FERRUARY 1., 47

s of all nations ;" according to Malachi, *“ the Sun of
Righteousness, the Puriticr and Refiner!” Now in
none of these deseriptions have we the idea of an
earthly conqueror, but that of a Saviour from moral
darkness, defilement, and misery; and these serip-
tures being read in the synagogue every sabbath-
day, it would seem that the Jewish church were
plainly divected, throughout the whole dispensation,
to the Messiah as ** the Author of eternal salvation
o all them that obey him.” < Of which salvation,”
saith the apostle Peter, < {he prophets have inguired
and searched  diligently ; searching what, or what
munner of time, the Spirit of Christ,* which was in
them did signily, when it testified hefore-hand the
sufferings of Christ, and the glory thai should follow.”
Henee, it would appear, that the grand subject to
which the minds of the prophets were drawn, and
about which they diligently tnguived, was the suffer-
ings, and not the civil conguests, of the Measiah,

FPEBRUARY 1.
Svriplure selected for the duy. -Matthew, 1. 17--23,

The Last of the prophets had said, *“ The Lord
whom ye scek ghali suddenly come (o his temple.”
And after this long night, spent in watching for
the Star of Bethlehem, atd waiting for the Desire
of all nations, bohold, he cowes:— Borm of a
womai; horn under the law, to redecim them that
were vader the law, that we might receive the
adoption of sons.” Jews, Mussulmans, and some
lll’-"rl'l'!llg the  cheistion  noame, stomble  at  the
J]]l}‘i{l:l.lli)l'lh‘ conception. A worm saying to infinite
cﬂ:cu—eut:_\_;, *Phus fur slialt thou oo, hut no further!”
What lemerity !

g 1]“.]1” astriking proof we have here of the Deity, of Clirist :—
LY aren ol God pilie as they were maved by the Holy Ghost,”

=3 Peter, 121 and this Divine Asent is here callad i don
ol Clll'ih‘l.’" 3 gent is here called ¥ the Spivit
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But what condescension is here! He takes not on
him the nature of angels, but he wus made in the
likeness of sinful flesh. Wonder, O my soul, that
an infinitely holy Being should consent to he ““made
sin for us;” become acoursed ; to take the traitor's
nature, and die the traitor’s doom. O earth, earth,
earth, hear these anutterably glorious tidings; re-
ceive this unspeakable gift; and let all nature join
with a1} human voices in welcoming the descending
Saviour. Mow awful, that the celebration of the
birth of Christ, who came fo make an end of sin,
and to bring in everlasiing righteousness, should
he profaned by the most daring crimes against his
suored authority, and the design of his incarnation:
gluttony, drunkenness, and all their attendant sins,
are made a part of the circumstances of this festi-
val, just as though the subjects of u restored sove-
reign should determine to celebrate the anniversary
of his restoration by acts of rehellion. What a proof’
that the religion of Christ cannot make real progress
but as men are made real Christians!

—

FEBRUARY 2.
Scripture selected for the day.—-1salah, Ixi.

As a public "Peacher, it was evident, that grace,
abundant grace, was poured upon the lips of Christ;
he was capable of rousing all the powers of the soul,
and of producing all the impressions he chose: his
words ¢ were spirit and life.” He could excite in the
minds of his hearers sadness, ““And he went away
sorrowful y—or admiration, *‘ Never man spake like
this man ;' —or conviction, < Being convicted in their
own consciences, they went ouf one by one;’—or
consciousness of guilt, ¢ They were offended in him,
for they saw that he had spoken this parable against
them :"—or holy resolutions, ** Lord, 1 will follow
thee whithersoever thou goest.”



FEIREGADRY 3, 4

In producing these effects, thqre was manifest. in
his preaching,—1. Great perspicuity : witness his
comparisons and pumbles.l——ﬂ. Peculiar qﬂ'ec!wn :
instances ol which we_hawa in thf: pax:ab]_q of the pro-
digal son, in his last dmcom:aes with his disciples, and
when he took children into -lns arms.—3. (real
Jaithfulness: of wh_ic}f SO many 1nstances must occur
to eyery one, that it is ueedle:is to give examples,—
4. Greal earnestness: exemplified in the parable of
Dives, in the latter part of the discourse on the
mount, and when he treats of the last Judgment,—
5. Great seriousness of spirit,—G, Deep knowledye
of the human heart, and of the actual cireumstanoes
and prejudices of his hearers. — 7, Perfect suitable-
ness in his diseourses to the case of his hearers,—
8. Sovereign authority, in the delivery of the word.
How true it is, “Never man spake like Jeosus
Christ !

e SR
FEBRUARY 4.
Seriplure selecled Jor the d’(.f.y.—-l\.‘[atl'.hew, viti, @, &,

The most interesting living scene the earth ever
beheld, was exhibited when our Lord was surronnded
by multitudes of the sons and daughters of aflliction,
and when was realized the description which he him.
self’ gave to the disciples of John :—¢The blind re-
ceive theip sight,—the lame walk,—the lepers are
cleansed,—the deaf hear,—the dead are raised up,—
and the poor have the gospel preached to them.™

hat a scene is here! To the blind, the transporting
mght of wife, childven, friends, all full of ecstasy, and
of all the heauties: of creation and art, opened in
a moment! Might not this, in an inferior sense, he
called “ maryefioug light?” “The ears of the deal
are unstopped ; the lame man leaps like a hart, and
the tongue of 'the dumb sings.” Who does not wisly
D
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5 have been there,—to have beheld his glory, the
olary as of the only-begotten of the Father, full of
evace and bruth,” and to have joined in the greetings,
% Jiosamuah in the highest: Blessed is he that cometh
in the name of the Lord!" |

We may suppose that our Lord Jesus Christ was
influenead by three motives in the performance of
mirneles s— compagsion for the miserable, who were
gencrally fhe subjects npon which these miracles
wers  wronght,—the estabhishment of his Divine
misgion,—uand the digplay of his power to save from
sin and misery.

The first miracle recorded by the cvangelist
Matthew, relates to a leper, who came {o him s
soon as he had ended his seymon on the mount. I
this miracle, our Lord Jesus Christ, no douobt, in-
tended to display lis power to cieanse mankind from
et o filthivess of the flesh and spivit.” Every penitent
ey that the leprosy of sin has diffused its poison
through all his powers, made him a loathsome objeot
1o God, angels, and good men, and threatens him
with everlasting exclasion from the society of the
blesapd. Undey these convictions, he is pcrsuaded
that no deeds of chacty, no Juties, 10 PLOALGES, CAlL
eleanse Lbn, and thut none Lbut Christ can save tim ;
and he comes hy prayer to Christ, as this poor
Jewish leper did, and says, « Lord, if thou wilt,
thou canst make me clean.” No sooner did this man
thus apply, than he obtained a cure :—“And Jesus
put forth his hand, and touched him, and said, T will,
be thou clean. And immediately his leprosy was
cleansed.” And if we, in veference to our moral
pollution, be sensible of our misery, and desire
healing ; if we come to Christ, and say, as this
man did, < Lord, if thon wilt, thou canst make me
clean,” we shall surely be saved., But, if we be igno-
cant of our disease, or, having some knowledge of
it, still neglect to come to Christ, we shall assuredly
perisi.
" Aud is sin then a disease a8 loathsome as the




VEBRUARY 4. 5l

leprosy 2—1t is frequently S0 dee';tfribgd in scri'p‘nwe:
and these allusions ave fully justified by the eflects of
gin on our spivitual powers. How gz-pssly then are
men deceived respecting the nature of transgression,
and how deeply have I-been involved in this decep-
tion! But, oh, thou wonderful Redeemer, elfect a
cure! No pity, no hand, no blood, but thine, can
reach my case.

T
TEBRUARY 4,
sSeripliare selecied for the oy —Luke, vii, 1 —10.

The genevous and compassionate feelings of the
senturion towards his servant, (“he was dear to
him,”y deserve owr admiration and imitation, Seve-
tity o those beneath hin, ill becomes u orofossed
Clirlstiam, whise compasyion shonld be extended ecven
to his baast. Bt the hmmility and faith of this Roman
soldier are stili more surpising - Lord, T am not
worthy that thou shouldest come mnder my voof. And
why shonldest thou be put to all this trouble? Re-
malning where then art, one word of thipe shall
effect o cure, £ am u man under gthery, and ¥ot even
my word is eflicacions, for, if 1 sy to thiy mun, (o,
he goeth: or 1o ainother, ‘Utmw, I ecometh; or o
my servant, Do this, We docth it And when Jogus
heard this, he marvelled, said 1o them thai
followed, Verily 1 say unto you, 1 have nat found
80 great faith, wo not in Israel: not among the chil-
dren of the Father of the faithful. And Jesus said
unto the centurion, Go thy way, and as thon hast
believed, so be it done unto thee, Aud his servant
was healed in the self-same hour,

The disease which oppressed this servant was the
palsy. 8in has reduced: our spiritual powers to a con-
dition grea%lg. resembling the effects of this disease on
the body. We are not only)incapable of rising, and

D2
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effecting our own cure, but the remedy must bo
applied by other hands, by those of the great Phy-
sician,

This example, given us by a heathen, is well
worthy the imitation of christian masters, and minis-
ters, in their concerns, respectively, with servants,
children, and hearers. Was the Saviour gracious to
the centurion’s servant, through the faith and prayers
of his master ? Let us not doubt that the same solici-
tude for our dependants will receive the approbation
of Christ, and in many cases be followed by his
effectual blessing.

FEBRUARY 5.

Scripture selected for the dey —-Malthew, viil.
2327

The history of this miracle is very brief. Our
Lord Jesus Christ entered a vessel, accompanied by
his disciples; and, wearied, probably, with the la-
bours of the day, fell asleep. But a tempest arose,
and the waves covered the vessel, so that the disci-
ples, exceedingly alarmed, came to him and awoke
him, saying, ¢ Lord, save us, we aré perishing,”
After reproving them gently for their want of faith,
he rebuked the winds and the sea,and there was a
great calm. The disciples, overcome with astonish-
ment, exclaimed among themselves, “What a won-
derful person is this, that even the winds and the sea
obey him!” This miracle shows us the safety of all
those who are under the guardian care of Christ;
“« Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith?”

Thé power of Christ over the most boisterous of
these natural elements is not more entire than over
all the discordant elements which agitate human
affairs, Many persons are ready to imagine, that to be
persecuted and shut up in a prison is a heavy and



FEBRUARY G, 53

most - trying calamity, and yet the presence of Christ
not only rendered these places innoxious to Paul and
Barnabas, to Bunyan, to Alleine, and many of the
vietims of superstition, but produced in their minds
a calm that may well astonish those who know not the
consolations of true religion. During the dissolution
of the body in the most violent and painful forms,
how astonishing the fortitude and composure of the
martyrs! This was to be uttributed fo the presence
of the Saviour:—“When thou walkest through the
fire, I will be with thee: thou shalt not be hurnt,
neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.” Hence
from amidst the flames, and while his body was
dissolving, the voice of one of the martyrs was heard,
saying,—*“None but Christ,—None but Christ.”
Lét me not fear, then, though 1 should be called to
suffer for Christ, and to feel all the fury of the
tempest, till constrained to say with David,—«<All
thy waves and thy billows are gone over me ;" for
Christ, who rebukes the winds and the sea, has pro-
mised to be with me, and his voice can soon con-
mand a perfect calm,

The cases of Manasseh and Saul show that the
Lord Jesus can subdue the most violent tempest of
rage in the soul, and produce a peace which passes
all understanding,

FEBRUARY 6.
Seviplure selected Jor the duy.—Mark, vi. 35 —d4d,

Although'it is inconsistent with the Divine dispen-
sations; that the seed of the righteous should be seen
begging their bread, except where such a visitation
15 intended as a particalar and designed aflliction, yet
many rt?a[ Christians have been reduced to greats
straits for their subsistence, To encourage such to
trust in him, no doubt, was part of the design of our

D 3




ad FYERRUARY G.

Lord in working this miracle: he fed five thousand
persons, with a loaf for each thousand, and two small
fishes for the whole; and after all were filled, there

were taken up fragments more t
original quantity of food. But what

han double the
did he, to pro-

duce such a wonderful effect? The historian merely
says,—* He took the five loaves, and the two fishes,
and looking up to heaven, he blessed, and brake, and
gave the loaves to the disciples, and the diseiples to

the multitude.”

Surely, then, impoverished, humble Christian, thou
muf'est, in the use of all lawful meang of support,
look up to Him who possesses such a sovereign com-
mand over the produce of the earth ;—thou mayest
commit all thy caves to Him; for He has promised

that thy be€ad shall be given, and

that thy water

shall be sure, He who has taught us to pray for our
daily bread, is He who apswers prayer. Besides,
c«our heavenly Father knoweth that” we need all
these things.”—* e that spared not his own Bon,

but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not

with him also freely give us all thi
How is it, that some persons appe
trust in Giod for the salvation of thei

ngs?”
ar better able to
v souls than for

the common supports of life? Does it arise from the
idea, that the promises of seripture belong much

more to our spiritual concerns than

ones, and that our present affairs are left more in
our own hands than those of a future state ! "T’his is

founded upon mistake ; the attention

is as really fixed upon the supplies for every hour, as

upon our partaking of the Bread of

if a man eat, he shall never die ;—upon the sparrow

falling to the ground, as upon the fal

The same hand that plucked thee, O desponding
Christian, as a brand from the burning, is, and will
be engaged, to the end of thy life, to feed thee with

food convenicnt.

to our temporal

of the Almighty
Life, of which,

I of a kingdom.
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FERRUARY 7.

Seriplure selected  for ¢he day.—-Matthew, xv.
2128,

The history of this miracle is most deserving of
ouwr meditation, on accouut of the amiable impor-
tunity, the deep humility, and the persevering faith,
of this poor gentile woman. Her daughter was griev-
ously vexed with an evil spirit; and having heard
of the power of Jesus to save men, as well as of his
compassion, she cowes to Clrist, and says, ““Have
moerey on me, & Lord, (how Son of avid,” Cheist
preserves au wnaccountable and awful silence: he
answered her not a word. His disciples next inter-
pose ; not, perhaps, from the most amiable motives ;
but they intreat him to give her some answer, and
send her away, For, say they, she crieth after us. So
far from any good arising from their interposition,
however, her case seems to have been made worse
by it. Still more mysteriously, Christ repulses the
suppliant :—<T am not sent but unto the lost sheep
of the house of Israel.” The wonder is, that the poor
womau, thus apparently cut off' from all hope, did
not return as she came ; for our Lord appeared to say
asmuch as thig, Thou art not to expect help from me.
But it being thus brought about, that Christ notices
her case, and gives her some kind of answer, though
full of discouragement, she does not despair, What
areproof to the fearful soul is this, Thou hast many
pramises expressly inviting thee to come to the throne
of grace, and hast never heen denied; and yet thon
art ready to say, I may as well cease to pray, for I
~do not see that I am any better for prayer, or that
I ul‘]\tam JAuy answer, But what if' Clwist should say
(t:(;ntt?r?ﬁ’e t(f m;:l ngt ls{ent to thee,” wouldest thtou still
gained her Ia:uity.t 5‘12{3131!1131', this i aid, and
hioniad l: 00. “Then came she, and wor-

pped him, and said, Lord, help me.” At length,

D 4
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Clrist addresses his answer to the woman herself,
but it seems as though he intended to add insult to
denial ;—** It is not meet to take the children’s bread,
and to cast it to dogs.” Not repelled even by this
answer, which, one would think, would have filled
her with despair, seeing it now appeared as if the
account she had heard of the compassion of Jesus
was incorrect, she even takes up the degrading words
of our Lord, and turns them into an irresistible argu-
ment;—*¢ Truth, Lord : yet the dogs eat of the crumbs
which fall from their masters’ table.” Christ had now
obtained all he sought, that is, an example of holy
importunity, humility, and faith, which might instruct
and refresh his charch to the end of time; and he
immediately says, doubtless with a gracious smile
upon his countenance, *“O woman, great is thy faith,
be it unto thee even as thou wilt.”—How true it
is, that Christians * have not, because they ask not!”

-
FERRUARY 8.
Suripture selecied for the day.—NMark, v, 2—15.

We are assured by the apostle, that “the prince
of the power of the air ruleth in the hearts of the
children of disobedience,” and that such persons are
led by Satan at his will. By this miracle of mercy,
Christ intended, no doubt, that we should be con-
firmed in the belief, that he turns men from the
power of Satan, and translates them ouf of that
kingdom into the kingdom of God, according to
his sormon . in the synagogue at Nazareth, where
he declared that he was sent to preach deliverance
to the captives, and to set at liberty them that are
bruised.

"Whe history of this wretehed man 1s most striking,
and to a serious mind conveys much instroction

respeeting the dreadful cficets of Satan's inflnence 3
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ns well as the ability of Christ in casting out the
strong mau urmed,

Ou a certain cceasion, ag Clirist in his itineracios
with his disciples entered the comntry of the Gada-
rencs, there metl him, a man, who wiually took up
his abode in the caverns or tombs there. He wag so
ferce, that, though he had heen bound by his fiiends
with fetters, e had hroken them asunder, und in
these dreary places, or in the monntaius, remained
day and night, crying, and cutting himself with stones,
so that the neighbourhood was filled with terror,
neither durst any man go that way. Christ, however,
who came ““to seek and to save that which was lost,”
went thither; and this man no sooner saw him, than
he ran, and worshipped him ; when the Saviour com-
manded the unclean spirits, and they came out of
him. The effect was like that which was produced
when Christ rebuked the winds and the waves :—
there was a great calm: the poor man was imme-
diately seen sitting, and clothed, and in his right
mind, praying to Jesus that he would permit him to
remain with him. This wish might have been excited
by a_principle of gratitude, or by the fear that he
should be safe no where but in the presence of the
Saviour, Christ, however, wishes him rather to
gladden the hearts of his friends, and lead them
to believe in him as the Redeemer: and therefore he
says to him,—“Go home to thy friends, and tell
them how great things the Lord hath done for thee,
and hath had compassion on thee. And he departed,
and began to publish in Decapolis, how great things
Jesus had done for him.”

How dreadful is the tyranny of Satan! Well may
he be called the roaring lion, which roameth abroad
seeking whom he may devour. How well for the
.hﬂfltﬂn that Christ prays for him; and as he did
for Peter, when Satan desired to have him !

nH
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FEBRUARY 9.
Seripture selected for the day —Mark, x. 46-—02.

Little did Bartimeus expect when he arose on the
morning of the day of his cure, that it would be such
a day of merey to him. He had heard of the wonders
wrought by the Saviour, and had, perhaps, a_ faint
hope that Christ might some day or other visit the
town of Jericho, in which he lived. On this day,
however, he could little expect such a visit: a few
alms, as he sat by the way-side, was all he expected.
But the Lord Jesus, accompanied by his disciples
and a great concourse, in leaying the town, happened
to pass through the road by the side of which sat Barti-
meus. The blind man, hearing the footsteps and the
confused noise of so great a crowd, natarally inquired
into the cause, and some friendly voice totd him that
Jesus of Nazareth was passing, Cheered by the
welcome news, he begins to ery out,—* Jesus, thou
Son of David, have merey on me.” Many el rged
him that he should hold his peace, but he cried the
more a great deal,—*Thou Son of David, have
merey on me. And Jesus stood still, and commanded
him to be called. And they call the blind man, say-
ing, Be of good comfort, rise, he calleth thee. And
he, casting away his upper loose garment, that he
might make greater haste, arose, and came to Jesus.
And Jesus said unto him, What wilt thou that I
¢hould do unto thee? The blind man said unto him,
Lord, that I might receive my sight. And Jesus said
unto him, Go thy way; thy faith hath made thee
whole. And immediately he received his sight, and
followed Jesus in the way.”

Here, then, we see the Sun of Righteousness
shining on this peor mendicant with healing be-
neath his wings, The gift of sight, where. the per-
son has been born blind, appears to be one of the
most welcome blessings a gracious God can bestow.
The glorious works of creation are first seen by us in

- P—
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our infancy, when our prwers are not capable of
comprehending their beauty or magnificence ; und
before we grow to riper yeurs they have become
familiar objects, and fail to exeite admiration. But
when sight is given to a grown up person, whose
imugination is naturally warm, who has punted a
million of times to see the objects Lo has heard
deseribed with  enthusiasm, and who possesses a
strong alfection to their Great Author; low glovions
to him must the works of God appear! Let the fivs
object such a person sees, be, the rising sun ;—what
astonishment ;—whut transports he must fecl! Now
these arve the sensations which ave attributed to theman
whe is brought out of spiritual durkness: he is said
to be brought into ““marvellous light.” T have heard
too from more than one good man, that, when they
were first called by grace, this visible universe, to
their feelings, became like a new world: they felt
a new interest in it. How admirably has Cowper
touched this interesting subject :—
“ He Inoks ahrond into-gle varied ficld

Of Nature, and though poor, perhaps, compar’d

With those whose mansions glitter in his sight,

Calls the delightful sneucr?’ all his own.

Hiy ave the mountnins, and the vallies his,

And the resplendent rivers, his t'enjoy

Witlia propriety that none can feel,

But who, with filinl confidence inspir'd,

Can lift to heaven an unpresumptuons eye,

And smiling say, My Father made them all,

Are they not his by a peculiar right :

Aund by an emphasis of int'vest his,

Whose eye they fill with tears of holy joy,

Whose heart with praise, and whose exalted mind

With worthy thoughts of that unwearied love

That plann'd, and built, and still upholds a world,

So cloth'd with beanty, for rebellions man

FEBRUARY 10.
Neripture selected Jor the day.—Mark, xi. 12—51,

| Uqr_ Ford Jesus Christ had, probably, two reasany
fur thiy action,—the one, te fix the faith of bis

FIRR T
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diseiples in his future conquests, prefigured by what
had just taken place, his triumphant entry into Jeru-
salem :—the other, to awaken the attention of men to
the absolute importance of bringing forth the froits
of repentance and faith under the gospel ministry.
The allusion is similar when the same fruits are
demanded of the heavers by Johuw the Baptist:—
“ And now alse the axe is laid unto the root of
the treey therefore every (rec whicl bringeth not
Jorth good [euit, is hewn down, and cast ity the
fire.”

There were leaves on the fig-tree, but no fruit; so,
in the case of muny professors of the gospel, they
possess outward gifts, which are very showy and
prepossessing, but none of the fruits of righteousness,
by which the heart is proved to be gracious. Such
professors, purely on account of barrenness, will be
numbered with hypocrites and unbelievers, and cast
into the state of perdition.

O my soul, examine thyself: art thou bringing
forth good fruit? Remember, not only is frait re-
quired, but good fruit. We do not blame a pérson
for cutting down a tree in his orchard, which for years
has vielded no frnit; nor can we arraign the conduct
of God, who expects from those planted in the courls
of the Lerd, that they shonld hear fruit to his glory,
on pain, in case of failure, of being cust inte the
itre.

How soon we may be removed from under this
culture, and placed where the very leaves of our
profession shall wither, we know not.—“And pre-

sently the fig-tree withered away., And when the
" diseiples saw it, they marvelled, saying, How soon
is the fig-tree withered away!” And how often
have ministers, in  British India especially, been
compelled to apply this Iamentation to persons
reioved  from under the means of religious in-
struetion— < Ffow soon has such a one withered
AU
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FEBRUARY i1
Scripture selecied for the duy.—John, v. 116,

Some persons suppose thal the miveculous proper.
ties attributed to this peol were not real, and that
the saored writer merely records what was yulgar
opinien. Whether, however, the cflicaey of these
walers wag real or lmagiuavy, and whether the idea
that at u cervtuin time an angel did deseend and trou-
ble or stir up the waters, or whether this agitation
{(still hewever essential to oo cure) was ellected by
some natural canse or notl, lheve was a poor man
a0 better for Betlesda’s pool, theugh he bad heen
afllicted thirty-cight yeors. Jhal when the Lord of
life came to the spet, his cure became cartune, Christ
mterrngating him whether e wished to be cured,
he sand, he had  been many @ time miserably
disappointed, for tlat when the waters had beon
troubled, he had no {viend to carry him down the
steps, and put him into the pool; but that while he
was making the effort to descend, creeping as fast as
he could, some one stepped down before him, and
deprived him of the cure. Tn this manner this poor
ripple related his painful story, little thinking that
the voice which then addressed him was the voice of
him who “carried our sorrows.” Jesus, without
waiting for any effort of faith, said, Arise, take up
thy bed and walk. He did so, nor asked to whom he
had been indebted for such a wonderful deliverance,
he sorrows of thirty-eight years removed in a
moment, and yet the kindness of the benefactor not
once thought of | —Ior when the Jews asked him, he
did not know who had cured him. Perhaps his
H.llf[llﬁtl Joy placed him in a state of temporary de-
lirium, and, incapable of restraining himself in the
use of his limbs after they had lain useless thirty-eight
years, he was now hastening home, carrying on his
shoulder the old mat, und a few rags, which,
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vne may suppose, formed what s here calied his
bed.

The Lord Jesus, satisfied with having filled the
heart with joy, and made the lame to leap like a hart,
waited neither for the thanks of the man, nor the
applauses of the multitude, but “conveyed himself
away,” that is, withdrew privately, “‘a multitude
being in that place.”

Tu the treatment which our Lord experienced, on
this, and similar occasions, what an awful illustration
have we of human perverseness and impiety!—
“Therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and
sought to slay him, because he had done these
things on the sabbath day.”

FEBRUARY 12
Seripture selecled for the day —John, xi. 1—A46,

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, the hour comaeth,
and now is, when the dead shall hear the vaice of the
Son of God, and they that hear shall live.” That we
are dead in trespasses and sins, and that it is the
power of Christ alone, as the Resurrection and the
Life, which is to raise us, is the express decision of
the Divine word. To give an illustration of this
doctrine by a striking miracle, was, perhaps, part
of the design of our gLor{l in raising Lazarus from
the dead, instead of hastening to remove his sickness.
This history is full of incidents most touching:
there was a family in Judea, composed of a brother
and two sisters, to which our Lord was particularly
attached. Lazarus, the brother, was visited  with
sickness, and the news was forwarded to Jesus, by
the sisters in this affecting message,—“ Lord, he
whom thou lovest is sick.” Jesus, however, delaved
his depariare, intending to permit Lazarus to die,
that he might have an opportunity of raising him frem
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the dead. At length, knowing by the power of his
omniseicnee, that Lazarus was dead, he went to
Bethany, the village where the family resided, and
on his arrival, heard that Lazarus had been dead
four days, and was buried. On his approach to the
house, Martha met him, and said, apparently as
though she intended to reprove him for his delay,—
“ Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not
died; but 1 know, that even now, whatsoever thou
wilt nsk of God, God will give it thee.” She temenm:
hered, un doubt, how the former prophets, especiatly
Elisha, had raised the dead.— -* Yesas saith unto her,
Thy brother shall vise again.” Muartha admitted that
he would 1ise at the vesarrection: but Jesns drew
her attention to ‘himsell as * the esurrection pnd
the Life,” und brought her to acknowledge that he
was the Christ, the Son of God, thut shonld come
into the world, She next calls her sister, who seemy
fo have possessed a temper more rveliing than
Martha’s, and wpon whom the loss of Vamwrus g
pears to have fallen heavily indeed. As soon as
she approaches Jesus, she falls at his feet, and says,
like Martha,—* Lord, if thou hadst been here, my
brother had not died.” Their Jewish acquaintianee,
by floods of tears, seemed to join in the same in-
quiry,—Lord, why didst thou not come sooner? The
stene now becomes, as it were, too much for the
Saviour; he inquires for the grave, and on his way
thither, gives vent to hig grief:—** Jesus wept.” Arriv-
ing at the cave which contained the body, he again
grouns within himself, and orders the stone to be re-
moved. Jesusaddressed himself'to hisheavenly Father,
to convince his disciples and the spectators, that he
performed this miraclein conjunction with the Father,
and then, with a loud voice, says, < Lazurus, come
forth ;” when he that had been dead fi our days, rose
up, bound hand and foot with grave-clothes, and his
face covered with a napkin. Jesus said, Loose him,
and let him go. The history here closes ; but our
imagiation sees' Lazarus, agd his sisters, all at
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the feet of Jesus, testifying their gratitude, while
Lazarus exclaims, with Thomas, clagping his feet,
and looking up to Jesus, My Lord, and my God !
Thou arf nulwrl “‘the Resurrection and the Life;” and
this lif which thou hast restored, shall be conse-
crated to thy service.—Ilow much of the life of
(Jlulst have Christians yvt to hear recited in the
kingdom of their Father!

FERRUARY 13,

Scriplure selected for the day.—Matthew, xiil. 1—9;
18--23,

It was the prerogative of Churst to kuow belore-
hand what reception his gospel wounld meot with
in the world: yet, notwithstanding this knowledge,
which must haw* plosunfecl to him so unfavourable
a result, he persevercd in shedding his blood, that
this gospel might be published. Ile cannot, there-
fore, be disappointed.

According to this parable, the three great obsta-
vles to tho eflectual progress of the word in the
hearts of those that hear it, are,—superficial kuow-
ledge, and imperfect religious impressions, —attach-
ment to the world,—and the temptation of Satan,
described to us by the simile of the seed sown on
rocky places, amony thorns, and by the way-side
while integrity of miud, {ruly desiring to imbibe and 3
improve under the word, is the “1'00(.1 ground, which,
when the seed of the word is east w, bringeth forth a
Llessed crop, though different in measure, according
to the quality of the soil,

Let me, then, faithfully examine myself, that T
may know to which cluss of hearers I belong. [t ig
an awful thonght, that, according to this parable, three
pacts out of fout of those who hear the gospel, are
tikely to perish, How paiuful, that the remedy which

[ ]
.'
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Infinite Wisdom has provided, should so awfully fail
of success, through the unpardonable neglect of those
to whom it is presented! O Lord, grant that thy
word may take deep root in my heart, that in time
of temptation or persecution I may not fall away.
May I also be preserved from that inordinate attach-
ment to the present world, by which thy word in so
many is choked or become unfruitful and, finally,
let not Satan and my other spiritual enemies, who
are watching to remove every serious impression from
my mind, prevail aguinst me. But may I be enabled
to bring forth fruita hundred-fold.

————
FEBRUARY 14,

Seripture selected for he doy.—Matthew, xiil,
24--30.

This parable, like the preceding one, contains this
awful prediction, that the visible church shall be
infested with false and injurious professors. The
answer which our Lord gives to the proposal for
plucking up the tares, renders it wonderful that men
have not been taught that persecution is forbidden.
But antichrist goes back to the dispensation of
Moses for authority to persecute, disregarding the
New Testament injunctions, by which all penal laws
in the church have been abolished. Moses had used
his power as a civil officer to punish offences against
the Jewish theocracy, and, therefore, although Christ
had said,—* Let both grow together until the har-
vest,” the followers of antichrist resolved to pluck up
What they thought the tares; and thus fell into the
very error which Christ had guarded against,— lest
ye root up the wheat with them.”

The innumerable evils which have arisen from the
Spirit of persecution, have, in some degree, produced
s cure; but there is still, in almost all denomina-
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tions, a disposition to make a difference of opinion
the ground of pains and penalties, even where there
is the highest confidence, that the party to be thus
visited is conscientious and truly devoted to God.
Still, let us bless God that the visible church, in this
respect, is in an improved state. It is a pleasing
indication, that we approach those haleyon days in
which Christians shall be all one in Christ Jesus.

However mournful it may be, that there should be
so many tares among the wheat, the hour is coming
when the Judge shall command his angels to gather
out the tares, and bind them in bundles, that they
may be burned. O Lord, grant that T may be bound
up in the bundle of life, and gathered into thy garner,
in that separating day.

—

FEBRUARY 15.

I
Seripture selected for the day.—Luke, xiii. 18—21.

By the first of these parables we are taught, that
the kingdom of Christ in its rise would be very small,
but that in it sheuld be found multitudes of all
nations, The event fully answered the prediction : for,
before the decease of all the apostles, ehristian
churches were planted all over the then known world.
But this parable may have another meaning, and may
signify the kingdom of God which is within us; it
will be equally just in this application, for growth
in grace is essential to the existence of this
kingdom within us, The apostles themselves were
striking examples of the weakness of thé Divine
prineiple; on its fiest implantation, and of the vigorous
growth -to which it attained as exhibited in their
glorious lives and deaths. So in its nature is it in all
sincere Christians : they are first babes, then young
men, and then fathers in Christ.

Let us never be discouraged, then, if' a christian
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offort to spread the gospel be small and feeble in its
commencement; but let us consider, that, according
to the parable of the leaven, it is of the nature of
«christian principles to diffuse themselves. Religion
seldom enters a family, or a town, but, if the leaven
be vigorous, it sooner or later has a happy spread.
The leaven may have lost its vigour, as the salt its
savour, and then, for all the purposes of diffusion, it
will be useless, and fit only to be trodden under foot;
but let a good man, full of holy principles, be placed
in a family, or in a town, and you will soon see the
Jeaven begin to work. In this way the kingdom of
Christ is tending towards a universal dissemination :
the leaven is almost every where in ferment, and the
earth begins to feel, to her extireme borders, the
happy influence of christian principles. O blessed
consummation! O glovions hour! Lord, hasten its
annungiation ;—¢“All creation travails, groans, and
bids thee come,”

Bat, as the leaven of the gospel shall leaven the
whole earth, so shall the Divine principle reign
through righteousness unto eternal life. Iow wel-
come this hope to the Christian, mourning over his
awful deficiencies, and his no less awful departures
from the standard of perfeetion; groaning under the
weight of a body of corruption! Blessed be God, that
sorrow aud sighing shall flee away; thrice blessed
be His name, that the time fast approaches, when
we shall sin no more, but shall be capacitated to give
our whole souls to Him who died for us, and rose

again.
FEBRUARY 16. 7L

Scripture selected for the day.—Matthew, xiii.
44—46.
The truths taught us in these parables cannot be
too often remembered,—that the gospel is the
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rvichest of all treasures, und that he whe is obliged
to part with all for it, is still an Infinite gainer.
Christiun truth enriches fthe possessor by implant-
ing those preserving, dignified, and importal p|m~
ciples which ave al ovee the marks of the perdon’s
high calling, of his holy natare, and of the glorious

rlc.utmv wlieh awaits himn wnong the sons and heirs of

God. But he who has found this treasnre, is not only
himself enviched, he enriches his children, hig friends,
his neighbonrs, the present age, and perhiaps posterity
1oo. Yeu, further, the riches of Chrst are said 1o be
unscarchable, always in a state of expenditure, but
for ever inexhanstible.

We are ready Lo pity those who suffer losses for
Christ, and we foel ari ght, no doubt; but lct us never
suppose that any one loses by his attuchment to the
Suviour. Such persons not ouly enjoy heaven in coni-

man with thelr fellow-christians, but every item of

foss and suffering will meet with its own special
remuucration in heaven.  God is not uelaithiul to
forget the labours or sufferings of his people.

But the blessings of the gospel kingdom are here
represented as ludd(:n, and requiring to be songht
for .o hidden ““from the wise and prudent,” from
those whose pride of bivth, or of talent, or whose love
af the world, too often improperly called prudence,
prevents them {from perceiving the value of what
they ruinonsly neglect. "o obtain that which lies
buried in the carth, labour is requived ; and to obtain
pearls, a painful and perilevs wmersion in the sea;
and thege are the similes by which we ave stimulated
by our Lord fo seck those treasures which are con-
tained in the everlasting gospel.

el
FEBRUARY 17,
Seripture selacted Jor the day. — Matthew, xviii.
23-- 35,

An implacable disposition is not only condemned

by the Almighty, always offensive to him, and
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destenetive to the peace of him who feels it, and of
him who is its vietim, but it would seem, from this
parable, that its existence is it_]f:nlllpatilfl(-e with the
hope of future lorgwf}ness il If ye forgive not men
their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive
vour trespasses” Il ye, from your hewrts, forgive
not,” as we find it in the Evangelist Matthow.

A servant owed his master ten thousand faleaty of
silver. "T'o enfores payment, the master direeted ihie
servant’s whole property, as well as hiwsell and
family, to be sobil. The debtor fell at the feot of Lis
master, awd hegged for the excrcise of patience
towards him. The master relented, and forgave him
the whole debt. This man, though he had so much
forgiven, on going ont from the presence of his com-
passionute and geucrous master, fonud a fellow-
servant who owed him  only one hundred pence,
seized him by the throat, and, disregarding his in-
treaties, hurried him to prison, resolving to keep Lim
there till he should pay the debt. The master, as
soon as he heard of this cruelty, seized the offender,
and delivered him to the tormentors, after addvessing
to him this cutling intereogation :— << (3 thau wiclked
servant, I forgave thee all that diébt, because thou
desiredst me: shouldest not thaou also have had com-
passion on thy fellow-servant, even as T had pity on
thee

And can T, after such a forcible appeal as this,
ungenerously retain anger in my breast apgainst an
offending fellow-croature? Cun I, while indulging
the hope, that God, my heavenly Father, las for-
stven me millions of the greatest and most aggra-
vated offences, and will not bring them into judgment,
nor remember them any more for ever, can 1 indulge
an unforgiving. op revengeful femper towards my
fallow—ureature, or fellow-christian?— God forbid.
“etme not, O Lord, by any subterfuge, deceive my-
self herein ; may I freely and fully forgive, as thou
dﬂst_, and not; while T profess to discard revenge still
retain g fretting remembrance of the injury. Yea,

h—___;
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O Loxd, may Lso love my enemies as to pity them,
to pray for them, and, if they be hungry, to feed
them, if thirsty, to give them drink. Herein 1 shall
have a rich reward, in that I shall be permitted to
resemble my heavenly Wather, who causes the re-
freshing showers to descend on the fields, not only of
the just, but of the unjust; not only of his friends,
but of his enemies.

FPEBRUARY 8.

Seripture selected for the detyy.— Satthew, xxii.
11—id.

Tn this parable our Lord draws the attention of
his hearers to the melancholy fact, that the gospel
would be despised by some, while others would be
found to be essentially deficient in their christian
profession. The particular cireumstances in this
parable are these :—A. king gave a marriage-feast in
honour of his son, and by repeated messengers invited
many guests, but they made light of it, and went,
one to his farm, and the other to his merchandike.
The king then invited other guests who did not stand
in the relation of friends to him, and thus the wedding
was furnished with attendants. But, in passing ronnd
among the guests, speaking kind words to them, as
is common among the eastern nations, the king saw
a man present among them not properly arrayed for
the oecasion, and showing by this circumstance a
want of respect for the person inviting him. The
king inquired into the reason of such conduet, but
the offender was speechless. He was then bound, by
order of the king, and cast into outer darkness. 1t
is very probable, that it was common among the
Jews, for persons to attend at wedding-feasts dressed

in new garments, and that this, as an honour done:
to the bridegroom, was invariably and tenaciously:
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insisted on, and the neglect considered as an wun-
pardonable insult, _ ‘ .

But ounr Lord, while he here entertains us with an
interesting parable, calls us to a serious consideration
of the most solemn truths. We see in the punishment
of those who neglected the invitation to the feast,
how dreadful will be our doom, if, through a sinful
anxiety concerning onr temporal interests, we turn a
deaf ear to the invitations of the rospel, or if;placing
ourselves among christians, we neg}ﬁct that robe of
righteousness which is necessary to our acceptance
with God.

The gospel is here exhibited to us under the idea
of a feast. O that we may come to it with a desire to
honour the Founder, to enjoy his presence and that
of his friends, and gladly partake of the blessings he
has prepared! And may our desires herein be quick-
ened by the remembrance, that many are called, but
few chosen!

PEBRUARY 19,

Seripture selected for ihe iy, —Matthew, xxv.
1-—13.

Thus our Lord compares, in different parables, the
dispensation of redemption to a marriage-feast. Of
all the attendants upon the marriage-procession, he
selects ten, five of whom, deserved the name of the
wise, and the other five are denominated the foolish.
The marriage takes place in the night, at the house
of the bride’s father, whare the bridegroom is ex-
pected about midnight. t'hese pevsons, here called
virging, having provided their lamps, wait together
at some proper resting-place, expecting the arrival
of the bridegroom and his friends, who may be
il‘l)p]?osed to be coming from an adjoining town.

hile the bridegroom delayed, all the ten virgins
lay dm;vn to rest. But, about midnight, the bride-
groom is seen at a distance with his friends, and it i

h—___;
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announced, * Behold, the bridegroom cometh ; go ye
put to meet him,” Then all those virgins arose, and
trimmed thetr lamps ; but the foolish (then too late)
discovered their mistake, that they had forgotten to
bring oil with them, and there being then no time
to prepave, the wise virgins only were in circum-
stances to join the procession :—* And they that were
ready went in with him to the marriage, and,” as ig
the cugtom on these oceasions, in order to keep out
the crowd, ¢ the door was shut.” The other virging
came afterwards, but were demed entrance, s per-
sons unknown to the master of the feast,

The application of this to the case of those who
wear o christian profession, and pass {or the [riends
of the Redeemer, is ot difficelt ; and the pointed
and most wholesome cantion which it coutains, to be
ready for the:coming of Christ, at death and jndg-
ment, has been felt by thousands. Do any ask, How
may we know what is recuisite in onr preparation to
mect the Great Judge? We may say, Three things
are essential,—repeniance towards God,—faith in
our Lord Jesus Christ,—and holiness of heart and
life. So necessary are those things, thut the Holy
S(;riptures assure us there is no hope of being present
at the marriage-feast without them :—¢ BExcept yo
repent, ye shall ull likewise perish.”—< He that be-
lieveth not shall be condemued.” — < Without hoit-
ness, no man shall sce the Lord”

It is to be feared, that many are held fast in the
delusion, that they ave the fricnds of Christ, and are
never undeccived till they find the door of mercy for
ever closed against them.

FEBRUARY 20,

Scripture selected for the day.—Matthew, xxv.
14—30.
It cannot be doubted, that all the gifts we possess,
whether natural or acquired, whether they relate to
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mind or to fortmie, ure given in trust as talents, and
that an account of the employment of these tulents
will be required of all.—The objects to be pursned
in the digcharge of our trust lerein, are,-—the honour
of God, and the good of men.

Thou art blessed with large property; if this talent
be well improved, it will give 1:11&-.;: many faeilitios to
gain conformity to the image of God, to promote his
kingdom, and to do good to others,—the nohlest
objects to which an immortal intelligent sgont can be
called. But il this talent be expended i riot and
luxury, in objects of tyranny, and in upholding the
interests of impiety in the world, & terrible account
awaits fhee, whan the Lord of ¢his talent shall come
aud reckon with ihee,

Or, thouw art blessed with a large portion of know-
tedge, and hast an excollent uiderstanding. These
talents are given thee, that thouw shouldest gain a
happy aequaintance with Divine things, us well as e
oyes to the biind, and feet to the lane, or, in other
words, that thoy shouldest instruct the tgnorant, and
lead men in the paths of rightecusuess. But, if these
talents be misapplied, so. that thy own powers wnd
tempors are not improved, bni rather corrapled
Lkeveby; and if by these perverted powers, others
are Injnred, how wilt thou stand betore §1is presence,
who gave thee all these advantages?

The present and future happiness resulting from
the improvement of the talents CGod has entrusted to
us, is beyoud measure great. How mueh better doeg
he enjoy wealth, whe makes it the vebicle of Ivappi-
ness to hundreds, than he who wastes it all on
self-indulgence ! The same may be said of know-
ledge, and of every other taleut. But to the purest
satisfaction on earth, in the case of the beueyolent
Christian, shall be added the joys of eternity, He
shall enter into the Joy of his Lord; he shull toste
Something of that joy which the Suviour possesses in
ooking over the myriads whom le has redecmed by
his own blood, from every kingdom, and nation, and

I
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tongue, under heaven:—  Well done, good and
faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few
titings; T will make thee rulexr over many things:
enter thow into the joy of thy Lord.”

He who does not improve the gifts of Providence,
is said to hide his talent in the earth: a very proper
comparison, for it does good to none; neither to
himself nor to others. The charge brought against
the master by the slothful servant is not only false,
but, like all other excuses of the wicked, will end in
their being condemned out of their own mouth: this
man pronounced his own condemnation. From this
parable we learn, that not only the openly profane
will be condemned, but the unprofitable servant
also:—* Cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer
darkness : there shall be weeping and guashing of
teeth.”

——

FEBRUARY 21.
Seripture selected for the day.—Luke, xii. 16—21.

It is an awful proof of the depth of our fall from
primitive perfection, that, with most men, the im-
provement and everlasting happiness of the soul
are completely neglected, An entire absorption in
the world is the common sin of mankind, who con-
sider the enlargement of the mind itself of no further
value than as it is connected with the interests of time,
and the inferior part of our nature. Wise and saga-
cious to the last degree in pursuing present interests,
and in this pursuit, patient of labour and anxiety,
even to astomishment; they are destitute of every
particle of foresight, and parsimonious beyond com-
parison, relative fo the spiritual interests of the soul.
Yet all this patient endurance of toil, all this de-
vouring care, are expended upon an object never
the same, always absent, and so. precarious, that—
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“The spider’s most attennated thread
Is cord, is cable, to man’s feeble hold
OF earthly Dbliss: it breaks at every hreeze.”

Mournful case! A soul, made to range through
eternity, made to live for ever, clinging to a clod, or
seeking annihilation! What folly, what desperation,
is here ! To what baneful influence are we to aserihe
such an infatuation? To nothing more than to the
indulgence of depraved passions, to the influence of
worldly opinion and example, and to the stratagems
of Satan,—these form a current which is carrying the
vietim to perdition; and often, while the victim him-
self is saying,—Soul, thou hast goods laid up for
many yeara; fake thy rest in the creatures; eat,
dvink, and be merry;” a voice, stern and awful, is
heard,—<“Thou fool ! this night thy soul shall be
required of thea: then whose shall those things be
which thon hast provided? So is he that layeth
;'P ;.l"l;_:i-!ﬁll]'(? for himself, and is not rich towards
¥,

FEBRUARY 22,
Seripture selected for the day.—Luke, xiii, 6--10,

We cannot doubt the truth of this sentiment,—God
has an ear to hear, while T have a heart to pray;
the shortest time may be long enough, and the most
desperate case will be hopeful, if the heart he really
prepared to seek for mercy, The desperateness of
men’s condition lies in the state of the heart, and not
in t;lm shortness of their time, not in the number of
their sing, not in the deficiency of Divine merey.
Whether the dying trembling culprit will obtain a
heart to seek merey in a vight manner, depends upon
the sovereign will of an insulted Grod ; here lies the
gw_["_ulness of his cage. The sentence may have gone
forth,—« Behald, i:'ﬁesﬂ three years I come seeking

B2
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fruit on this fig-tree, and find none; cut it down.
Why cumbereth it the ground?” Some friendly
voice, addressed to God in prayer, perhaps the voice
of a parent, or of a minister, suspends the execution
of the sentence:—* Lord, let it alone this year also,
till T shall dig about it, and manure it. And if it bear
fruit, well ; if not, then thou shalt cut it down,” A
kind of desperate proposal made by affection and
piety, clinging to, and weeping over, a beloved ob-
ject. How many times have the prayers of a mother,a
father,afriend, aminister, averted the impending storm,
and given a few more months or years to a thought-
less dissipated ecreature, whose crimes were ripen-
ing him for destruction! The intercessions of Christ
protract the existence of a world already doomed to
be burnt up.

O Lord, enable me to be faithful in judging of my
own case. 1 have long sat under the sound of the
gospel, and the means of culture have been long
employed in my behalf. Isometimes fear I bear little
or no fruit, or none to perfection ; but, O spare the
barren fig-tree, and when the hour of my removal
shall arrive, may I not he cut down in wrath, but
may my barrenness be forgiven, and the appear-
ances of fruit be speedily matured, and ripen in
eternity,

FEDRUARY 23,
Scripture selected for the day.—Luke, xv. 1124,

The conversion and salvation of one sinmer cxcite
more joy in heaven than all other events which ever
take place on earth, except us they may be con-
nected with the salvation of men. Ilow different the
feelings of earth and heaven on this subjeot! That
which  produces such joy in heaven, is me ton
earth with scorn and insult; and that which has
power to move the whole earthy is the triumph of
plans connected with human destruction.
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The interesting parable before us relates the his-
tory of a yprofligate youth breught to repentance.
After obtaining his fortune, he wanders from home,
and wastes it in riotous living. Thus do men abuse
Divine mercies, and devote their time, their strength,
their faculties, to the service of the great de-
stroyer. Reduced to want, the prodigal is driven
to extremity. And thus God frequently afllicts
men, in order to humble them, and bring them to
themselves, that is, to know their state, and the ruin
which must follow ;:—* I perish with hunger.” Sink-
g almost in despair, the prodigal bethinks himself of
his father’s house, und of the happiness of those who
are cven servants there, When the siuner is thug
awakened, he is drawn by the Divine Spirit to look
towards an injured and forsaken, though merciful
God ; and he resolves to try the Divine goodness :—
““Iwill arise, and go to my Father;” he not only
resolves, but acts up to his resolution. When the
returning prodigal was seen yet a great way off, but
in the act of returning, the father’s bowels YOAIn over
him, and he rung to meet hun, and falls on his neck
and kisses him, How is the tender mercy of God
here set forth! What encouragement to return,
notwithstanding all that a guilty conscience and
unbelief may suggest. The sinner brings with him
a broken heart, a sense of his errors, and of' his
. unworthiness; and the Tather burics all in immediate,
in everlasting oblivion, He puts on him the garment
of salvation, the rohe of righteousness, and all heaven
rings with joy. A soul is rescued from rain, made
capable of happiness, and the Divine merey is cmi.
nently elorified,

N

FEBRUARY 24,
Scripinre selected for the day.—Luke, xvi. 19—3},

r . \

Ihe lowest place on earth, with heaven to come,

how superior to the highest place on earth, connagted
L3
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with future death! And yet this obyious truth makes
no more impression on men than it does on the
brutes, unless the principle of faith be in exercise as
it was in Moses, Hebrews, xi. 24, 25.

We learn froin this parable, that a resting in
outward mercies may be as certainly ruinous as open
profligacy. No erime except that of being destitute
of compassion, is even alluded to in this case; nor
does the rich man appear to be condemned for this,
but for not seeking a better portion than aflluence
and gumptuous fare,

We here algo learn, that the sufferings of the
wicked will be insupportable, and that they are
without remedy and alleviation. This parable con-
futes all idea of purgatory; there is no way across
the great gulph—As Abrahum consented not to an
extraordinary commission to the rich man’s relations
on earth, to warn them lest they ulso came into that
place of torment, so let no one expect an extraordi-
nary and miraculous revelation, to effect his conver-
sion, or the conversion of his friends.—Dinally, if we
would do spiritual good to our connexions, it must
be done now,—very soon they will have passed
beyond our reach.

Upon the whole, this is a most alarming repre-
sentation of the state of the wicked in eternity, May
I dread receiving my portion in this life, and be
reconciled even to a state of suffering as that which
is most safe, though not most pleasant, May I not
be content with any earthly good, however great,
but seek that inheritance which is incorruptible, and
undefiled, and which fadeth not away.

FEBRUARY 25.
Seripture selected for the day.—Luke, xviii. 1-7,

““ Men ought always to pray, and not to faint!”
This - is a maxim which our Lord herg means to
enforce, He does not intend by it any thing contrary
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to another injunction,—* Not slothful in business;
fervent in spirit:” hut he means, that we should
always most anxiously cultivate the spirit of devotion,
even to a loly importunity.

The reasons for this are most obvious: we are
always prone to evil,—always surrounded with dan-
gors,— always exposed to enemies,—and ever in
want of Divine assistance.

But God is pleased with importunity in prayer: his
people are represented as erying day and night unto
him, Such importunify implies that we are in earnest ;
that we set a proper value upon spiritual mercies;
and that we have 2 due reliance on the faithfulness
of God, even when he appears to delay.

It has been remarked, that men, the most emi-
nently useful, have been most eminent for the spirit
of prayer. The Reformers and Puritans were bright
examples.

If these things be so, how much shame I ought to
tuke to myself, that I have been so remiss, so cold in
prayer, and have exercised so little faith therein! No
wonder that I have glorified God so little, and have
enjoyed so few of the comforts of religion, since I
have so awfully neglected my closet, and so wickedly
slighted a throne of grace. O Lord, quicken me in
this duty. May I know more of the worth of prayer;
and may the Spirit of grace and supplication be
poured out upon me: then T shall know that it is
jood for me to draw near to God. What need *

have of the Diyine merey to pardon those sins
which I have cherished even in my solemn addresses
to God, and for my preference of human society be-
fore communion with Jehovah, my heavenly Father!

FEBRUARY 25.
Seripture selected for the day.—Luke, xviii. 9—14,

“Thus saith the High and Lofty One, that in-
habiteth eternity, whose name is Holy, I dwell in
i 4
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the ligh and holy place; with him also that is of a
contrite and humble spirit, and to revive the heart of
the contrite ones.” This passage opens to us the true
intent of this parable ; the exact point of difference
between these tvo worshippers lay in the frame of
spirit with which they approached God: the one
came to thank God for his superiority over others;
the other stood afar off, perhaps at the threshold
of the temple, as unworthy the place which God
called his own house, and where pious men howed
before him. Full of conscious guilt, he could not lift
his eyes unto heaven ; as though he had said,—* I
have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am
no more worthy to be called thine.” Further, ex-
pressive of the anguish of his soul, his self-abhorrence,
and deep ularm, he smites npon his breast, and cries
out, * Gad, he mevciful to me o sinner.” This man
went home justificd, rather than the Pharisee,

The following rellections appear to be suggested
by this parable :(—

Tho Pharisce did not form a just estimate of his
character; he would have found, if he had com-
parved his heart and life with the Divine law, that he
was a sinner, and that it was of the Lord’s mercies
that he was not consumed.

Religious pride is offensive at all times, but most
detostable whon it displays itself in approaches to
God. The infite difference between God and the
worm man, between a holy God and a degraded
rebel, will ever keep a true worshipper at the utmost
distance from pride and impudence in his attempts to
come before the Almighty.

It is only the humble and contrite who are
capable of receiving 1divine mercy. It is only in
such a heart that the Divine principle can live and
flourish.

Who is it that mourns {or his sins wilh inward
smart? The hamble and the contrite, Who s it that
looks to the Lamb of God that taketh away sin? The
man oppressed with a sense of the greatness of his
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transgressions ? Who is it that udorns ihe dootrine
of God our Saviour in all things! Ouly the man
whose soul, clothed in humility, is the habitation of
G o through the Spirit.

What is it that capacitates a person to join the
songs of heaven, but humility ? There is the most
humbling recollection of a former state of guilt and
misery.—“ Unto him that washed us from our sins in
his own blood, unto Him be glory.”

Pride ruined angels, has ruined the world, and in
the very ora of redemption excludes God from the
heart, and the soul from heaven.

FEBRUARY 27.
Scripture selected for the day.-—John, iv. 19—29.

It hag been a favourite attempt with some persons,
to prove that our Lord Jesus Christ did not promul-
gate  those {ruths which have been denominated
* the peculiar doetrines of the gospel;” but that he
merely taught the truths of natural religion, adding
to them those of the resurrcetion and o fature state :
and that his great work on carth wus to teach a
systermn of perfect morals. A little attention, how-
vver, will enable us to discern, that all the doctrines
found in the epistles were first promulgated in our
Lord's ministry. It is true, that his ministry did not
admit of any particular enlargement on these doc-
trines ; the work of redemption, on which they are
Lmilt, not being then accomplished. But we have
exactly that notice of them which might reasonably
Le expeeted, as truths intended for future use, and
as the foundation of an edifice then ahout to Dhe
erected.

The insinnation, then, that the first principles of
the system of redemption are not to be found in owr
Lord’s discourses, is equally ragh and preswmnptuons.

E &
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Cun it be, that he who eame front thie bosom of the
Father,— --qu who 13 himselt’ the Corner-stone, yoa,
the Foundation, which God hatl laid in %ioen, should
ot have furnishod thoge materialy which the apostles
ag wise master builders msod in the ercelion of the
christian edilice? It cannct be. Wohat the apostle
Tanl sald for himecll, all the apoatles conlirmed :-—
s F have received of the Topd that whicl wlse 1
delivercd aute you”

0 Lovd, bestow upon me, sceing L G anly be
niaude wise to salvation by n im‘tllium ot thy Wil
i humble and teachable dispogition; and so prepars
my heart by thy Holy Spiit, ihat thy truth nay
dwell in me richly in oll koowledge aud spiritual
undarstanding. O deliver me feom puide, w'olh
seorns simpheity of mind, and the child-like dupo-
sition which thou as my Cieent Teacher requirests
and as * 5 new-born babe may freceive the sincere
milk af the word, that I may grow thereby.”

——
PEBRUARY 26.
Seripture sefected for the day.—John, X, 0.

That our Lord Jesus taught the doetrine of his
divinity, and that the apostles who wrote lis life did
s0, are faels so manifest, that ve are compelled fo
look for the eause of their dental in the stopendous
and overwhelming nature of this doctrine rather than
in any obscurity in the communications made o us oy
this snbjeet. r| hat the eternal dehovah should have
anitéd himgelf 1o the Lmman nature, though i a
spotless form, and have become by Hubsluulmn a
eviminated and immolated  vietim Tor the sins of
worms, is a fact, every relerence to which, places be-
fore us innscessible he dghts, and unfathomable de Pihs s
and we are over Whvlmul in the contemplation of the
infinite  condescension of the Almighty, and the
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inconceivable turpitude ol transgression. Selomon
anie, < Will God in very deed dwell with men?”
Wiili how much more astonishment and hesitation
may we ask, Bat will God in very deed become
incarnate for meu, yea, for the rebellious? Wonder,
€) heavens ! Be astomshiod, O eavth I—<The Word
iwhich wus God] was made flesh, and dwelt amuong
e, and we beheld Tus glory, the glory uas of the
Only-Begoetten of the Wather, full of grace and
truth.”

Woo might he afraid of believing this awful iruth
irom the mouth of man: hut we must believe it when
Clirist himself plaioly and uncquivoeally declares it :—
“ Vol my Father are one” ¢« Before Abraham -
wite, £ am.” “€ Tathor, glovify theu me with the
glory which I had with thee before the world was.”
“That they all may be one, as theu Father art in
me, and 1 in thee” <1 will send the Cowforter,”
Adl things it the Father hath are mine,” < Lord,
show us the Father, and i€ sofliceth na. Yesus saith
unto him, Have 1 been so long time with you, and
yet hast thou not known me, Philip?” «All men
should  honour the Son even as they honour the
Father.” “Baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”
“I am with you alway, even unto the end of the
world.”

The testimony of the sacred historiens is equally
deviyive :—< She shall bring forth a Son, and they
shull call his name Emmanuel, which, being inter-
proted, i, God with us.” “The Word was God.”
“The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.”
i iAA:“ things were made by him.”

G my soul, however awful, however astontshing
this ‘truth, it becomes thee to how before snch testi.
mony. But how shall my love to such a condescending
God, how shall my devotion and astonighment, reach
the elevation of a truth so stupendous ! How sure the
Promises,—how tremendously awful the threatenings,
—thus sealed and ratified by blood Divine !

1 b
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FLEBRUARY 20,
Sevipture selected fur the day.— Maithew, Nxvi 2H.

In the other parts of the New Testament this
doctrine is abundantly taught ; but it may he asked,
How far did Jesus Christ, before his death, promul-
gate the doctrine of his being a vicarious Sacrifice ?
By this term is meant, that Jesus Christ was offered
up a Vietim to penal justice; that the sing of nien
were luid upon him gy and that he hore, as the Sub-
stitute for sinners, such punishment as an offended
Governor and Legislator thought fit to “aflict; and

that by these sufferings, ending in the pouring out of

his blood and in his death, an adequate compensation
to the pure principles of the Divine nature and
government has heen made for the guilt of sinners,
s a5 to open a way, on 1he application of the re-
pealing sinner, for hig reconciliation o God, This
expresses the meaning of the word at-one-ment. The
question then is, Are we to wnderstund, from the
disconrses of Christ, that his death was merely that
ol a maurtyr, or that of a vietim offered on the altar
of Glod’s jusiice, to open a way for the pardon of
sin !—-* The 8on ol man gave hig life a ransom for
many.” ‘I am the Good Shepherd: the Good Shep-
herd giveth his life for the sheep.” < Except ye eat
the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ve
have no life in you,” “This is my blood of the New
Covenant, which is shed for many, for the remission
of sins.”

Flhese passages may surely suflice to show, that
this most  Important  doctrine oceupied just that
plice m our Lord’s minisfry which we should have
axpeeted,

O wonderful mercy ! O astonishing condescension !
He took our degraded nature, — suffercd,— died, and
submitted to be treated us a culprit, both hy heaven
and carili,
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“ Withjoy, - with grief, that healing hand T see
Al too conspienous | it is fix'd on high :
On high! What means my frenzy ? 1 blaspheme;
Alas, how low ! how far beneath fhe skies !
The skies it form'd ; and now it bleeds far me,—
But bleeds the bulm I want, yet still it hleeds ;
Draw the dive steel, - ah, no l—the dreadful blessing,
What heart, or can sustain, or daves forego 2
There hangs all human liope: that nail supports
The fulling universe : that gone, we drop :
Horvor receives us, and the dismal wish
Creation had been smother'd in her birth,—
Darkness his curtain, and his bed the dust;
When stars and sun are dust beneath his throne !
In heav'n itself can snel indulgence dwell?
O what a gronn was there! A groan not his,
He seiz'd our dreadful vight; the load sustain'd ;
And heay'd the mountain from a guilty world,
A’ thousand worlds so houglit, were bought too dear,
Sensations new in angels’ bosomy rise,
Suspend their song ; and make a pause in bliss,”

MARCIT 1.
Seriplure selected for the day.- Ephesians, i 1 -1

He is an incompetent legislator and governor,
who, according to the utmost extent of his capacity,
does not, by the laws and by his ifluenee, seeure the
very best possible results in his government. The
Divine foreknowledge, all udwmit; but some persons
seem unwilling  that Ciod shonld fore-appeint. Dut
why?! Ave not his elernsl arranyemnents better than
‘fliﬂncc !—He has predestinated belicvers to be con-
formed to the image of his Son; and with regard
to unbelievers, his arrangements do not frustrate
their happiness. On the conirary, they secure as
Tnuch good, and prevent as much evil, as possible,
ma world devoted, by its crimes, to destruction, 1t
should, therefore, he matter of Joy, that ““of him,
and through him, and to him, are all things,” aul
should excite us to Join iu addig, *f to whom he
- glory for ever. Amen,”





