


Of the. CHURCH of JESUS CHRIST*.

te together every one of you hath a .pfalm, hath a
" hath a tongue," (that is, he fpeaks in a foreign language),
" hath a reve!ations hath an interpretation. Let all things
<e be done to edifying, Let the prophets" (that is, fuck
as fpeak unto edificatio.n, and exhortation, and comfort,
I Cor. xiv, 3.) " fpeak two or three, and let the others
" ju^ge. If any thing be revealed to another," (that is,
if fo be that this or another thing be by the Holy Ghoft
made plain, or difclofcd to him that fitteth by,) " let-the
16 firft hold his peace; For ye may all prophefy, one by one,
" that all may learn, and all may be comforted. Let youc
" women keep filence in the churches, for it is not per-
te mitted unto them to fpeak—thefe are the commandment^
" of the Lord—let all things be done decently, and in,
" order," I Cor, xiv. 26, &c.

§ 245-

AMONGST many, things, which might be faid of fchtj
church of Chrift of that time, two points only remain yetj
to be obferved. The firft has a reference to the preaching
among the heathen, and the fecond to the elders and teachers,

Our Saviour, even before his. death on the,crofss had faid
to his difciplesj *.' Ye have not chofen me, but I have
" chofen you, and ordained you, that ye fhould go and
« bring forih fruit, and that your fruit (hould remainj" John,,
xv. 16. And, after his refurreflion, he faid to them, "Go
" ye into all the world, and preach the Gofpel to every
" creature" (that is, to all the heathen) Mark, xvi. 15.
" Go and teach, all nations, -and Jo, I am with you alway,
" even unto the etfd of the wprld," Matt, xxvii i . IGJ, 20.

But this ;he church of Chrift did npt fo understand, as if
this had been commanded the apoftles alone, to the excluM
fion of all other perfons. Neither indeed could it Se fo,>
taken, becaufe the words are annexed, " Lo, I am witli
" you alway^ even unto the. end of the yuorld,*' For, if thg
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preaching among the heathen was to have ceafed with the
apoftles, how could our Saviour have faid, " I am alway
" with you, even unto the end of the world?"

•But that the church of Chrift has believed, that the
preaching among the heathen wa's to continue always (yet
all in a way conformable to the mind of Jefus) the following
words of John indicate: " Beloved, thou doft faithfully
*' whatfoever thou doeft to the brethren, and to Grangers,
te who have borne witnefs of thy charity before the church j
" whom, if thou bring forward on their journey after a
" godly fort, thou fiialt do well. Becaufe that for his
*s name's fake, they went forth taking nothing of the Gen-
ee tiles " (that is, they preached the Gofpel without charge,
as Paul did likewife, i Cor. ix. 18.) " we therefore ought
" to receive fuch, that we might be fellow-helpers to the
" truth," 3 John, 5, &c.

Thefe were not the apoftlcs, but other brethren, who
found themfelves mpved to preach the Gofpel to the Gen-
tiles, or Heathen. The words, " ye fhould fhew forth
" the praifes of him, who hath called you out of darknefs
et Into his marvellous light," t Pet. ii. g. do certainly
fpeak not alone concerning the miniflry in the Gofpel
among the heathen, but neither do they exclude it. If the
church of Chrift, after the apciftolic times, had not believed
that the words of Chrift, " Preach (he Gofpel to every
" creature," were obligatory upon them \y nations,
who were afterwards brought to Chrifl-, would be yet fitting
in darknefs, and know nothing of Chrift, And lyhertfas.
there are many thoufands of the heathen, who to this very
day have he,ard nothing of the Gofpel; therefore our Sa-
viour's words, " Preach the Gofpel ;to every creature,"
Continues for (he fame rcafon now, as then, in great

in his church,
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