—
xxii

A SErMON before the Sociery

It has been the poiiéy of govcrnin‘énf,' fuch

as it is, from the earlieft times to kccp diftant

provinces and colonies under the moft fevere
reftraints and fubjection.
ftraints have been removed, the mother-country
has always been a great gainer by the advan-
tages fhe has communicated to her fubje@s.
Indeed it is a truth, not more important than
it is evident and obvious, that the moft fure
and effectual method of receiving good from
men is to do good to them; or, as St. Paul
beautifully exprefles it, “ To PROVOKE ONE
¢ ANOTHER TO GOODP WORKs™” But the
minds of men are not fufficiently preparcd and
enlightened by experience to adopt it in prac-
tice. A time, I doubt not, will come, in the
progreflive improvement of human affairs, when
the checks and reftraints we lay on the induftry
of our fellow-fubjecs, and the jealoufies we
conceive at their profperity, will be confidered
as the effects of a-miftaken policy, prejudicial
to all parties, but chiefly to ourfelves. It
would be a noble effort of virtuous ambition
to anticipate this difcovery ; to break through
the prejudices and felfith fpirit of the age ; to
find a better path to our true intereft; and to
make our country great, and powerful, and
rich, not by force or fraud, but by Ju{hee,
friendthip and humanity.
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Yet when thofe re~

: 'p;ofpﬁtous and happy. -
 which.a.nation can never, fuﬁicxently .acknow-
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Pc mﬁmtc 1mportancc of. 1t.;. Thc
Qf a, pnvate man affifts and fupports a
ndivic sals,; but this publick virtue: does
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: ;'igood ;gampafands and tens of thoufands. ‘ Thc
. fogm;;ﬂg;ixeves the dxﬁrcfs of a friend, or of a
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iy 5. the latter alts in a higher fphere;_it
uads. fates and kmgdoms, or makes. them
" Yet all .this merit,

ledge,: at: Jeaft all that we prefume to defcribe,
confifts in the right application of the plain good
rules, which are fo often repeated to-us in
fcripture ; © WHATSOEVER YE WOULD THAT
¢ MEN SHOULD DO UNTO YOU, DO YE EVEN
¢ §0 UNTO THEM. FOLLOW THAT WHICH
* 1SGOOD TO ALL MEN. LOOK NOT EVERY
‘¢ MAN ON HIS OWN THINGS, BUT EVERY
.‘,‘f MAN ALSO ON THE THINGS OF OTHERS.
A .\BLAR_YE ONE ANOTHER’S BURTHENS, AND
s SC‘)"‘FULFIL THE LAW oF CHRIsT.” But
thefe truths lie before the eyes of men, like me-
dicinal herbs in the open field; and for want of
applying them to their proper objes, they re-
main lgnorant of their virtues. Yet we may fay,
wnth a pious confidence, that this has not been

ourowncafe. This Society has thought that we-
could not obey thefe divine precepts in a manner
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