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A SErMON bq’dre the Society

and the intricacies of commerce afford fufficient

exercife for political wifdom. Add to this a
vaft acceffion of diftant territory, the art of
governing which we are yet to learn.. Our
colonies are rifing into ftates -and nations.
The extreme boundaries of the world are open-
ing to our view ; and regions, unknown to our
fathers, may foon become the objects, of; con-
tention. In this great thifting {cene of human
affairs, the concerns of this extenfive empire
are growing every year into more importance
and dignity. It behoves us to adopt fome, plan
of condudt, that fhall be fuitable to our {ituation
and the high charatter we fuftain. The in-

tereft of Britain, confidered fingly by itfelf,
ought not at prefent to be the fole; and in a

few ages may not be the moft confiderable ob-

- je& of attention. We have already tried what
advantage is to be found in governing by force;

and have no reafon to be proud of the expe-
riment. What benefit has accrued to the pub-
lick from the plunder and defolation of an in-
duftrious helplefs people? The whole profit,
we have reaped from fo much injuftice and

dithonour, has ended in fraudulent fchemes, vain -

and extravagant expetations, ruinous expence
and luxury; attended with a general lofs of
credit and confidence, a fudden fufpenfion of
commerce and induftry, and an almoft total
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fﬁé‘plﬁége of the main fprings and vital motions:
. of“fociety. It requires no common degree of

“wifdomn to deliver our country from fuch gains
and fuch profperity as this ! '

CA great liberal commanding fpi\rit is want-
‘ing; fuch as has appeared but rarely in mo-
‘dern “times, but was better known to the an-
c¢iénts ; which, without computing and calcu-

| Iz{mng what is ftrictly due, can extort affe@ion
and gratitude by publick fervices; which can-

facrifice little and even great interefls to the

_‘eftablithment of a folid permanent authority,

founded on juftice and moderation : which

- permitting it’s fubje@s to enjoy and improve

all their natural advantages, can always avail
itfc’l€ of their wealth and numbers for the de-
fenee: or the glory of the empire; and is fure
‘to find the moft powerful refources of govern-~-
ment in their friendfhip and love. |
Wc prefume not to inftru& our rulers in the
mieafuiés of government : but it is the prbpci'
ofﬁcc of a preacher of the gofpel of peace, to
point oist the laws of juftice and equity which

"maft ul"tiiﬁ'at'ely regulate the héppincfs of ftates

'a’t‘s‘”%‘vge‘l_l as of individugls: and which are no
ot»hér’ in effe@ than thofe benevolent chriftian

| lﬁmo:‘};a‘li‘!s"?v‘_hich it is the province of this Society
t‘?_tea-ch,‘ transferred from the duties of private
%fj&to ‘the adminiftration of publick affairs.
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