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tive of the nobleft benefits ; and, at all events,

will neither leffen the extent of our power,
nor fhorten the duration of it. \
When things are on fo reafonable a footin_g,‘
if there fhould happen to be any errors in
government, they will foon be corrected by
the friendly difpofition of the people;’ and the
endeavours to feparate the intereft of the colo-
nies from that of Great Britain will be received

- with the indignation, that is due to the artifices

of fa&ious men, who with to grow eminent by
the misfortunes of their country.

" Even in that future ftate of independency,
which fome amongft them ignorantly with for,
but which for their true intereft can never be

too long delayed ; the old and prudent will

often look back on their prefent happinefs with
regret; and confider the peace and fecurity, the

ftate of vifible improvement, and brotherly

equality, which they enjoyed under the pro-

. tection of their mother-country, as the true

golden age of America.
I need not fuggeft how favourable thefe dif-
pofitions muft prove to the reception of the

religious and berevolent do&rines, which it is ~

the bufinefs of this Society to propagate. Under
a mutual inclination to peace and good will,
the leflons of piety we teach will be héard

with that fair attention which always turas to
| the
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the advantage of truth; and the chims we

- mdlie Wilk'be eftimated (which is all we ought
to ﬁdisﬁr,é)i!by the reafonablenefs of them.
4P owst I feel upon my mind a firong impref-
fion of the publick advantages that would refult
frofi s benevolent and chriftian policy ; and
T-eonld with fot the intereft of manlkind; and
of‘guf country in particular, that it' may not
becdhought wholly of a vifionary ‘nature. ' I
ehiade T cant feea frong and immediate demand
apon us ﬁ&‘r‘ fgcha condud¥, from-the fituation we
#re iny and' the wnufual occurrences that have

. paficd'before us within a fewyéars, There feems

& prefent to be a great and general commotion,
a‘ﬂéﬁ Yenidency to change, in the minds of men.
Antrvated:by the gradual improvement of know-

'Redge, and the fortunate example of this country,

our neighbours have had the courage to think
Wﬁ’h greater freedom on the moft important
fubfedts, and to'look for fomething better in reli~
giothand government, than they find eftablithed
among themfelves. And even in this land of
liberty, where we have been long in pofleffion
of the moft folid and valuable truths, the fpirit
Of_: “enquiry is ftill at work, and urging it’s pur-
fuits with a dangerous freedom, that rifks more
than it can hope to gain. At the fame time
not only difcontent and faétion, but the real

diﬂicu.ltiesof things, the extent, the fluGuation
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