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A S ERMON before tbe Soczety

ceafe to beheve and praétlfe it, and all in ge-
neral become moft indifferent to it. May they
not poflibly be more fuccefsful than their
mother-country has been, in preferving that re=
verence and authority, which is due to the laws ?
to thofe who make? and to thofe who execute
them? May not a method be invented of procur-
ing fome tolerable thare of the comforts of life
to thofe inferior ufeful ranks of men, to whofe
induftry we are indebted for the whole? Time
and’ difcipline may difcover fome means to cor-
rect the extreme inequalities of condition be-
tween the rich and the poor, fo dangerous

 to the innocence and the happinefs of both.

They may fortunately be led by habit and
choice to defpife that luxury, which is con-
fidered with us as the true enjoyment of
wealth. 'They may have little relith for that
ceafelefs hurry of amufements, which is pur-

" fued in this country without pleafure, exer-.

cife, or employment. And perhaps after- try-
ing fome of our follies and caprices, and re-
je&ting the reft, they may be led by reafon
and experiment to that old fi mp}‘rcny, ‘which
was firft pointed cut by nature, and has pro-
duced thofe models which we ftill admire in
arts, eloquenrce and manners, The diverfity
ef new fcenes and ﬁtuaﬂtlens,

growing fratesmuft neceffarily pafs through, may

’ xntron

which fo many
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mtroduce changes in the fluGtuating oplmons
and manners of men, whichwe can form no con-
ception of. And not only the gracious dif-
pbﬁt'ion of Providence, but the vifible prepa-

 ration of caufes, feems to indicate ftrong ten-
* dencies towards a general improvement.

And I hope that thefe matters, which I have
prefumed to dwell upon perhaps a little too
mmutely, will not appear totally foreign to
the prcfent occafion, if we refle&t that to what-
ever limits the population of our colonies may
extend, whatever ftates and kingdoms they may
form; through all the progrefs of their fortuntgv
and profperity ; the labours of this Society will
‘probably continue to operate with an increafing
influence.. That fober and reafonable fenfe of
duty, which has been taught under our direGion
to a few fcattered villages, may give it’s charac-
ter_hereafter to the religion and morals of a
powerful ftate. The weak and imperfet fruits -
we reap at prefent may bear no higher pro-
portton to the future benefits that may arife, .
than that of a few fcattered feeds to the ful-
nefs of the harveft.

- And. perhaps the dlﬁnteref’ced zeal of tl'ns
Socxety for the inftru&ion of our brethren in
Narth America, may tend ta revive that union

~end cordxahty between the mother-country

and it’s colonies, which for the common utility
: ought



