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of former days. Let it be confidered for how
many ages great part of the world appears not
to have thought at all; how many more they
have been bufied in forming fyftems and con-
jeCtures; while reafon has been loft in a laby-
rinth of wosds, and they never feem to have
fufpected, on what frivolous matters their minds
were employed.  And let it be well underftood,

what rapid improvements, what important
difcoveries have been made in a few years, by
a few countries, with our own at their head,
which have at laft difcovered the right method
of ufing their faculties. May we not reafon-
ably expet that a number of provinces, pof-
fefled of thefe advantages, and qulckencd by
mutual emulation, with only the common pro-
grefs of the human mind, thould very confi-
derably enlarge the boundaries of f{cience.  The
vaft continent itfelf, over which they are gra-
dually {preading, may be confidered as a trea-
fure, yet' untouched, of natural productions,
that fhall hereafter afford ample matter for
commerce and contemplation. And if we re-
flect what a ftock of knowledge may be accu-
mulated by the conftant progrefs of mdu{’cry
and obfervation, fed with freth fupplies from

the ftores of nature, affifted fometimes.by thofe -
-ftood” and rendered moft pure and reafonable,

happy ftrokes of chance, which mock all the
powers of invention, and fometimes by thofe
fuperior

'of our excellent conftitution.

" far the Propagation of the Gafpel.

fupenor chara&crs which anfe occaﬁonally to
‘xn{’rru& and enhghten the world ; it is difficult
cven to imagine to what heighth of i 1mprove—
ment their difcoveries may extend.

And perhaps thev may make as confiderable
advances in the arts of civil government and

a ‘thc condu& of life.

We have reafon to be proud and even jealous,
'But thofe equi-
table principles on which it was formed, an

‘equal reprefentation, (the. beft dlfcovery of

political wifdom) and a juft and commodious
diftribution of power, which with us were
the price of civil wars, and the reward of the
virtues and fufferings of our anceftors, defcend

‘to them as a natural 1nhcrxtance, without toxl
_ ‘m' pain. But muft they reft here as in the

ytmoft effort of human genius? Can chance
apd time, the wifdom and the experience of
pubhck men, fuggef’: no new remedy againft the
cvxls, thexr yices and ambition are perpetually
apt to. \g:aufe? May they not hope, without

prefumption; to preferve a greater zeal for
piety and: publick devotion than-we have done ?
For,, fure it can hardly happen to them, as it

haS*tG» us, .that when religion 'is beft under-

that then fhould be the precife time,when many
e b 2 ceafe



