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‘prepared them for the difcipline of law and

religion.

But a more promifing field is opened to our

hopes, in the populous provinces of our own-

colpnies. The rapid increafe of their numbers

on -every fide, in a country where the means

of f{ubfiftence are eafy and open, together with

the perpetual acceflion of inhabitants from
Europe, are continually forming new congre-
gations. Now knowledge of all kinds will
‘probably be rare amongft men who are enter-
ing into the firft rudiments of fociety ; and
while thieir attention is bent on procuring the
neceffaries of life, it is not to be expected that
they fhould be either diligent or fuccefsful
in -the’ improvement of religious knowledge.
Here -therefore the inftru@ions that are con-

‘veyed-to them by the libe’rality of this Society,

may be of effential and durable fervice. This
is fowing the good feed in a fruitful foil ; and
what ‘is fo planted may produce returns of a
hundred fold, and afford fruit and ‘nourith-
ment to future generations. Allow me to in-

‘dulge a little the pleafure of contemplating in

profpect the good that may refult in after
times from this our labour of love. |
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~Perhapis the annals of hiftory have never
éﬁ'orded a more grateful fpeGacle to a bene~

" volent and ,philofophickmind, than the growth

and pmgrefs of the Britith colonies in North
'Arﬁéri-ca. We fee a number of fcattered fet=

~ tlements, formed at firft for the purpofes of

trade, -or from a {pirit of enterprize; to pro-
cure a maintenance, or to enjoy the exercife of
their religion, which in thofe un}’xappy days
was refufed them at home, growing by de-
grees, under the protetion of -thcir mf)ther-
country, who treated them with the indul-

gence due to their weaknefs and infancy, into .

1 ‘ dina
little feparate common-wealt}.ls. Place
clihxate,Pthat foon became fruitful and healthy

by their induftry; pofleffing that liberty which -

was the natural growth of their own country,
atid fecured by her power againft foreign enc-
mies, they feem to have been intended; as a

- {olitary experiment, to inftru@ the world to

what improvements and happinefs mankind
will naturally attain, when they are fuﬁ'c?red to
ufe their own prudence, in fearch of their own
intereft. I muft repeat it again as an obferva.-
tion not unworthy of this audience‘and this
‘QCCaﬁon, that - there is no inftance in the re-
icord's of time, where infant colonies have been
treated with fuch a juft and liberal indu]ge:?{ccGi
o a



