v

A SER MON before the Society

that the holy fcriptures. allow the fons of men
to confider themfelves as glorifying God; and
fuch, we are affured, are the moft likely to obtain
his favour and good will to men.  Withount en-

tering into a farther explicatidn of the words, -

fuffer me to defire that you will keep in your
minds the general principle contained in them;
and you will find it eafily applicable to the facts,
the circumftances, and the different fituations
of things, which I fhall take leave to mention,
as being more or lefs connected with the credit
and influence of this Society. ,

The firft obje& of our zeal was the conver-
fion of the Indians; and it fhould feem no
difficult tafk to influence the minds of men,

~who have few religious notions of their own
growth, and appear to have no ftrong pre-

judices in favour of them. Such minds ope
would think might eafily be led to receive a
religion of the moft fimple form, confifting of
a few great luminous principles, and incul-
cating plain rules of life and condud, which
muft approve their ufefulnefs in defarts, as
as well as in cities. Such doltrines, founded
on Divine authority, would, in all appearance,
be particularly welcome, where the reftraints

~of law and government have but little force.
~ Yet it has happengd contrary to our hopes, .

that

-ffor the Propagatjorz qf' the Go/}el

that the preaching .of the gofpel has been of
fmall efficacy -amongft the Indians. . The fa-
gacity for which they are remarkable feems
to be of a partial kind, and to partake more
of inftin& than of reafon. They can employ
great art to obtain their ends; to procure what
they defire; or to gain a fuperiority over an
enemy: but their paffions and habits pro-
ceeding always in one narrow track, they have
neither relith nor difcernment for the cleareft

| truths, to which they have not been accuftomed.

After thewing the greateft addrefs and courage
in {ubduing or furprifing an enemy, they can-
not comprehend that it would be generous not

to torture him; and that it would be wife to

give fuch treatment as-they would with to
receive. 'They have befides an untameable
favage fpirit, which has refufed to hear the
voice of inftruion ; which has obftinately re-
jeGted the arts and improvements of the Eu-
‘ro;pcans‘, and has hitherto only adopted the
moft beaftly of their vices. -

For thefe reafons, though we ought not to
remit our endeavours, yet I fear we have
little reafon to hope for their converfion, till

fome great change in their manners has made

thcl_'n abandon their favage vagrant life, an'd’
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