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COLLEGE

. ASL{TIC‘ CHRISTIAN AND OTHER YOUTH.

A MORE important object can scarcely engage the mind, than that of the
propagation of Christianity throughout India. While this, however, is to he-
expecied alone from the power of God,'it is no less true, that his wisdom:
adapts the means te the end with infinito precision.: Of this truth, those;ineans

he was pleased formerly to employ in planting Christianity in.the héathew
world, furnish the most convincing proof. The obstacles which the Gospel had
to surmount at its first promulgation are well known ; in addition to the na-

tural aversion of the human heart, thero were those which would. have pre-

cluded the Gospel from obtaining a full hearing, and thus have erushed in the

bud all hepe of its extension, had not Infinite Wisdom met the clrcumstances

of the then heathen world, in a manner worthy of itself.

.+ There are-four things which.command attention to a new doctrine ; power,
interest, eloguence, and purity of life. OFf these, Infinite Wisdom rejected the
first three, as wholly foreigii to the nature of the Gospel. Power bows the
mind, but ehanges not the heart. Intercst corrupts the soul, and renders the
heart still more unholy. Eloquence dazzles the understanding, and shoves the
passions for the moment, but leaves the heart wholly unchanged, as the most
illustrions display of .it ever. known, fully evinces: Demosthenes moved.the
Athenians for the mement,: prevailing on.them to agree to the measures pro-
posed against Philip; but he made no permanent change: in their habits 2 they:
remained the same! luxurmusy indolent, selfish people that he found them.
Imtha?ﬁ:st propagators-of the Gospel, purity of life, therefore, was the only
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means likely to atiract attention. But the holiness of Christianity was not
ostentations; it included neither the cloak of the eynic, nor the unfeeling in-.
flexibility of the stoie. Thaugh pure, peaceable, gentle, easy to be intreated,
full of merey aud good fruits, it was not reputable: it even wore the appear-
ance of impiety ; and, * Take away the impious,” was another mode of sa}m

“ Devote the christians to death.”

In these circumstances the Samour displayed infinite wisdom and grandeur
of design. To draw the attention of men to his Gospel, he conferred on its
first propagators supernatural power ; he invested them with a certain charac-
ter of divinity ; he indued them with the power of working miracles. This
raised them at once above the philosophers,~the orators,—and even the rulers
and prinees of the age. To the heatlien, familint with the - doctrine of dezme-
ndlogy, they appeared as so many~benexvolent divinities, dispensing health and
hoppiness on every side. This drew the public attention; and being found
upright, benevolent, and humble, while they wiclded powess which sileneed
the deities theiselves, they effectually recémmmxdcd}tbmﬁospel tg all rauks;
of men, : O P EE AT P TR B

. g et o i X

. But these mlracuhus gnﬁs, a&er having :lmﬁm\&heﬁitf@mmn 05 men tocthe
Gospel, and fully attested its divine ofigin, wete gradually withdrawmn; and
the Gospel was left to make its way ambng men by its own inirinsic excellenice.
This it did effectually by manifesting its genuine nature, bringing into compa~
rison with itself the various systems of ethics and philesophy admired by the
heathen world, demonstrating the futility of them all, and its own: superiority
as asystem. of authentic theology, of sound and rational philosopliy, of pure
and benevolent morals. To.effect this, however, nothing was necessary béyend
a knowledge of'tlie two systems ;—and this was easily obtained. The compa-
nions and:proselytes of the apestles andithe first evangelists, were of eourse well
acquainted with the pature of the Gospel: and as all the philosophers of
Gireece disputed and wrote in the current language, the degmas of each schook
were kniownto intelligent men of the Jowest rank in life; and little was neces-
sary beside a good natuval understanding, to enable any one to compare the
tireology and ethics of the heathen world with the Gospel in all its bearings,~—
and to demonstrate its superiority in every point.of view. The gradual effect
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ms; ilnt4ho theology, phllosophy, and othics of the heathen world were com-
‘pldtalyvdiivon out of the field. The common people exploded them, and
deainodClivistianity alone worthy of all-acceptation ; so that the Gospel, with-
4t «1he least assistance from the governing powers, yvea, in the face of the
gﬁmes’t opposition from them, unltimatoly became g0 much the religion of the
gront bulk of the people, that finally, tho emperers themselves deemed the
ghicouragement of it the most eﬂ'ectugl means of fixing themselves on the
¥ throne.

1o India there remains to be dono at the present time a work equally
extensive with that of the first promulgntors of the Gospel. The nations who
profess Boudhism and the Pouranic systom of idolatry, and are imbued with
the doctrines of the various schools of Hindoo philosophy, can scarcely be
estimated at less than Two Hundred Millions, a population equal to that of
the Roman Empire, which, in the lnaguaze of primitive times, generally
formed, “the whole world.”” This is tho case even if we except China; but
it is well known that in China the dastvines of Boedh prevail as much at
present as they do in Bengal itself. 'Wao enonot therefore estimate at less thau
Three Hundred and Fifty Millions, ar, @ full half of the fumily of man,
those in whose understandings and judgmonts the superior claims of the Gospel
must be established, before we can reagonably expect them either to believe it
to salvation, or {o give it that candid, patient, and continued hearing which
may end in saving faith.

The great question then is, What means are most likely, under the divine
blessing, to accomplish this object? Mimcles have ceased; and to expeet a
renewal of them is vain: having attestod the divine origin of Christiaiiity,
they have accomplished their design ; and they now remain ob_]ects of faith
when read and heard, as they formerly were when seen. The inquiry now
should be, bow to obtain a hearing for thom; in other words, how to draw the
attention of men in India to the Gospel, 10 as to cause them to examine and
believe it to theireternal salvation. From those who understand the real stats
of things, the answer to this will be, that it must be done by publishing the
Gospel in itsnative excellence, and comparing it with all that now holds possession
of the public mind. 'To do this, however, they who make it known, must be

]
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acquainted with those doctrines which hold the great mass of thé people in such

captivity that they fear even to hear the Gospel. But this knowledge can
scarcely be obtained without an acquaintance with the lahguage in which alone
these doctrines are contained, the Siingskritii language; and this points out

‘the necessity of 4 COLLEGE for Native Christian ¥ouths, in which, while

instructed in the Scriptures, they shall be taught Siingskritii in the most efficient
manner, and be made acquainted with the philosophical doctrines which jbrm the
soul of the Boudhist and Pouranic Systems.

The necessity for an institution of this natare will emdenﬂy appear, if we
consider, that as long as the doctrines of the: tearned remain unknown and
unrefuted, the great body of the system is untonched. + Individuals may he
converted ; but the great mass of the _people ‘will never come sufficiently near

to examine what the Gospel really contains. While the Native Christian

preachér remains ignerant of the principles on which the learned found their

'reasomng, he stands in n most disadvantngeous aituation ; in circumstances

wherein the apostle Paul himself never stood, aven if we set aside his miracu-
lops gifts. Had he been as ignorant of the various aystoths of philosophy among
the Greeks, as, with the exception of a few individuals, both Evropean and Na-
tive preachers are at present of the Pourunic and Boudhist systems, he could
not have urged their own writings against them with sueh force and propriety ;
nor have fulfilled his glorions ministry with such offect. “While God is able to
do all things, he seldom makes choice of darkness to convey light. When the
Spmt of God convinces men of sin, he enlightens their understandings ; and,
in the instrument used, he generally employs a krowledge of the previous ideas
of the sinner, as the means of convincing him that these are erroneous and
destructive. This is remarkably exemplified in many ministers deemed illite-
rate, who, if little acquainted with the rules of grammar and rheteric, from
their possessing a thorough knowledge of the ideas of the common people,
often reach their hearts more effectually than ministers more learned but less
conversant with common life. In the countries around us, these ideas, however,
while they pervade the whole soul, and entwine themselves with every action,
are hidden in the Siingskritii language as to the principles on which they are
founded ; nor are they treated of in the common dialects, which are esteemed

~ ioo mean to be employed for that purpose. Totally different from Greecs,
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which possessed -no sacred language, but civeulating every philosophical tenet
in the.common dialect of the newly converted Christians, placed a eomparison
of it with the Gospel within the power of every mind eapable of comparing twe
ideas,—India almost mocks inquiry into her mysteries and -doctrines, which
remain concealed in works hithorto esteemed so sacred, that to attempt the
perusal of them would, in the cominen people, be almost esteemed sacrilege.

A College, therefore, in which Native Christian Youth, while instructed
in the Scriptures, shall also be effectually instructed in the Singskritii lan-
guage, and made fully acquainted yith those tenets and principles on which is
founded the religion of so many mations, may, under the divine blessing, be
of the utmost value to the establishment of genuine Christianity throughout
India and Eastern Asia. Should any-one say, ¢ Wait the conversion of pundits
eminently learned,” it may be replied, that fewer of these than of any class
suffer the Gospel to come near them, fhieir circumstances tending in an extraor-
dinary degree to steel their minds ggainst Christianity, since. ihey have so
much more than others to lose should they llsten to its doctru;es. And while
the instroction of Christian Youth is all the learmntr of the brdilmuns, will be
so much more effectual, that it may possibly : accelerate ‘the work a full age, it
will remove the reproach of ignorpnce from Native Chrlstla.ns, and enable
their clnldren to enjoy the highest literary advantages of thelr own country, as
fully as the highest casts among tho Hindoos.

Nor. can the erudition of a fow European n}iseioharies supersede the
necessity of such an Institution. Kwrapeans need not this to raise them in the
eyes of the natives: they are already viewed as supermr ; and a piindit
‘encountered _and silenced by a Esivopean Stingskritii scholar, by no means
aseribes his defeat to the superior excellence of the Gospel, he rather lmputes
it to the supermrlty of his Europexm opponent, to the genius of whose nation
he has been. accustomed to bow in all other things. To make the Gospel in
India stand in the erudition of Eumpean Missionaries, therefone, is not ‘rreatly
unlike its being made ¢ to stand i in the wisdom of men,” which the Aposﬂe s,
much deprecated knowing that in tbis case it must fall when he. departed and
less able instructors ﬁ]]ed bis plage, If ever the Gospel stands in India, it
:mnst be by # mtwe being opposed lo native in demonsirating its excellenc& above all,
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other systems. Whether we shall discharge our duty to the canse of God, by
leaving the whole body of Native Christians this arduous work to do, while in
total ignorance of the-prineiples on which their adversaries build their system,
and degraded by their ignoranee of the language in which these are laid down,
the mere knowledge of which throws such-a lustre around their opponents, let
reason itself judge. Such was not the case with the Reformers three! eenturies
ago. What could they have done had they been ignorant of Latin and Greek ?
But, pre-eminentlyskilled as they were in all the learning of their adversaries,
and uniting to this a thorough knowledge of the Gospel, - they, with the divine
'blessing, so completely foiled them with their own wonpons, as 1o discomfit
their enemies, though armed with all the power. of the papal hierarchy.

SRR SO :

=== i, W

Ve,

OUTLINES OF THE INSTITUTION.

This Tustitution should impart: Ist. A thorongh and efficient knowledge
of the Stingskritii language, chiefly as opening the way {o an acquaintance
with the principles and doctrines on which the Pouranie and Boudhist systems
are founded, which language should therefore bo mado the grand dhiect of
study with all the youth instrueted; and for this purpoactTho ablést ‘pundits
should be continually retained which can be found throughout Indid,

2. A knowledge of the Arabic language. It is n well known fact, that
fntelligent natives often understand three or four languages ; and instances
are not wanting of native Siingskritii schiolars being eminently skilled in
Arabic. A knowledge of three languages, Stingskriti, Arabic, and Chinese,
lays the foundation for an acquaintance with nearly all the dialects in Eastern
Asia : vext to Stingskritii, therefore, Arabic should be made a principal object
6fstudy; especially with a view to Hebrew and Syriac, with which a native
Siingskritii and Arabic scholar could easily make himself acquainted ; and the
value of which, to a Christian piindif, in comparing and improving the various
Translations of the Scriptures, would be great indeed.

3. As the Chinese is connected with niany of the Eastern dialects, it would
be desirable for a few youths to add a knowledge of this language to their
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gﬁﬁl{'ﬂ” aequisitions, which, with tho helps now afforded, they could easily doj
" and this is rendered the more desirable, from the idea, that there may be
Siingskritii treatises foand in Chinese, which are ne lomger extant in Hin-

doost’han. To these three languages would naturally be added any of the
dialects of India at pleasure, of which these form the basis.

‘4. 1t should include the means of instructing these youths in Christianity.
While they are thus perfecting themselves in the learning of the East, it is of
the bighest importance that their winds be thoreughly imbued with a know-
ledge of the Scriptures, and of Christian Dectrine. This, as they will be the
children of Christian parents, and completely emancipated from the chain of
cast, can be done to the highest advantage, and by these means which may be
judged the most efficient. The course ean be begun when they commence the
study of Stingskriti, and continued till they attain the age of maturity. :

5. In addition to this their minds should at the same time be imbucd with
European science and information. I doing this we must of.course begin with
elementary ideas, and gradually advanceas the mindsofyouth expand. Selectbut
accurate views of general history and geography, (the best calculated to enlarge
the mind,) will of course succeed elomentary reading. Thesemay be followed by
views of the solar system,—the principles of attraction and gravitation,—the law¢
of motion,—the nature of the mechanic powers, &e.; which, united with those
superior ideas of morality they must gain from the study of the saered Serip=
tures, will expand their minds toa dogree not easily conceived. Feor this, litfle
is necessary beyond perspicuous Epitomes in their own language, explained
and illustrated by regular Lecturcs on these subjects. As the mind like
the body must be fed as it is able to receive nourishment, to youth any thing
above this. would serve only to embarrass; and those above the age of merd
youth, respeeting European ideas are still in a state of mental infaney. To
such, higher treatises would mow be as useless as a work above the Eton
Grammar to a boy commencing the study of Latin ; and before any thing more
can be needed, these who feel interested in enlightening the native mind, with
the Calentta School-Book Suciety, formed with this express view, will have
provided a sufficient supply. .o youth under this course of mstructwn, indeed,
elementary treatises properly digested, with the general readmg furnistied by
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*the Monthly and Weekly Stlections now publishing in the native language,
will be nearly sufficient. Those who think that English svould more effectu-
ally enlighten the mative mind, may be asked, how many of those ideas which
have enlarged their.-own minds were: imbibed from thoir Latin studies, and
not through the medium of their mother tongue, olthough nearly half their

~ Latin words were familiar to them through the latter, whilo to a native every
English word is strange. Such person sheuld alse reeollect how many there
are to.whom were. denied the means of studying Latin, but whose minds;
through the. information happily poured areund thom in their vernaecular
iongue, are scarcely less expanded than then' own, Lot thom then transfer
these ideas to the natives around,—and ¢ jlfdggzﬁgjagm Judgment.”

. 6. It should enable a select number of theso yonihs to nequire a complete
knowledge of the English language. 1If it be vain 1o aitempt onlightening a
country through the medium of any language besido it own, it by no means
follows, that, by youth of superior talenis English ennnot bo stndied to ad-
vantage as a learned language. On the contrary, whon anth n yonth hos eu-
larged his mind by digesting every thing translated Into his mmﬁimt@mm»
and inyigorated his mental powers by the study of Stingahwitly Jup
thorough knowledge of English, which “the: habits naqﬂif&hiﬁl&!i??ﬂﬁnm
course of study would render easy of acquisition, opon 1o himsnlf: lﬁﬁ ﬁt
ture of the western world, penetrate into the decpest recessea of Mnim ouly
science, and enrich his vernacular language with ita cholesst AFANSTIFES, Jl 3 !111
capable of thi, is not found, it is acknowledged, in avery inﬂigidun;;ybm if

~ from a hundred Native Christian youths, twenty sush eould ho eolected, or
even half that number, the English acquisitions of theso Ton wovld bo of more,
value to their country than those of a thousand common minda, For such as
these, selected at.a proper age, this Institution should provido tho fullest means
of acquiring the English language both as io reading and composition.

7. There are to be found here Asiatic Christian youths of Portuguese or
French extraction. Such of these as possess the requisite talent, may be per-.
mitted, in addition to Siingskritli literatare, to apply thomselves also to the
study of Latin, in which they would be assisted by all they knew of their own
language; and to this, if they possessed sufficient energy, they might add
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the study of Greek, which their acquaintance. with 'English and Latin would:
render no severe task : and from a few superior: minds thus adding to aknow~
ledge of eastern literature an acquaintance with that of Greece and.Rome,
any thing might be expected. From tho variety of talent thus cultivated, the:
Translations of the Sacred Seriptures might ultimately receive every improves:
ment of which they were susceptible—nnd Christianity every degree of human

~ assistance to be desired. Ifit be said, that this plan_embraces too wide a range:
to be realized, it should be recollected, that it was not ‘necessary for every
youth to pursue all these branches of kuowledge. . For -the more difficult ones,:
eertain youth could be selected .of, snitahle capacity ; and: should- any one of
peculiar talent embrace the Wliﬁk}?él; should be recollected that fourteen years,
¢from seven to twenty-one), devoted.to study on a regular plan, will accom-
plish that, which in a period of four ox fivayears would be impracticable.

8. This Institution should furnish practical instruction relative to' the
nature and organization ef Schools, tho works necessary for them, and the
most effectual methods of conducting' thom; that the youth educated at this
College may be able to establish and auperintend schools where they may go,
and thus diffuse light and knowledge not-only through Hindoost?han, but ul-
timately through the various countries of Bastern Asia, ~ - .. . . .-

. 9. It should also furnish instruction peculiarly suited tq the Ministry of
the Gospel. While it may he hoped that the continual study and.explanation
of the Seriptures will bring all these youths to a general acquaintance with
them ; the sacred ministry requires a fir more intimate knowledge of the
divine word, = Such of these Christian Jouths, therefore, as discover that per-~
spnal piety and ability which are requisito for the ministry, should, as early as
circumstances render expedient, be placed under a preparatory course of stus
dies suited to so important a work. '

10. But while this College secures to Christian youth instpncﬁohxcépable.

of drawing forth all the powers of the mind, it should by no means stop here s

it should gfford instruction to Native Youths JSrom any part of India. If none

but Christian youth are admitted on the foundation of'the College, still its exer-

cises and lectures should he accessible 0 all. ‘N ot only should the lectures on.
c
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the various branches of Science he- open to évery Hindoo or Mistlman youth
who may wish. to attend them :—any. Native Youth who may support himself;
whether Brahmiin, Soodra, or Miisiilman, should be admitted to all the privi-
leges of tuition in the.College for any number of years; and every benefactor
to it should havethe power of recommending 10 all its privileges, any Native'
Youth whose:welfare de wished to promote, and for whose personal support he
made himself responsible; in which. case tho continuance of such youth at the
College should depend entirely on: the will of his benefactor. This wounld
enable gentlemen. in-any part of India, at.the oxponse of four or five rupees
monthly; for a few years, to give the som:of- wfhithful native servant an oppor-.
tanity of acquiring knowledge which. mfé‘!\émiﬁﬁd his mind, render him emi-
nent in life; and - possibly shew him thef‘évﬂy,»lg,n hotter, even to life everlast-
. ing. Such, then, are the objeets whicﬁ&ﬁ%&ﬂd!hg@should realize, and which
we trust the following plan, if attended with the Divine blessing, will eventually
effect. ’ Cd C o

I. Specific Oléjeéts of the Col?fégg ﬁg‘lgzé'&laefc Christian and other Vouth, =

1. This College shall secure the instraction in the Siingskritii language of
all the Native Christian youth admitted ; and of o certain number in Arabic and

Persian, for which purpose the ablest nitive tenchers shall be retained in these
languages, at adequate salaries, ' ;

2. 1t shall secure their being farthér instreted in the varions ghastiits of
the Hindoos ; and in the doctrines which form tho basis of the Pouranic and
the Boudhist systeins. * A fow shall"qlsd b instructed in ilitgs'e' whick rélafe to
Hindoo Law. - .- . | R R

3

4

, 3. They shall be also instructed in the Sacred Seriptures, which they shall
regularly study, and in elucidation of which Lectures shall be constantly deli-
vered. . B b 3

4. They shall bé,far(her instructed in 'general history, chronol_e’gj, .geograv

phy; astronomy, and the.various branches of natural science, ' s
3
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' B, The Institution shall secure their practical instruction in the nature and
management of Schools, as adapted to the various countries of India and East»

ern Asia.

6. It shall farther secure the instruction of a certain number in the Engs
lish Language ;—and of a number solected for that purpose in Greek and

Hebrew

7. As many of these youths as shall give decrded evidence of - pxety, and of
possessing a fitness for the ministr _Kmshall be placed on:a course of studies pre-
paratory to the Mlmstn v oft X08 pol

8, The College: shéll a.d’m‘iﬁ!’éun‘h (Hmdoo - Mﬁ'zsnlnmmﬂ‘omh -as wish
to enlarge their minds to its various Leetures, withoutany réétriction ; aind, at
the discretion of the Committee, admit as many from all parts of India as may
sﬁpport themselves, or be supported by some friend, tostudyniirider the véarious
teachers in the College; bat no Studobt shall be cdiistiained 40 attend -any
Leéture, to which he shall feel the leagt objection on -a. religidus.adecunt, and
nothing shall ever be enjoined as the condition of pursuingmny branch-of knows
ledge, which in any way infringes on the cast or religion of any youth who fdy
be sent there.

9. It shall finally carry forward, by means of the Officers and Students of

“the College, the translation into Sungahritﬁ ‘of the "best Yrorks in the English
langhage,till the Stingskritii, with itg dialects, shall be enriched with the most
fvaluableswmks on science, morahty, and :elrgmn, whlch the Engllah language
pnssesses. R : : : , :

11. Ofthe College Library, ,&é;. e
~ir 11 o ‘promote theseobjects;, a Library shall he &rmed, rto include the
Nediis, the, Diftshiiniis; the Pograniis, and all otheeﬁ}mgekmm 'works now te

bieJobgined om any drtxor.sciente.——~Albthe works cbtainable,in the yarious
pop ular dialects of Indiay of whiatever ndture.they bes——The most aPProyed

- O
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‘Arabic and Persian authors, with every work in them having any reference to
the doctrines of Hindooism, or the afiairs of India.——"The Chinese elassice,
and the most approved authors in that language, with such as have any refer
rence to the dectrines of Fooh, or to the religious and philosophical tenets held
throughout that empire. Such works in Cipgalese, Tibetese, Pali, Burman,
and the other eastern dialects, as ecan be procured. Every Hebrew and
Syriac work procumble in the east, in whatever character written. The
best authors in Greek and Latin. The best works in French, Italnan, and
Portuguesé,.——The most approved Warks on :divinity, hlstory, and scrence,
in the English language.

2. A Philosophical Apparatus sha]i’&be pmvxdbd as 500A a8 posmble, for
the sake of elucidating the various sththB "onivhich Lectures may be given;
oo‘ether ’mth a Museum. : - s

3. A bulldmg for the College shall be erected on a convenient spot in
Serampore, to contain Rooms for the lerary and the Museum, a Hall for the
various College Exercises, and such other rooms as may be found requisite
the expense to be met in tbe most economical manner from the funds of the

College.

III Of the Go"crnmem of the College. . o -

1. Thlé Collea'e shall be under the management of a permanent Coxm-
wittee of Govemors, to consist of, His Hixcellency the Governor.of Serainpore
for the time being ; the three Senior Members of the Missionary Institution af
Serampore, and their three eldest successors in that Institution, chosen by
themselves ; and the Prosident, Secretary, and Examiner. Any three of these
to be competent for bus'lpg,aﬂ, ST NN :

‘2, The Préside:‘ni Séeretnry, and Examiner, with the three Senior Mem-
bers of the 1 "Vhssxonary Institution, shall:form a Sub~-Committee for the manage-
ment of thie common affairs of the Coliege; ' their proceedings bemg subject to
the anniial revision of the fuil Eommlttee of Governors, . - Lo



~7 8 Tlie Sub-Commiitee shall recommend all the Officers of the College,
- whether European or Native ; who shall be confirmed in a full Committee of

Governors. Students shall be admitted and discharged by the Sub-Committee
- of Governors ; but the accounts of all Receipis and Disbursements shall be
-anpually andited by the Comumittee of Governors.

1V. Ofthe Admissz’on, &e. of Students on the Foundation.

1. This College bemv, intended ‘for the promotion of Christianity
throughout Eastern Aqgf shall_ bel open to Asiatic Christian youth of srwn
DENOMINATIONS, and frdes eve‘r,y nation in Asia; whether they be of the
Armenian, Greek, Roman Catholic, Lutheran, or Eplscopal churches ; of the
Preshyterian, ' Independent, Wes]eyan, or Baptist persuasions; whether

Christian youth from any of the provinces of Hindoost'han, from the Burman
-Empire, Tonquin, China, &c. on the east; or from Ceylon and the Malabar
.Coast on the west. All are equally eligible, as in propagating the Gospel in
‘any of these parts, they need almost precisely the same instruction. - But
:wrhatever any of these youth may need for their personal support beyond
the sum allowed to their class by the College funds, shall be furnished by
those who may send them. ’

2. Native Christian youth shall be .eligible to the Preparatory Siingskrit
-School at any age bejond that of soven, the age at which the most eminent
<atnong the Hindoo pundits have gomorally commenced their Stingskritii stu~
~dies. Theit stay:ih thd Collcgo 'may he' piolonged 10 the age of twenty-
-one¢3 and, by permission. of tho Commiitdd; o a4 longor. puriod, in the case of
-those who have not completed in ‘tho Collégo tho term of soven years. -

3. Every Student on the foundation of the College shall be supported

from its fands. The sum for food, clothing, and lodging shall be from Three
.to' Seven Rupees monthly, according to the various classes. The first and
‘diighest class shall receive Seven Rupees monthly; the second Six; the
“third, Five; the fourth class, Four Rupees ; and the fifth class, or youth undep
ten years of age, Three Rupees; to be paid monthly by the Treasurer, fro
the funds of the College. : \

e,
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4. Students not on the foundation shall he admissible by the Sub-

" Committee to all the privileges of tuition and instroction under the various

Teachers in the College. Native Youth from any part of India or Eastern

“Asia, therefore, whether Hindoo, Miisilman, Sikh, Burman, Chinese, or

any other nation, are precisely on the same footing with Christian youth, “4yith
the exception of personal support.

: 5. Neglect of the studies and exercises onjoined by the Rules of the
College, hall subject any youth to expulsion by, tho Dommittee of Governors ;
as shall nnnmral and improper conduct. ¥

«7 !' - V. Ofthe Officers and Teacﬁem af the Colien*e.

1. The European officers of the Collegp shull consist of a President, a
‘Treasurer, a Corresponding Secretary, aRecording. Scevetary and Examiner,
:a Professor of Divinity, and'twe other Professors: ([Dhe Native Officers:shail
#inélude-a Chief Stngskritii Pundit, a’Second Pondityn Mouluvee edinently
hikilled in Arabic, @ chief Persian, a Moonshi,a Fencher of Chinese ;:andsuch
sothei pundits and teachers as shall befound wqmsato forthe various chassess

R P viis © a8 el

2. Two languages shall be common in the College, Bengalee and Hindee,
‘pne of “which every’ stident shall -acquive géammatically. insaddition. 4o his
jother studies; for which purpose, in theé!seledtion of the -Native -Téaches,
~giie ‘at least “shall' be eritically skilledin onch of these lunguages;. the
-gést of the Native Dedehers shall be selectod with a view to their acquain-
‘itanve with ihé dizlects;of the yvaricus countries in India and Eastern:Asia,
that men eapable of examining and improVing the various translations of the
Sacred Scriptures may be constantly at hand. When the circumstances of the
*Ghﬂegb i'e‘qmre it, theré al\all also be one Classneal Teacher. .

-8 As a‘chlef ebject in th:s Institation is 1o render it as- httle expensive to
‘ﬁhé pnbilc as possible, in ‘this -@ollege fhe offices of President and Secrétary
“shall ever be ‘dischargéd gratoitously. Bat as without such a provision it may
:not alwaysbe possible to obtain fit men, -each of the Professors shall recewe,
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if they desire it, a salary of two hundred and fifty rupees monthly; and the
Classical Teacher, two hundred. The chief Siingskritii Piindit of the College
shall receive, at the discretion of the Committee, a hundred rupees monthly,
of a larger sum'if it be found necessary : the other Pundits and teachers shall
be regulated, both as to number and salary, by the Committee of Governors, as
eircumstances may require. »

- 1. The Profeasors a rotation or otherwise, deliver a short
lecture on the Sacred Sci‘lp esiiil the following. manner': The . portion . of
Scmpture for the week being previously made known, eachstudént shall fol-
low the lecturer by reading it in his 8wn diadecty whilo it iatéad:in Bengalee:
or Hindee; and in reading this tho Professor shallwunke.such observations,
historical, geographical, didactic, &g :n8,maystend:io jl]ugh;nte dts connegtion
and meaning. The exercise shall bo,goncluded byprayer:: oAt theeud-of the,
week each student shall deliver a"m:imgg.@gttaagﬁﬁ; the) contents; of the: per-.
tion of Scripture read in the week taqsthe ,pnj@gglgqﬁdjgsmlass, Who,-after; ez,
amining and signing it in token of approbation, shall deliver these abstracts
to the Professors to be laid before tho iixaminer and the President.

2. Weekly Lectures shall be delivered in rotation or otherwise by the
Professors, and optionally by the Bradtier ‘sind ‘the Predidént. These lec-
tures shdll comprize a course of Gongral History and Cbronolooy, of Astro-
fiory aid Géovraphy‘ 4 View of tht Laws of Motion and Mecﬁamcs 3- and
of such branches 6f Natuial History as mﬁy best tend to enlarge the mind. ‘.E&he’
Bisis of these lectures shall be epitomes in these various branches of’ Eniow-:
fedge, drawn up both in the Singskritéi language and the popu"far thalecis“
A abstract of this Tecture shall alse bo given by each student to the jpnmht’
of bls class. _

-8 Lectnres si:all also be resrqlarly dehvereé otr the’ nature of ’Natwe
Schools, the works proper for them, and the best mode of estabhsh‘iﬁg ‘and’
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genducting them ; that all the youths educated thorein may be capable of

erecting and superintending schools wherever they may go.

4. A grand object of this Institution being to mako tho Students thoroughly
acquainted with the Saered Scriptures, each Christinn youth, as soon as capable,
shall have assigned to him weekly a certain portion of tho Seripture to be
translated from the Siingskritii into his own dioleet, or vice versd ; which
translation, examined and approved by the pundit of his closs, shall be de-
livered to the Professors, for the revision of tho Bxominor and the President.

Lid T

5. Once in three months the five firg gn@;}i;zt ip ench class shall pro-
duce an essay on some Subject’ previous]jﬁ?ﬁsﬁig!iij}‘l,ﬂmm from -Seripture or
otherwise, which shall be written in Stingskritti, ;oiil in Bengalee, Hindee, or
English. The best essay shall be rewardedl %ﬁh—‘a prizo of iRy r/upees, the’
next with one of thiriy, and the third with eno of slxieon, ‘ |

6. Among other exercises at the Annbal Commemorntion, the students
shall produce an essay on a subject previonsly assigned thom. The best
shall he rewarded with a prize of two husdred Fuptoy, 5\1 goeond with a prize
of one hundred, and the third with one of fifty raposs, K 2

-

—

VII. Of the Direction of tfze Studonts’ Studies.

1. All the youth in this College shall commence the study of Stingskritit
under different piindits, afier the most approved grommars in the Stingskritii
language used in the different provinees of Indin, ‘They shall then, by direc-
tion of the Sub-Committee, proceed to read the Poornnas ; the various systems
of Hindoo philosophy ; their Law works; their bost works on Astronomy,
Rhetoric, &ec. and their Sacred works; giving an abstract in Bengalee or
Hindee of the various authors they read, to be approved by the pﬁn}iit of their
<lass, -and delivered to the Professors for the ultimate revision of the Examiner
and the President. ' ' '
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2. Certain youths, in addition to their Siingskritii studies, shall com-
mence the study of the Arabic and Persian at the direciion of the Sub-
Committee, which they shall continue to the end of their course, adding
thereto the Hebrew and Syriac, for which due assistance shall be prepared.
This course will be particularly suitable to youth from the North-west provinces
of India.

3. The Sub-Committee shal! also select from time to time such youths as
having made a sufficient progress in Siingskriti, are desirous of making them-
selves acquainted with the Chinese language, and direct them to study that
Tanguage under the Chmeseﬁieache‘ zwith a view to the elucidation of the
Indian dialects connected® tm‘wt% ond the probable recovery of such
Stngskritli works as may exist"at;present in the Chinese language alone. For
this course of study, youths from the Barman and Siamese' territories will be
particularly eligible.

4. Should any pessessed of superior talents he found.among the youth in
this College, to whom a thorough knowledge of the English language would
lay open the treasures of Western sciencn and literatare, and epable them to
enlighten their own countrymen, such tho Sub-Committee shall seleet, at d
proper age, and direct to study the English language under the Classical
Tutor. :

5. Buch yonths as shall give evidence of piety and suitable talents, shall,
at the direction of the Sub-Commiltco, be placed on a course of study
peculiarly adapted for the Ministry of the Gospel, which course of study they
shall continue till actually employed in the work.

6. Bhould any Asiatic youths of Portuguese or French extraction, either
Catholic or Protestant, be recommended to the College, to whom it would be
of impertance to add to a knowledge of Blingskritii, that of Latin and Greek,
they shall be permitted to commence those studies under the Classical Teacber
Any English youth recommended to the College for the sake of studymg
Singskritli, &ec. will of course enjoy the same advantages, those who recom-

mend him defraying the extra expenses attending his persenal support.
F+ )
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VIIL.  Of Students not on the Foundation of the College. Y
! -
1. The Leetures of the College shall be open to every Hindoo or Miisiil-
man youth or to those of ripor age, who may wish to attend them, their wish.
being signified to either of the Secretaries.

2. Any Hindoo or Miisiilman youth from any part of India, who meets
the expense of books and his own personaluﬁp&;, is eligible to the College,

on condition of his constantly acting itﬁ\'icgv ectness amnd prepriety of
conduct. 5

3. Gentlemen in any part of India or Eastern Asia, are at liberty to
recommend for admission o the College, any Native youth for whose expenses
as to books and personal support they make themselves answerable. The
term of his continuance to bo ot the option of his benefactor.

4. Should any mativo young man of piety and talent, devoting himself
to the work of the ministry, wish to avail himself of the advantages afforded
for siudy by the Collego, for two years, or one, or-even a shorter period, the
Sub-Committee shall bo compotent to grant him this privilege, and a moenthly
allowance made to studonts of that age, for his personal suppert. This ad-
vantage shall be opon ip ovory denomination of Christians throughout Eastern
Asia.

5. If any gontlomon ottached to Sungskrith literatare, in Europe,
America, or any part of Indin, shall wish to avail himself of the advantages
relative to that langnago and the various systems of Hindoo philosophy, which .
the College will present; ho aball, on application to the Committee, be permitted
to study in the College frco of expense, on condition of regular aitendance on
the Cellege exercises, he meroly supporting himself during thetime he remains
there; which period however shall be left wholly to his own option and con-
venience. '
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IX.

These Rules shall not be altercd, unless the suggested alteration shall
have heen previously considered at two successive meetings of the Committee
of Governors, nor then without the comcurrence of at least two-thirds of the
Committee. In case of any alteration, notice shall be given to the public in
the next annual statement respecting the College, with the reasons on which
such alteration is founded.

These, then, are the outlines of this College %.for, Asintie Christian and
other Youth.” Ameng the first advantages which, undop {0 Divine blessing,
will resuit from an institution of this natare, will .necessnﬁlyl‘xe, the improve-
wmenl, in a high degree, of the various Versions of the Sciiptures in the languages
of Eastern Asia. Learned natives from all paris of Eastern' Agln, porpetually
conversant with the Seriptures, both in Siingskritii and-in theie awn dialects,
must gradually suggest improvements respecting style and expresgion, which
Eauropeans, commencing the study when past the age of youth, and ¢hicfly em-
ployed in the closet, can scarcely ever bo expected to elicit ; while Native scho-
lars, trained up in‘an acquaintance with the Seriptures from their earliest youth,
and some of them in the knowledge of the originals themselves, may be expected
ultimately to complete this important werk.

Afier this, it will follow of course, that there will be formed a body of the
ablest Native Franslators, relative both to works of general science, and of
morality and religion. It will be an inferior advantage flowing from this Insti-
‘tution, but still ene not unimportant to India, that it will ultimately secure the
translation of the best works in the English language into the ehief languages
of India. By the exertions of its various Students, directed and assisted by the
European Officers of the Collega, whe will, of course,lcsteem this an important
part-of their duty, we may hopp gradually 4o seodho, Sitngskrits and its chief
dialects enriched by the hest works of a Bacon, a Newten, a Locke, a Char-

n 8
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nock, a Baxter, a Howe, a Fuller; and the choicest intellectual treasures of
Britain laid open to the intelligent throughout 1ndia and Eastera Asia.

Further, men thus regularly instructed in Slingskritii, in eastern and west-
ern literature, and from their earliest youth in the Sacred Scriptures, acquaint-
‘ed, as they will be, through the medium of their own language, with the philo-
sophical doctrines of their own countrymen, and the best works of Britain on
science and divinity, as well as with the Sacrod Seriptares, will be able, in due
time, to compose New works for the enlightening of their own countrymen, to
greater advantage than those born and brougﬁi?ﬁmi) a foreign land.

: o5y #

This College will also furnish those ominontly qualified for the Manage-
ment of Schools. If from the various schools under the direction of the Insti-
tution for the encouragement of Native Schools, enly enc pupil be selected
annually, (and that one the ablest and best), and porwitted to study in the
College two, three, or four years, as a reward for his diligence, and there;
while his own mind is further expanded, to perfoct himuelf in the nature and
management of Native Schools; this will, in dua time, . fumiish a bedy of
teachers and superintendants, capable of carrying tho School Plan throughout
India. When to this we add, that gentlemen may also select yeuths of ability
and talent from any part of India, and for the mere expense of their support,
send them to reside at the College a year, or even a less period, for the sake of
acquainting themselves with the nature and management of Schools, it will
appear evident that few things are more likely to promote the illumination of
India in general, than the gradual operation of this Institution.

But the peculiar advantages to the cause of Christianity in India will not be
small. Among these may be reckoned the following: As far as learning is:
capable of effecting it, the character of Native Christians will be raised
throughout India, as they with their children will possess advantages superior
to those of any cast among the Hindoos. If this College be conducted with
due vigour, it may be made the Christian Benares, and the balance of Stings-
kritii literature be turned completely on the side of Christianity ; while an ac-
quaintance with history, chronology, geography, and Eurcpean science in
general, and, above all, with the Sacred Scriptures, will impart a freedom and-
strength of mind unknown to the children of brahmanic superstition.
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Should only a few of those admitied on the foundation of the College ex-~
perience the power of religion in their youth, and devote themselves to the
Ministry of the Gospel ; still in the rest, a body of able native Stingskriti scho-
lars will be formed, who, freed from the terrors of Hindco superstition, will
have their minds enlarged by a gencral knowledge of European science, and
elevated by the study of the Sacred Seriptures. These, whether employed as
Superintendants of Schools, placed in tho Courts of Law,—or engaged in the
common business of life, can never rolly agnin. on the side of Hindoo supersti~
tion, nor gird on anew the chain of the engt,  Thoy must remain on the side of

Christianity ; and they may,gradually Wﬁgm&ﬂmlﬁ.ﬂwueountrymen thro.ughQ
out India and Eastern Asia. @g_

Bat in those youtbs on the foundnthm of . ﬁm le!q}ﬂa ’ég!mm,;t may please
God to call by his grace, and endue with suitable, gifta.fo {hoyministry, the
church of Christ in India will enjoy the ablest mhnsiérq;k@(}gdmcates the
most learned and enlightened ; by whom the Gospel mny;ﬁumnﬂmkmwn with
power, and the Hindeo system in its various branches bo eam;mmd vith the
Gospel in all its bearings—and demonstrated to be lighter than vanity.:

In addition to these, the benefit which pious young men, who at a more-
 mature age may devote themselves to preaching the Gospel, may reap from the-
Institution, will not be small. They may be directed to pursue precisely those-
studies they most need, and this for three years, or two, or even one, the:
exira support they need being furnished to them from other quarters. In the-
mean while, they may be empleyed occas:onally in itinerating- throngh the
country around, or even sent on short journies, and a trial be made of their-
talents and fitness for the werk, while they are improving their minds. Thus
every latent gift may be drawn forth, and employed in the most judicious
manner. Ina word, when we combine all these ideas, and. consider that this
College will be open to all denominations, so that Asiatic Christian youth of
every name may alike obtain these advantages, without the least dereliction of
their peculiar sentiments, it is scarcely too much to hope, that should Ged be
pleased to grant his blessing on this Institution, it may as really coniribute to
the planting and permanent establishment of Christianity. in India, as the
Institution at Halle, begun in faith by Professor F ranck, did for nearly a cen-
tury to the support and esfablishmeut of the Protestant interest in Germany.
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EXPENSE.

‘We new come to the expense. And here, in addition to other advantages,
both as to study and the morals of the students, the reiired situation of
Serampore will lessen the expense of the Institution NEARLY ONE HALF,
compared with what it yaust be in the midst of a capital like Calcuita. The
most economical Institution of this nature in India, is the Arabic College at
Galeutta, supported by Government. This, while it teaches only eme lan-
gnage, and has no European Professor or Teacher, costs Geovernment ‘nearly
Two Thousand Rupees monthly, for 2 Hundred Studonts. This sum is equal
to every thing which this College would require, cven for a Hundred and
Fifty Students, though it embraces in reality all tho languages of India, and
unites the science of Europe with the literature of Eastern Asia. Including
the salaries of the Professors and the Classical Teacher, the expense for a Hun-
dred and Fifty Students, with their support, will fall short of Two Thousand
Rupees menthly, as will appear from the following statement :—

Sa. Rs.
Two European Professors, at 250 rupees monthly......... 500
A Classical Teacher .e.vaensesseaserncannnssansssssacsssass 200
Pundits and Native Teachers.cieissnssssassarnsecrsrsncess 450
Support of 150 Students, at 5 rupees on the average...... 750
_ ' 1900
For Prizes, 8a. Rs. 720 ; monthly..csveasnnnnsscensanseas 60

1960

Such, then, would be the expense of supporting and instructing-a Han-
dred and Fifty Asiatic Christian youth (and of instructing perhaps a greater
number nct on the foundation), on the plan herein lnid down; a sum that
little exceeds Twelve Rupees monthly, including the whole expense of the
College establishments. This sum is searcely a third of the cost of board and
tuition for any Christian youth in this country. And if it be compared with
that of the various Colleges, or even the Dissenting Academies, in Enrope and
America, where the average expense, including the salaries of Teachers,
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&e. &e. seldom falls short of sixty pounds annually, and somslines szecods
eighty, it will appear, notwithstanding the extensive coursy &l litsirnclion it
embraces, to be among the most economical Institutions to ba fnd in tho
Christion world.

The objeet of those who have planned this Institution, howevery 8 nob
profit, but the enlightening of India, and the propagation and final cstob}ets
ment of the Gospel therein. 'Till suitable men can be procured, the Serampnrs
Missionaries will perform the duties of the College without any salary. Inita
infancy, therefore, the benefits derivable frem this Institution may be obtained
for a sum small indeed ; and there could be little doubt of its meeting with dao
support, if left on the generosity of the public from month to month. But itis
bighly desirable to prevent its becoming a constant burden on the public in any
great degree, and to confer on an Institution so important to eastern litera~
ture and the canse of Christianity in India, a permanent character, by raising a
sum, which, afier meeting the expense of the Building, Library, &ec. shall
form a Fund, of which the interest alone shall be applicable to the Institution.
This may be done in the present case with peculiar propriety, as the Com-.
mittee of Governors are not left to an uncertain choice, but constantly succeed-
ing by virtue of their office and situation, cannot fail through death ; while the
Missionary members of it, from the nature of their pursuits, must feel the deep-
est interest in its being rendered so efficient as permanently to advance the best
interests of Christianity in India. Convinced, therefore, that they can in no
way more effectually prowote the best interests of true religion, the Society of
Missionaries at Serampore would most cheorfully toko on themselves the whole
expense-of the. Institution, were it In thuie power; but as they find that
impracticable, they have determined 0 dgvnte from their own united funds the
sem of Twenty Thousand Rupees, townyils forming a permanent fund for the
support of this College. And although thoy cannot reasonably expect that
others should have precisély the samg viow of its importance with themselves,
who have been engaged for so many yonrs in the laborious work of attempting
to plant the Gospel ip India ; etill, should the Christian publicin India, Britain,
and Ameriea; be pleased so far to weigh the importance of the object, as to
add thereto only Jour times that sum, this would so completely establish the
Institution, that if it afterward needed any annual support from the public, it
would be so small that the weight of it would scarcely be felt. '
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They therefore tespectfully and most cheerfully submit the Institution to
the liberality of the Christian Public in the different Presidencies of India, and
in Britain and Ameriea, with the view of requesting Dozations and Annual
Subscriptions ; humbly trusting, that when they consider its iraportance to the
general cause of Christianity in India, the small expa:@it will involve, and
the security afforded by the permanent Committee for its continuance, and its
being efficiently conducted, they will be inclined fo encourage it with their
usual liberality. : ' .

'Should any of the friends of religion in India, Dritain, or America, who
possess considerable property, feel inclined te dovoto o sum to the founding of
a Lectureship in any particular branch of knowledge, or Scholarships of any.
kind, their desire shall be faithfully carried irito offoct, And should any be
inclined to remember the Institution in their wills, it would contribute exceed-
ingly to give it a permanent character. Donations of Books to the Library, or
of any article to the Philosophical A pparatus, onthe Muscum, will be recejived
with the warmest gratitude.

 They beg leave further too add, that the nomen of auch Ladies or. Gentle-
men as may be pleased to encourage the Institution by Donation of Two
Hundred Rupees, will be registered in the list of Bonofactors to be placed.in
the College Hall; and that any Lady or Gentloman who may be pleased to
honour the Institution with a Donation of Five Huadrod, will therehy acquive
a right, to the end of their lives, to present Ono Christian Youth to all the
advantages of the College, so as to have one constantly on the foundation ;
which right may be transferred to any Friend in India or Eastern Asia.

#_% A List of Annual Subscriptions and Donations (whether in money or
otherwise) will be published annually, in Indio, Britain, and Ameriea, till
they shall be equal to the permanent support of the Institution ; together with
an account of the state of the College. '

W. CAREY,
J. MARSHMAN,
W. WARD.

Mission-~FHouse,
Serampore, July 15, 1818,
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The Letter to the Governor of Serampore, with his Excellency’s Answer.

No. 1.

R

To mis Exceirency tue HowounasrLe JACORB KREFTING, .
GovErNOR OoF SEraMPoRE, &c. &c. &e. o

HovouraBLE Sim: . 7
' Peruir us to lny hefore your Excelleney the printed
Plan of a College for the Education of Asiatic Christian and Other Youth,
which we have been employed for neasly two years in maturing, and which
we now intreat permission to submit for your Excellency’s approbation,

Your Excelleney will perceive, on m@ihing the plan, that while this
College secures to Christian youth instrnglion and support, it extends to Na-
tive Youth of all religions, not only tim ailvantages of its Lectures on the
various branches of science, but all tha gﬁb{mtagea of instruction which it
affords, if thgy' defray t’he expense of ﬁ:;’;i;gm‘vn support during the period of

their stay, ~ "

.Ai{égﬁiﬁlﬂ 3 » '
o, w’“{‘:’f‘;ﬂl@? torepresent to yanr Excellency, that we have already
mberiof Ghristian Youths f5p dhis College from various parts of

gﬁ“ﬁﬁi@w‘b have hitherto suppovted and instructed at our own

We therefore humbly request your Ezeolloncy’s permission to constitute
and organize this College without further delay; and with this view, we beg
leave respectfully to offer the use of the Promises we now occupy, for the va-
rious purposes of the College, till the libornlity of the Chl;istiai‘x public in ‘Indid,’

Europe, and America, shall enable us to oreet a suitable 'buil(-iin:g:";" L

* - In additien to this permission, we respeetfully intreat:ybni\'_E#églléﬁéy to,
recommend this College to the gracious nstice and patronage of His"lf)ff;:‘iiéh"
Majesty, and to the patronage of the Roynl College of Commerce. 77
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Finally, we respectfully request, that your Excellency will be pleased to
condescend so far as to accept the first place in the Committee of Governors
herein named, for conducting the affairs of this College.

Should your Excellency be pleased to accede to our wishes, we shall esteem
the College forméd diitk established from this day, with which view we beg leave
to recommend the following persons as fit Officers for the Lnstitution: The
Rev. W. Carey, D. D. as President ; the three senior Members of the Seram-
pore Missionary Society, as Treasurers to the Institutiony the Rev. J. Maidh-
man, D.D. as Corresponding: Secretary ; and Me.J. C. Marshman, as Record-
ing Secretary and Examiner. P

Shauld theser ideas be happily haﬁom‘od*‘w:m ‘your Excellency’s approba-
tion, we shall feel another and most important obligation added to the nume-
rous fivours we have already experienced ‘from your Exeellency, and- whleh
we must-ever remember with unfelgned gratitinlo, S

~ I have the honour to ho,. for my bmthren,

A Ymm. Exonuuinox’s

Obliged and faithifal humble servant, e
- (Signed) J. MARSHMAN
Mission-Fouse, Aug. 15, 1818, _ PRIPSNY

i,
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To TH_E Rsvf J. .MARSHMAN, SeraMPORE.

Sie ;. :
I have had the honour to receive your letter of the 15th mstant

con?eylng to me a printed plan of an intended * College for Asiatic Christian

and other Youth,” and which plan you submit to my approbation. {

It is with the greatest attention that I have perused this plan, and am
happy to find that it extends to Native Yonths of all religicns, and helds out
advantages to the community at large, founded on the most liberal principles,
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and highly honourable to the respectabla Bacloly of the Missionaries at Seram-
pere. _Itis therefore that 1, with the grodivat antisfaction, not only consent to
the constitution and organization of this Ballogo in this Settlement, but farther
beg leave in this public manner to achnawlodgo your generous endeavours to

promote the welfare of so numerous o ¢lzza af people as are ineluded in your
plan. :

Lshall avail myself of the first oppariunity te lay a copy of your letter to
me and the original plan before His Dantsh Majesty, and the Royal College of
Commerce at Copenbagen, and havo nst iho smallest doubt but that it will
meet with His Majesty’s most gracious mmiles and patronage.

" The honour conferred upon me, anp 8 the Governors for this College, I
accept with the greatest pleasure, and sha}} always feol happy to promote the
ipterests and welfare of so praiseworthz an Institution, as far as it lies in my
power. : '

The Gentlemen you have chosen na forming the permanent Committee of
Governors, I know in every respect to I possessed of such qualifications as
render them highly eligible to that important aituation. '

- Permit me to offer my hest and cordial seishes for the entire suecess of your
plan, for the prosperity of the Collego, and for the uninterrupted stability of

an Institution that reflects the highest hononron its founders, as well as on the’
Settlement where it is established, '

1 have the honour to be, with unfeigned respect,
Roverend Sir,
Your obliged and fithful humble Servant,

‘ (Bligned) J. KREFTING.
' Serampore, August 18th, 1818,

N



( 28 )

To -alftkose who encourage the Transiation of the Sacred ;S’créptdré#
' into the Languages of Eastern Asia. '

.~ THE translation of the Sacred Scriptures into those languages in which a
translation of them does not exist, is perhaps one of the most important objects
which can engage the attention of the Christion public. Schemes of temporal
relief, however praiseworthy, can only extend their boneficial influence. through
“the term’of human life; but te impart the Word of Lifé to those who have it
not, i anexeréise of benevolence as fartransconding in ithportance all inferior
plans of charity, as the interests of eternity ontweigh these of time. Unless
heathen nations can obtain the oracles of God, thoy must perish without any
knowledge of the way of salvation. On the translation, therefore; of the Sacred
Seriptures into their languages is suspended, in o groat measure, the eternak
destiny of unborn millions of onr fellow-crenturcs. The diity of promoting
this object belongs to all Christians ; it is a duty parnmount to all others; a
duty, the nature and force of which no exertion of bonevolence in any other
thannel can invalidate, and from which Christiana can never be exonerated till
versions of the Scriptures are perfected in cvery language on earth. It is hot
‘matter of surprize, therefore, that the Chwistian world, when awakened to a
sense of its obligations, both to God and to the beathen, should have engaged
in this undertaking with unexampled ardour ; and that a view of its vast impor-
tance should have melted down the peity distinetions of party into one general
feeling of compassion for the heathen, and of anxiety for their being made wise
unto salvation. ' ' o ’

While Christians of all denominaticns contribute funds towards the accom-
_plishment of this important object, the fmost arduous part of the work must
~ devolve on individuals. To prepare translations is the work of learned men;
and to enable any who engage in this work to fulfil it faithfully two things are
essentially requisite ;—an acquaintance with the original Scriptures, and a fami-
liar knowledge of the tongue into which the translation s to be made. The first
of these qualifications a European may possess in a high degree : the latter he
can seldom or mever attain in the same degree of perfection in which it is
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possessed by a native of the country.  The most strenuous exeriion, and the
most incessant application, cannot give him that intimate knowledge of
the ];anguage into which he translaton, of its various niceties of phrase, and its
delicate turns of expression, on the employment of which, the excellence of
his version depends, which a natiyy stquires intuitively, Afier years of toil
he will still find it, necessary to leave the general character of his version to
his native pundit, and content himaolf with securing its fidelity to the original.
Hence of the iwo qualifications ficcoemnry for a translator, the European has
one, which the natives at presemt bavo not; the Native possesses the other,
which is wanting to the European, and which is by far the most difficult of
acquisition.

" This being the case, it must bo evidont, that to produce a permanent and
standard version, a large portion of native talent must be employed’; and if
that qualification which the European trnnslator possesses could be conveyed
to the Native, it would raise his qualifications for revising and perfecting
translations far above those whigh any forcigner could bring to the work,
Had an English version of the geriptures been executed by foreigners,
however well versed they might lmm*?!isgn in the originals, it would not have
possessed that Ssuperior excellency silileh renders the present translation )
highly valuable ; and we should wiif} finvo looked with anxious expectation
for another version prepared by 82U 0wn countrymen, This remark will
apply with equal force to the Eastof@lﬁﬁguugos. The translations’ which are
how prepared are far, very far hmt.%:?zibgm wone; the most imperfect of them
contains essentially the word of li&;@hﬂ 78 thoy pass through suecessive
editions, they will receive ail the imprrgzement which the translators can give
them ; but to prepare a final, and alanda vorsion, will demand the same means
to which the English translation Is hgjg fed for its excellence and beauty.

" From a view of tﬁese.circuma!gﬂﬁé}gj}o Committee of the new College at

Serampore have determined to l‘ormﬂ.fﬁj{_!_{@ Department for Transiators s and to
collect from the various provinecs of 1 dbasthan, learnod men well acquainted
with Sungskrit Jiterature and with {12 jown vernacular lnnguages, to whom.
they will endeavour to impart o Iag lgo of Grock and Hebrotv.  An
26quaintance with these langungos, mﬁamﬂ with their intuitive knowledge.



¢ 30)

of their own dialects, will enable them to improve the translation, and to freg
it: from all those defects inseparable from the work of a foreigner.” From
Natives -thus qualified, and particularly Christian Natives trained up in the
knowledge of the seriptures from their earliest youth, we may eventually hope
for- a translation, which shall combine fidelity to the original with all that
beauty, foree, and ease of language, which are so desirable. A

The- expectation that learned natives will bo able to acquire a sufficient
knowledge of the originals to render them compotent to the task, is founded,
among others, on the following considerations 3

The degree of knewledge which qualifies a man to translate from any
Tanguage, is greatly inferior to that which'would canble him. to accomplish a
‘translation info one. A student is able to understand o language long before
be is prepared to translate into it. The additionnl qualification therefore,
which 2 native requires, is much easier -of attninmont than that which the
European translator has to acquire. The knowlodgo moreover which the
European student has acquired of the Greek and Hebrow languages, has not
been collected from an acquaintance with the peoplo to whom those languages
are familiar, but aftained by elose a,-ppfication in bis closet. Why then should
not a learned native, by a similar degree of application, acquire, in a series of
years, a knowledge of those languages equal to what is obtained in the Colleges
in Evrope ? There is no impediment in’ the way if ho be furnished with equal
facilities ; and these can be created for the Hindoo ns they have been for the
English student. We might indeed almost venturs o affirm, that the Sungskrit
scholar would commence the study of these langunges under circumstances far
more favourable than the mere English scholar. There are no two original
languages which bear so great an affinity to ench other as the Greek and the
Sungskrit.—The formation of the two languages is similar; and to any one
who has examined them both, they will appear to have heen cast in almast
the. same mould. From this circumstance, to the student who has already
acquired the Sungskrit, the Greek language will present fewer difficulties,
than to one who is merely acquainted with English. Nor would the habits of
study which the Sungskrit scholar has already acquired, tend in an inconsi-
derable degree te accelerate his progress. Before he commences the study of
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Greek. he has ‘already devoted years of unremiiting application to the most
difficult language -on earth. All this exercise of diligence and perseverance
will not have been-laid out in vain ; it will be found of essential service in the
acquisition of these new languages. T'o one who has unravelled the intricate
subtleties of Bungskrit Grammar, and has committed to memory a large
vocabulary in that language, what is the Greek : what is the Hebrew language ?
The Greek is easier than the Sungskrit, and the Hebrew far easier than the
Greek,* and the eombined difficulties of both are nothing compared with these
which the native student has already overcome in acquiring the Sungskrit. From
these facts we are led to conclude, that a native of India, already acquainted
with the great parent of the Eastern languages, is fully competent to the study
of the Hebrew and the Greek; and that a few years of steady application will
place him, in these studies, onan equality with'the European student. If these
ideas be correct, it cannot be a subjest of hesitation whether it is advisable ta
ereate a body of Native Biblical Critics, more especially as they will so greatly
geeelerate the perfecting of translations, which might have remained for ever in-
complete if left solely to the ability of forgigners.—The necessity of raising such
a-body is inseparably connected with the existence of tranglations; as without
the adoption of this measure, they miny possibly continne feom generation to
generation in a state of imperfection. Without this aid, the attainment of this,
the ultimate object, however flattoring in prospect to those who may succes=
swely embark in the Wop:k, will be fonnd constantly to elude their grasp

. There is also another cops1deration, which strong]y efnfqrces the necessny
of -adopting this., :plan., . The ezpenss of rendering efficient the department of
native translators, will bear searcely any proportion to that which the support
of Europeancrities will involve. Tho Brethren at Serampore would not-men
tion this circumstance, were they not convinced that the calls on public libe-
rality, which are constantly increasing, render it necessary for those entrusted
with public funds to recommend tlio adoption of plans which mest fully com~
bine economy with efficiency. A body of biblical critics must be formed brefore

» Relatlve tp, the Hebrew langnage it ‘may bo also observed, that the sumnlanty of manners, habxts,
and customs in the East, give,a Native stndent adgantages for acqumng and thoroughlg unde‘xstandmgm
Which are not possessed in Europe.
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the work oftranslations can be perfected. If natives he not raised up, learned
wien from Earope must be procured; and when we consider, on the one hand,
the immense sums which must be expended in the preparatory, studies, the
outfit and veyage, and the eventual support for a long series of years of a body
of learned Europeans, as well as the sum which will be requisite to replenish
their number, when gradually thinned by the noturo of the climate, and the-
regular lapse of life; and on the other hand theo amnzingly small sum for
which the labours of the learned can be obiained in Indin, we shall be led to
this conclusion—that the former plan, while it socuros in the translations a
degree of perfection unattainable by the latter, will not cost the public a tenth
part of the sum. i
To all these may be added another considerntion. Foreign Missionaries
in any couniry are not abiding ; death calls thom away ; and in process of
time their work itself is done; the seed is sown, tho gospel is planted, Bug
shall the thousands of native Indian Christiana bo loft for ever without a
knowledge of the languages in which: the Scriptures were delivered ?  Shall
the Indian Christian be more ignorant of the Scriptarcs than the Indian Ma-
hometan is of his boasted Koran, which so many of them read in its own
language? What would have become of things in Britain since the Reforma-
tion, bad all been left to an English Tratslation of the Seriptures made by

~German Reformers, while neither Greek nor Hobrew was known by a single

native of Britain? Let us not then blind our ©yos to the real state of things
as they @ill be ; and flatter ourselves that the erudition of European Mission-
aries will supply this defect. They cannot be in overy part of India at the
same time : and even if they could, they cannot render thomselves immortal
Every one possessing erudition may be at length removed by death; and ay
the spread of ‘the Gdspe] constantly lessens the necessity for Foreign Mission-~
aries, leave nene to succeed who possess equal knowledge. Why then should
we lose any time in imparting this knowledge to Notive Christian youth ?
Can it be imparted too soon? In a case.of this important nature let reason
herself judge. Further, this plan in its consequences will more than overpay
every expense ; since it will gradually form a body of learned Native Christian
Ministers, who, in addition to consulting the originals for themselves in their

~ weekly preparations for the sanctuary, will be enabled, some of them at least,
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to examine, and gradually perfeet the translations from the love they bear to
the word of God. Let us.only open to them the original fountains of sacred
knowledges and leave all the rest. to the gracious operation of the Spirit of God.

&

Under these circumstances, the Brethren at Serampore beg to’ appeal
to the Christian pyblic in behalf of the College recently founded ; through
which, in addition to the various other objects it will embrace, and which -
are detailed in the Prospectus, a bady of able Native Biblical Critics may be
gradually formed, to carry forward the translations till they have receiv-
ed their final improvement. For the unexampled confidence which the .
public has reposed in them, they must ever retain sentiments of the most
lively gratitudé: In the applidation of the funds which have been com-
witted to them, they have constantly endeavoured to exercise the highest
degree of fidelity, and all the ability in their power ; and to render complete
the translations of the Seriptures, which are partly finished, and partly
in a state ‘of progression, they will spare no exertion as long as life shall
continue. But they.&hnot ‘expect, in the natural course of things, to remain
long in the sphere of" their'labors ;and they feel peculiaily anxious, in pro-
portion as they approach the termination of their course, to put these transla-
tions in the must effectual train of progressive improvement. In laying this
plan before the public, and in soliciting their patronage thereto, they consider
themselves only as discharging a sacred duty which they owe to God, to the
Christian public, and to the Heathen world, on whom the light of revelation
has just begun to dawn; and should they happily obtain public support for this
new Institution, they shall feel a pleaving satisfaction in devoting the few days
which may yet be alloited to them, to the formation of a body of Native
Biblical Crities, to whom, under®the dune. guidance of European brgihren,
they may leave the task of improving suecessive editions of the sacred Scrip-
tures, and from whom the millions of the East may eventually receive a

faithful, perspicuous, and thoroughly acceptable translation of the .oracles of
truth.

WILLIAM CAREY, -
_ Serampore, : JOSHUA MARSHMAN, -
Dec. 17, 1818. | WILLIAM WARD.  °
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