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Order of the Services,
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Mr., SnaTh, of . Alcester, introduced the Ser;:ices, by reading fuitable
Portions of Scripture, and Prayer, ’

Mr. SurcrirF, of Olney, explained the Nature and Constitution of 2
Gospel Church, . o
Mr, Kiv6 nareated the Steps which the Church had taken since the

Death of their late beloved Pastpr ; and Mr, MoRGAN made De-

claration of his religious Sentimé&tﬁ. T'he Church recognised their
-frec Choice of Mr, Mopcan to the Pastoral Office; who also
~ declared his Acceptance of it, REERAS

Mz, BELSHER, of Worcester, committed the Church and Minister to, .
the Blessing of Ged, by solemn Prayer. -,

Dr. RYLAND, of Bristol, delivered the Charge.

Mr. FULLER, of Kettering, addressed the Church. And,

Mr. RowLAND, of Lershore, cqn?:ludcd. by Prayer,

[On the Mopning of the Ordination, the Meeting House in Cannon-
street appearing to b¢ too small to contain the Congregation we ex-

+ pected to assemble, the Methodists very kindly offered us the Use of -
aheir Chapel, in Cherry-street, where we were comfortably aca

«commodated. ]
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DECLARATION OF RELIGIOUS
'SENTIMENTS, .

S e P U S PR
' BY THOMAS MORGAN. .

PEIE T UL VAN

C T O avow, at prefent, my belief in the being
of GOD, ‘may be confidered fuperfluous ; fince, the
office on which T enter fuppofes it as a fundamental
article, :

Though much may be known of Gor from the
works of creation, and the events which are contiv
nually tranfpiring around us; yet, fuch is the darknefs
in which the human mind is enveloped, that our no-
tions of him, and of thofe fubjeds connedted with his
perfedtions, are very confufed : Hence, it becomes
highly defirable; and confidering the goodnefs of the
divine charader, humbly to be expected, that man
Mhould be favoured with a revelation of the will of his

Maker,

T copgeive that the feriptures of the Old and New
Teftament, from every evidence which external proof,
and internal harmony and excellence afford, juftify the
pretenfions they make of coming from Gop. And,
fince God has gracioufly condefcended to inftruct
us in every neceffary religious truth, **to the
word and to the teftimony,” 1 confider it my duty,
and privilege, always to appeal, to the exclufion of all
human authority, how great and how venerable {oever.

A Guided
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Gmded by thefe unemng records, I am led to cons=
template our firft parent——as proceeding from the “
hands of hig Maker ; an_ipnocent and happy creature
———as placed in a flate of probation ; overcome by the
tempter, and fpoiled of that innocence by violating the
command of God——as beinz the fountain-head of
mankind; communicating tho}e prapenfities to fin, by
which all become adual tran(greflors, and fall fhort of
the glory of God——and, as being the reprefentatwe of
his -pofterity ; bringing death upon himfelf and them,

with all the tiain of natural evils to \’(hlch out race 1s ,
o fobjed. 5 L oy

e
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Low

‘The feriptures teach me the zmzty of the dwme
eflenge ; for ¢ Jehoval our God isane Lord:” Yet,
“they make fuch a dnﬁ:;n&lon in the infinite and incom~ =
prehenfible. Godhead, as lays a proper foundation for
the ufe of the perfonal appellauons, which they contam,
father, fon, and {pirit ; each of whowm I believe, to be
poflefled of thofe 1ncpmmunmable perfeé’tlons wluch
belong to the one ljving and true God, '

3 the bleﬂ'ed Gad deﬁgns to fave any part of man.
kind from that curfe, which they ‘have broun‘ht on
~ themfelves by violating the requnements of alaw‘\that-
is ¢ holy; juft, and good "emif 2 part only of man--
“kind will be finally faved—and if this part 1: "made '
]nppy, not. becaufe they can claim heaven, but be-
caufe megey 1caches their cafe; then Iam led to con-
clude th'\t the 'divine Being regaxded his people with
dlﬁmgmﬂmmg love nor does it in any degree reﬂe&
~upon the perfcé’c rectitude and goodnefs of God, that
be fhould foveremn]y elect a people, and give them to -
hxs fon, who, of his free grace, fhould prefent’/them at
lepbth fpotlefs and blanelefs before.hnn inloves =

hAC O
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1 am Ted to’ beheve, that to offed the redemption of

ﬁ peculiar peop]e, the Son of God became incarnate
=——that by his life and death he left behind him a
pattem of perfect obedience, JV]]liﬁ he finifhed the
work given him to fulfil, as the atomng facrifice for the
fins of his people——and that this truth, ‘though def-
pifed by, men, is.that in which the peculiar glories of
the golpe! concentrate, that ‘‘ wherein God has a- .
bounded towards us in all wifdom and prudence,”

That there is f‘ull 1'edemptlon in the blood of Chnﬂ:

B -—-that. men mdlf'onimlmtely, are required to exercife

repentance and faith as the means of obtaining item

" that it is the duty of the minifters of the gofpel to en-

force their compliance, by évery motive which can be
dmwn from the anger or ‘the love of an almighty God ;
appezu evident from the facred feriptures.  But fo full

Aof em;mty 'wam{'t ‘God, is the human heart; fo com-

pletely - averfle from" every thing fplmuaily good ; that
nothing fhort of the mﬂuences of divine grage, can

open the mind cordially to rccewe the truth as it is

in Jefus.”

“When I conﬁder that nothing ‘hort of perfevering,

':fpol;lcfs obedience’; or coulmumg to love God with all

the heart, is what the law requires as the condition of

Tife ,--when I conﬁder that . all men have finned, "
and come fhort of the glovy of God ; T am led to be-
A]leve thata man is juftified, by faith, through the im.

putation of the perfedt righteonfnefs of our Lord Jefus .
Chrift; nor do good works, however honourable and
p,['ef'ul among men, contnbute, in any degxee, 1o our
ppce ptance in the fight of' God

I confider- every foul that is regenerated by the

Bpirit of God, as born for glory. Though many fpe- '

010\1.‘1



cious appearances of religion are foon loft ; though'it
is poffible for heavenly graces to languifh for a feafon ;
yet the renewed heart is made the temple of the fpirit;
and that- good work,ﬂ,}vhich he 'begins in it, he will
perfect, till the obfcure light of the morning fhall reach
its unclouded noon, . °} o v

, . Yoy o .

‘1 conceive it to be-the duty, and defire’of every
good man, to have pious refpet to every divine com-~
mand, bbth moral and pofitive, The precepts of the'
moral law, being-aﬁabli{hed upon the bafis of eternal
fitnefs, can never be altered, Pofitive inftitutions,
under the gofpel difpenfation, are Baptifm and the
Lord’s  Supper : the firft of which, I belicve, can be
properly adminiftered, only on profefion of rcpentancé'
“and faith, by immerfing the body in water: the fes
cond, 1 confider, as a focial feaft, which, whilft we
partake of bread and wine, is defigned to recal to our’

remembrance the death of our Lord, and to unite our
et . ite oul

hearts in chriftian affedtion. : , .

“T'he feriptures ‘teach me, moreover, that God, as
the moral governor of the world, obferves eirefy
thought. and wprk,»to'award a fuitable recompenfe to
‘every aék of obedience or rebellion———that aftgr
death an impartial judgment, will pafs 3 thatat the end
of the world all thofe who fleep in the duft of the
‘earth fhall awake, at the found of the trump of the
archange), and come forth—m—that the wicked fhall
e fent into a place of eternal tormentss and the righ-
1cous enter the joys of their Lord, to go no more out :
amongft whom may I, and the people of my charge,
with all the Ifiael of God, find a place, through the
merits of Jefus Chrift, Amen, o
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i : THE purpofes for which we are met, are
*traly interefling and important. So is every religious

exercife, and we thould engage in it with ferioufnefs:
But fome fervices; comparativel y viewed, feem to have
in them a peculiar folemnity, Such is that before us. -

l The 1 'inedia‘te defign. of our. coming fogether,jf

s well, known. Tt is: to'comply with the with of the

members of- this chriftian fociety; in the Ordination of
our brother Thomas Morgan, to be a Bithop or Paftor
among,. and over them, in the Lord. It is ufual on
fuch ocgafions to explain the nature of the bufinefs,

A"and"aﬂign fome reafons for our condud. This, 1
" fuppofe, is now expedted. An attempt fully to-difcufs -
~ the fubject, would be improper,

A few hints muft.
fuffice. = - s P
T T T TT
We embrace the . holy feriptures, coinmonly
called the. Bible, as our. all-fufficient, and only guide
in matters of religion, This divine volume, is 2’ light .
that fhineth-in a-dark place, to which we think itour -
indifpenfable dnty, and ineftimable -privilege, to take-
heed, Happy. in the idea of fuch 2 guide, it is our:
S N B o ambition;,

RN :

.
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ambition, in whatever i'efpe&s religion, to have oup
faith formed, and our practice regulated, by its unerrs
ing dictates. By: thele, and thefe alone, we confides
our confciences as bound. Jefus here appears as Le« ‘
giflator in Zion, and Lord of confeience. We appres
hend, ifany perf'on, or perfons, fhould affume an au-
thority to introduce additional articles of faith, or rules
of conduét jnto the church bf Chrift, that this would be
- confidered by him, as Tetting up their- threfhold by hls. '
threfholds, and their poft by hIS Po[’cs.

.
. .

. Farther ; we think it the rwht of every one, with
the Bible in his hand, to inquire into, and judge of its
meaning for himfelf. - Religion is a concern of a per«
fonal nature. - The word of God lics. open to all,

"Search the feriptures, is the command of Chrift, - This
fhould be done with fimplicity, d1l|genc'& and praj(er.‘v
Let none adopt their religious fentiments, as they in-
herit their names ov eﬁates, from their anceftors, - As
we.admit of no additions to the facred code, fo we fabe
mit to no mtelpletatlon of it, merely on the authority .

.of others, - Men nay “be learned, wife, and pious; yet
they are but men.” They are imperfedt and fallible,
Soare we. Let us then never yicld to thofe who

would exercife dominion over our faith, nor attempt °' -

to afume it ourfelves. If another differs from me, he"™
only does what I do. I differ from him.” Yet let us’
hold; let us fpeak "the truth in love. Letus alwz-iys‘
vemember, there is an. authority to which we are ac-
countable, 2 bar bef'ore ‘which we ﬁ:md. The bar
o{' J efus, - To him we nmﬁ render an account.

Gle’li controverfies have e*ufied, 1efpe&mg the
nature of a chriftian church. "An intimate acquam-_
tance With thefe, would tend very little to godly edie’

o "}a ’ fymg‘
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f’ying; Suffice it at prefent to fay; we fuppofe a chril-
tian church to be a fociéty of profefling chriftians, vo-

luntarily - united for fpiritual purpofles. Profefling

- chriftians, . Such as avow faith in Chrift as a faviour,

and fubjedtion to bim as a fovereign, Thefe volun-

tarily unite: Men are not born chriftians: T'hey are
made fuch by the holy Ypirit. They are not members
of a chriftian church by natural birth; but become
{uch, by their own a&‘;{nd-de‘ed.' Poflefling one com-
mon principle, the principle of love; having drank
into one fpirit, the fpirit of Chrift; they naturally
affociate. A number of perfons thus difpofed; bap-
tized on a profeffion of repentance towards God, and

~ faith in our Lord Jefus Chrift; and harmonious in -

their views of dodirine, difcipline; and worfhip, form
@ fpiritual partnerthip.  Their ends are fpiritual ; fuch
4s the honor of Chrift, the advancement of his eaufe,

.and their own profit. The grounds on which they

-~

proceed are rational and feriptural.  Rational ; as two,
five or more perfons, throwing their various talents and
abilities into orie common ftock, by a combined effort,
with éafe may accomplith puipofes, totally beyond the
ability of an individual, Scriptural ; hence we find,

in the Néw Teﬁament, that wherever the do&rine of

the crofs prevailed, whether in Judea or: elfewhere,
churches were formed, ’

-

4

Civil goverriors have nothing to fear, but évery
thing to hope from fuch focieties. While 4 chriftian
church difclaims ail dependance on. the magiftrate ds a
magiftrate, and totally denies his authority to legiflate
within her walls; fhe difféminates principles which
ferve to countera®t all he has to dread, and diffufes a
fpixit which tends to promote all he can defire, While,

~jealons for the rights .of confcience, the exclaimps,

B3 % Render



- to every nation; and every cliine, Political que[’clons,’

B A

¢ Render unto God the tbmgs that are God!s;” Wlth,
an affeCtionate concern for’ the phbhc good fhe will

not fail to add, ¢ Render unto Cafar the thmgs that

are Cafar’s.,” A chiiftian church'is equally adapted

and eivil interefts, are none of her concern, . She in-

terferes not with the courts of kings, nor folicits the -

aid of prmces. She only afks to be let alone. . And in

return engages to feel the peace of. the city where Ihe :

LI

dWﬁnS: ﬂnd play unto the Lord forit, . . ¢

L e T

n Tme, we dlﬂ'ent ﬁom that form :md conf’utuhon’_
- of a church, eftablithed by the law of the land, - Not

are we afhamed of the canfe in which e ‘have em=

barked, OQur conduét is the refult of reﬁeé’hion, of

convu‘llon, of coniuence. We judge not fhe coits

fciences of others, “To their own mafter they muft™ .

anfer, and before him ftand or fall, So mut we:

Imprefled with this folemn idea, we claim the right,

we folicit the liberty of thinking and aéling for ours

felves in matters of religion. The part we adt, we
think it eafy to defend. Among many reafons we

could affign, we conceive our conduct fully juftified -
by that of thole who founded the church of England,

'.Phey diffented from the church of Rome, once eftab-
lithed in this country. Upon the common and acs
knowledged principles of the perfe&ion of feripture,
and the right of ‘private judgment, they adted. So do
we, When they plead their own caule, the) plead
ours, In xeplymg to the charges brouwht againft them

f’by the’ R,oman C'lthohcs, they wndlcatc the part we

att, Whether l:hefe prmglples of ‘the perfe&ion of

-

'icnptme, and the nght ‘of private Judgmen’t “hdve been

cmbnced in thexr fu] i extent, and mamtamed in theiy

g;enu}ne confcquences, ma'y "be miatter of dxfputc. We
think
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-fll’ink’ﬁ(if- A&mu unde1 ‘the” mﬁuencecof‘ thls fentis

ment, we find ourfelves obliged to diffent fromi'thé
-church of England, as by law.eftablithed, Chearfully
we own, that the eftablithed church is honored with
‘Inoble lift of worthies. Their names we love. .[‘hen'
memor;es we revere. But one is our mafter, ever;
Chrit. Numbers in that connexion, are zealous for
truth, and are patterns. -of holinefs, For their uféfuls -
nefs, we pray; and in their fuccef’s, in turning fihnerg
from darknefs to light, we rejoice. Yet, not their
faith or their' piety, but the revealed will of Chrift, is
1o be the rule of our.conduct. ~There is’ a world where
Ilght fhall be perfet, and love etermlly rclrru. Pleaf=
mg thought' :

Among the various privileges enjoyed by ‘us as

Prqteﬁa'rit Diffenters, we' reckon the liberty of chufing
~ our own officers in our churches, as one of no finall

magnitude.” In a chriftian church; as delineated in the
New Teftament, there appéar to be two, viz. Bsfhops

- and Deacons. It is the place of the former to watch

over the {piritual concerns of the church; and thé
provmce of the latter to manage the worldl y affairs of
! the’ fociety. Now, the power of chuﬁng fuch as we '
approve ; fuch as we have firfk tried and’ proved ; fucbp
as appear to poflefs the qualifications neceflary for fuch
ftations in the church: together with the power of’
Tejeting them, when they a& unworthy of their chas
rater, is a privilege fo’ evidently our native right, and
fo. plam]y confonant to the pra&ice of the pmnmve
chmch a5 recorded in the New. Teﬁament that we
ftand aﬁomfhcd at the manner in which i it is firrens
dered by. multltudes. We are well perfuaded* that
wete petfons more alive to t}leir‘nghts as men; efpeu'
cxally their interefts as chriftians, they would never
' - refk

RS T
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reft. fatx:,ﬁed until they attain fo deﬁrable anf en_)oy., -
ment. . TN

" The immediate bufinefs, as ‘was before obferved;
for which we are met, is the ordination of our brother
Thomas ‘Morgan, to be a Bithop, or Paitor, in the fos
ciety now affembled. You, chriftian friends and breths
“ten, have for fometime enjoyed his public miniftrd-
tions, and private converfe. Satisfied that he poﬂ’eﬂes
a minifterial talent ; that his dorine is found; and
his manner of life becoming the «ofpel you have ins.
vited him to_take the overfight of you in the Lord.
May he be among you, the repairer of the breach, and .
the reftorer of paths to dwell in! By the Ordination
of our brother, we mean, the {olemn inveftment of him.

- with the office, to which: he is by you invited, accom-
panied with prayer, and the impofition. of hands.
Upon this head, we have inftraftion and examplein
the New Teftament. No infiructions are given to the
chutches, relpecting the bufinefs of Ordination.. But:
in the Epifties of Paul to ’I‘nnothy and Titus, ample
directions are laid down. IHence it feems natural to
infer, that the work of Ordination belongs to men al:~
ready in office. Apoftolical example looks the fame ..
way. Thus when Paul and Barnabas made an exten-

‘five tour among the chulchés, they ordained them
elders in every chulch - Aéts xiv. 23. So refpe&mg
the office of Deacons, of which you read in Aés vi.
and beginning; the Apoftle addrefling the church,
fays,  Look ye out feven men, whom we¢ may .ap-
point,”” i, e, putinto office, inveft with autherity, or<
dain over this bufinefs: thus he that rans may read.
The people chufe; “the Apottles ordain; how plain,
how fimple are the principl¢s and pmé’clces of the P""’

_mitive churches of Chmﬁ:l : T

: It
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It is highly proper, that a bufinefs fo folemn and
important, fhould be accompanied with the moft fe-
vious and fervent prayer, ' Brethren! I have the happi-
nefs to fay, that you have been inftant in prayer. ' May
you abound in this ; in every chiiftian exercife more
and more! When the defirable life of your late very
dear Paftor, and out highly efteemed brother, hung in
fufpenfe, you offered up prayers and fupplications, .
with frong crying and tears, unto him that was able
to fave him from death. True, you were not heard
in that you feared.” The eup was not fuffered to pafs
from you. You felt the ftroke, And not to have felt,
would have been a reproach, * Yet, you bowed with
- fubmiflion, | You continued to pray.. God has heard
your prayer.  Your language this day may juftly
be, *“ We will love the Lord, for he has heard the’
voice of our fupplication : becaufe he hath inclined his -
earynto us, therefore will we call upon him, as long
as we live.” Btill you are dependant. Nor'would
you with to be otherwife. Perfuaded Tam, we fhall -
all unite in a fincere and affeCtionate addrefs to the
throne of grace. But, when the folemnities of this
- day are over; when we who are come from a diftance,
 are returned" to our refpelive ftations, continue inflant
' in prayer. Pray without ceafing. ' o

" Ordination in the times of the Apoftles was alfo
attended with impofition of hands; and we apprehend-
there is fuflicient reafon to continue the pradtice. Not
that by this we can convey any ‘extraordinary gifts, av

~additional qualifications to the perfon ordained, fitting
him for the work’ upon which he is entering. No;
. Our kands‘are empty.. Yet it Teems g folemn and fig-
. mificant rite 5 a fit fign or token of his being fet apart
to a particular office.- But however fit or fignificant it
. may
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may appear, we fhould not dare to pradife it, if we

-did not apprehend we had fcriptural authomy. Paul,

“when writing to. Timothy; 1 Ep v. 22, fays, Lay

" ing,in the prefent day, we do not underftand, Ex. -

hands fuddenly on no: man.” This, we believe,
is. generally underftood as a caution to be careful whom.
he introdpced into public ftations in the church; or in
other words, whom he ordained as officers. Now, it
can hardly be fuppofed, the Apoftle would have ex~
prefled the bufinefs of Ordination by this, phrafe, if he
had not confidered the laying on of hands as effential
unto it; and why this thould be confidered as an
exhortation peculiar to I‘nnothy, and nlot equally binds

ample correfp9nds with precept on ‘this head. 'Thus,
when Paul and Barnabas were fet apart to preach the
golpel 10.the Gentlles, it was attended with Iaymg on.
of hands ; . Ads xiii.'3.  So when Deacons were ot~

dained, hands were laid on them, "A&svi. 6 . Nay, ,

this feems to have been a.ceremony practifed in anéient
times. ‘When Mofes ordained Jofhu't to be his fuc-
ceﬂ'ox, he laid his honds upon him. Num. xxvii, 23,

No‘ doubt, in this auditory, there 18 2 great vae
riety of {entiment; fome may-approve, and others as
much dlfapprove, wlmt has been advanced. To a.ll

prefent; to myfelf I would fay, let us aim to prove -
" . all. things,. and hold faft that which, is good A juft

view.of chriftian docirine. and. platﬁ:lce, is an important-
matter.. May the dwme Spmt nnpart. all. negdf‘q} \v;f,
dom! Amen,.: - . Lo . :

.
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A a0a08.Q000em—s
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My dear Brother: - - iy

L .BLING ,paﬁcd, hy your own requett, to ad-
drefs you on the prefent folemn and pleafing occaﬁovn,

I would»_recommend.tg your moft ferious attention,

jhal very'intereﬁing paflage, in | . L P

. 3 Cor. Vi, gero, =~ S
A . . ) - N . . .,
.+ dnallihings approving ourselres s the ministers of God, in
much patience, in @fftictions, in necessities, in distressesy :in
stripes, in imprisonments, in fomdts, in lubors, in watchings, in
- Justings; by pureness, by knowledge, by long<sufering, by kind-
ness, by the Holy Spirit, by love unfeigned, by the word of truth,
by the power-of God, by the armowr of rightegusness ‘on the right
Aand and on the lefts by honop and dishonors by evil report.and
oo refiort: as decejrers, and yet true s as unkiowy, and yeg
well-kuown ; s dying, and bekold, we live; as chastened, and
not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet
making many rich; ug having nothing, and yet possessing all
things. B I . ‘

N SRR

: VHER‘E is a Text, my Brother, which will ferve -
us both, far o fubject of clofe Meditation, through our
whole lives. ' May I pe aflited o to enter snto it,
and illoftrate i, as to fix your mind, and. my own,
- woft abidingly upon it! For there are few. portions of
. the word of God, which exhibit more. completely the

' C : character,
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“ charaéter o? a falthful Mini;ﬁ:el of Jelfus Chrift. Well"
may we, indeed, be deepl) hpmbled, while we atten~
tively furvey this charming portrait, and compare there~

¢ with all our own ‘attainpments : but, Be it fo! The im-

pleﬁxons of felf-gbafement will do us no harm, When
 delincating the Chriftian Chamﬂ:el to our people, we
never wifh to, confine ourfelves to fuch defcriptions as
may encourage them to conclude, that they bave fully
attained all that is to be expected of them ; nor would
you, Lam perfuaded, wifh me fo to depiét the Minif-

you are, inftead of fhewing- 1ewlly what we ought to

. be. As a perfon who wifhed to excel in the art of

writing, or pamtmg, would\account it a very gleat
- advantage to have patterns fet before him, which aps
' proached the neareft to pelfe&mn ‘fo have we Teafon

to rejoice, that Paul bas here prefented us, with fuch

.. an admirable and attra&ive example. "And you per-
ceive,. that he fpeaks of others, as well as of himfeif;
nor does he appear to confine the defeription to the
Apoftles, nor to fuch extraordinary charadters as Ti-
mothy and Silv anus 3 but includes thofe. f'uthful minif=

ters, who occu‘p:ed the paftoral oﬂicc, in the pnmxtwe

~churches, - STy ORI
L. B A ‘_ - i»; e e s 'f‘:":.t;

:{ 'This. p'arﬂrrmph' m}; Brother, ?re[v’eﬁté"’m‘- ouy \"'iew,
the Difficulties to which the firft preachers of Chrifti-
anity were expofed; the Means by which they fur-

to their Lord ; the changing Scenes through which they
pafled, and different Lights in which they were viewed
by men; 3 ‘and the Objeéts which they prmclpally res
traaded in aJl thcy dul or fuffcred

E £ ’ '!rN é -

terial Chatafter, at this time, as to deferibe barely what

mounted them, and evinced under them their fidelity

Py
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Every part of*the Subjedt demands our f'erxous attens
tion, and is calculated to warn, direét, inftruck and
animate ns, in the unport'mt work, to whlch we profefs *
to have been called of God. . . ‘{'{ﬁi- e ad

+
vt B
.‘i-n’

Let us revxew, (in the fielt place) . RO

a7

I The DIFFICULTIES to which’ the M.')mﬂ:els of .

" the Golpel were expofed in ihe earheﬂ: age of the,
Chnﬁ:tan Chmch. '
They expe&ed to meet wnth mrcumﬁ'\nces of 2
tr)mO‘ nature. * They a&ually had much to endure.
Their pat:ence was abundantly exercn(ed by aﬂl;ﬂzons,
neceffities, diftreffes, &e. And can we' look for ‘an
abfolute difcharge from any fimilar encounter? Is the
ftate” of mankind fo entirely c‘mnged ‘that we can
‘perfonn an embafly for Chrift, in a, revolted world,’
wu.hoqt ‘any fear of oppofition or ill, u["weP No,. my
Brothex, though the Church of Chrift never eanyed
reft, in’ fuch a deglee, or for {6 long a period, as in
“this country, for ‘more than a. céntury paﬁ yet we
‘cannot tell what meafure of perfecution we may endure
_before we die. | “Let us be prepaled f'or the wor{’c ; and
pny for the fune mind to be in "us, which he ex-
prefled, who faid, I count not my life dear unto myfelf,
Jo that I might Sinifke my courfe with _/o_y, and the mi~

© wiflyy which I have received of the L‘ard j’efus, to tes-

zyj; tie gofpel of the grace of Ged G

v .‘ . 'N ‘”
s ’l‘he Apoftles and their affociates Wele expo(’ed to
Sripes, imprifonments, tumulis, * Atone time. the Ma-
giftrates frowning, at another the Mob excited 'lga.mﬁ:
them. * They were imprifoned, after haying many
ﬁnpes laid on them; at Philippi; ~affaulted by Iewd.
fellows of the bafer foit, at Theflalonicas the Jews -
b ca , followed
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 ftances from theirs that went before us in - the, fame

followed them«to Beren, and 'I’cirr'é}lbu@ thie people; at
Athens, the phllofophets encountered them; and at
" Ephefus,© the crafismen gave the alarm, that the
Church” was in' danger. Human nature is fill the
fame, and if promdence re(train not our enemies con-

tinually, we muy foon fee how -great a fire alittle

fpark can kindle. Many of the inhabitants of Bire
mingham are better able than I am, to deferibe the ter- N
rible ideas contained in the woid fumults. May God,
in his merciful providence, prevent their being thus
underftood, in this neighbourhood, any more! But if

he fhould fereen us, all through life, from fome. of ‘
thofe evils to which. the firlk teacbers of Chu{hamty,

‘and many. of their fucceffors were expofed; we mufd

not expect an entire exemptlon from the whole traiw,

They bad to endure Zoils, watchings, and faﬂmgs' -
and fhall we never voluntarily forego our eafe or en-
_]oyments, for the fuke of doing good to fouls # They
were frequently deprived of reft, of fleep, of food ; and
fhall we prefume to requite a falnefs of all external
accommodations to render the fervice of the Lord tolers
able > Let us be thankful for every providential advan-

“tage we enjoy, to facilitate our fpleadmg the know=

ledze of God our Saviour;, and gladly-i 1mprove it, for
that facred purpofe.—Let us blefs the Lord for all our :
temporal comfmts, and be concerned fo ufe them for
his glory : but never may the difference of our circums

work, prove a fnaie to our fouls! Inftead of bcmg
feduced by thefe means, from a life of diligence and
felf-denial; let us rather be excited to be fober and »
v1gllant, always aboundmg in the work of the Lord. o
= o R ,,_l, P
) And, in one wny or othcr, we mu(t expe& a ﬂm\‘e ]
of Aﬁh&tons. . 'Chough you may have but little to

 dread ¥
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dread from Per['ecutors, yet you muft furely meet irith
Oppofers., Men of corrupt minds' will labor to draw
off others from the truth. Yea, falfe brethren will
fpeak perverfe things; and fo diftort the truth, as to
make their reprefentation of the Gofpel mote palatable

to the carnal mind, than you can dare to renderit,

‘While loofe profeflors, if you will not countenance
them in their i//egal condud, will more than infinuate

that you are not evangelical.. If you are afraid to ven- |

ture very ‘near the borders of Antinomianifm, you may.
,expedt that fome will-charge you with inclining much -
to Arminianifin; and if you preach the doé’mnes of
free, fovereign, and eflicacious grace, to the exclufion
of boafting, and the deftruction of felf-righteous hope,.
others may charge you with being unfriendly to good

- works. However, betray not the truth to its enemies,

either on the right hand, or on the left.  Keep in the
mza’_/z‘ of the paths of Sfudgement, Contend earnq/l{y
 for the Faith, 'once delivered to the Saints ; but ufe

- feriptural “weapons alone, in the conteft., If others

rail, render not railing for railing ; for it will bea v
{h'une unto you, if they cannot ont do you, in that
pra&ice. Avoid profane and wvain babblings, jefts,
fneers, dogmatical aflertions and anathemas. . If req-

" Sfoning out of-the feriptures, opening the word, and al-

ledging the divine teftimony, will not fatisfy your
hearers, they muft take the confequence of following
thofe, who. adulterate the gofpel, to draw away dif-
-ciples after them. - But the fervant of the Lord muft
not jlrz've, but be gentle unto all, apt to teach, paa
tient, in meeknzfs inflruéting _ﬁerz as oppafe l/zem/bl've: H
if' God, peradventure, will give them repentance to the
acknowledging of the truth ; and that they may recover
themfelves out of the fnare of the devil, 'who are mkm

: caph'velgy Ium at hiswilh © L L

P-.-,,u,
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" You w:Il have need of Patversce thh youtr own
People even as we, my dear Brother, need that the
chief Shepherd fhould have muciy patience with uss If

B you do not often think of that, you will be ready, at

times, to exclaum, ‘as-did Mofegtolﬁael, How. can 1

myfelf alone bear all your cumbrance, and your hurs

den, and your firife? However, you are. not alone..

God hath appointed’Deacons-in the Churthes. of the

Saints, to be Helps unto. the Paftors; and, I truft; he

has furnifhied this Charch with fuch as are fuith fulmen}

pa,rta!\erb, at leaft, of the Holy Spirit ¢ and our prayer

15 that they be abundant!y filled with his gface! And

He himfelf will be with you, who exprelled his appro-

bation of the Angel of the church of Thyatira, by fay+

ing, I know thy patience. If you wifh to pleafe him,.
therefore, Let patience have its perfeft work; both in

or crofs the' Lord fhail fec good to Iay upon youtfelf,
‘Remember what Dr. Cotton Mather* tells his Son.

yourfelf entered into a wine prefs, and I muit give you
Auftin’s advice, prepara te ad prefuras, prepare th yfelf
for the p\eﬁ'ures, but let every one of your ple[fures
-bring, forth the wine of the kingdom! May the fpirit .
Fof martyrdom be upon thee, then fhalt thou be crowned'

[u o .

‘with the martyrs of the Loxd! e i "wy  ,“ v
FQ* ¥ T wifh you, my Brother, to conﬁder ? Cad
; II The MEANS by which the firft preachers of
Chuﬁmmty furnounted - their Difficulties, and

*'4;' evmced theu‘ ﬁncenty and ﬁdclnty té: theu' Lold. "
»

(‘

€7 % Seo his Manuductw ad Mmzste)zum, rcpubhfhed in !781,
- by my . Father, with many, valuable additions. I would carneftly ¢
recommend the frequent perulal of this pubhcauon,\to young. mlml-
- trsin genenl -

bearing with others, and in eaduring whatever burden .* -

In your entrance. on the miniftry, *¢ You will find ~}
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By {)ztrelze/&, Zzy knowledge, by long- ﬁt[ﬁ’rmg, Zy

kmdans &y the Holy Spirit, by love unfeigned, by the

word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour
of righteoufuefs, on the right hand and the left:

Vhele are the weipons of your warfare, “Thefe are

the feals of your divine cmmmihon. Thus muft you ’

approve yomfelf unto Godu .+ L 7 oee

"1',: e : tA

Bv purenefs. Pun’cy of Motwes muft be regarded,' '
as well as Purity ‘of Conduct.. . Let us look well to
‘the Springs of a&tion. The queftion which the Lord
put to the Jews, concerning their fafts and feafts, dur«

- ¢ ing the Babylonifh captivity, muft be applied to, us,. .
by a faithful confcience, refpecting all our minifterial
{ervices: Did ge.at all do it to wmz, even to ME?
/?uh’z the Lorp.  All'§ is fpoiled, unlefs this enquuy cay
be anfwered arlght At the, fame time, all our pre-
tenfions -to purity of pnncnple will  be unworthy of
credit, if they are not confirmed, by purity of behaviour,
May you be enabled to maintain an irreproachable, ver

* merable. charadter, unftainéd by the. pollutions of . the
world. We muft be’ clean who' bear the veffels. of the
Lord, Let us lemembel that we are commanded to
be feparate, and uot to fouch t]ze unclean thing.  Let
s, therefore, by the promiifed aid. of the Holy Spirit,
gleanfe our_/e:'vei jrom -a]l filthinefs of the Jefke and
fpmt, perJeﬂzfzg izo;’uugﬁr in tltefear of God: , . "\" -
~. B_y knowledge. It was . obfewed by the hﬂ: prol
" phet of the Old Teftament, that the Prieff's lzps Jhould
keep knowledge, they fhould feek the law at his mouth ;
'[07' he is the .meffenger of the Lord of /zoﬁ; and
forely this .muft, be equally true of every fzuthful ’

* Minifter of the New Te[’cament. If you would rwrzlL
before God, in peace and equity;, “and turn many. away

6 L } ‘ ‘fw ﬁam» :
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Syom iniquity 5 the law of truth muft be in your mouth,
#and iniquity not be found in your lips. You muft be
taught of God, that you may learn wifdom, and have
the knowledge of the holy ; thus fhall you be fitted to -
teach others the good knowledge of the Lord, even
the truth as it is in Fefus. And as a thorough ac-
quaintance with divine things is indifpenfably necef-
fary,'fo inay almoft every kind of knowledge be ufed
in fubflerviency to the Gofpel. I would encourage you,
a$ opportunity fhall be afforded, to feek and intermeddle
with all wifdom.; but ever beware that more trivial
{ciences do not call off your mind froms your main ob-
je@, Rethember that the wifidom of the prudent isto
underfland HIS way. 'Who would chufe a Phyfician,
for Lis knowledge of navigation; or a Counfellor, for
his acquaintance with chemiltry; or a Commander,
for his fkill in botany * But better might any one
chim refpect in either of thefe charaders, on account
of his being verfed in a fcience the moft foreign from
his profeffion, than a man prefume to ftile himfelf a
Minifter of the Gofpel, who was ambitious to know
any thing in the world, in preferénce to Chrift and him
crucified. May that, which ever continued the chief
object of refearch to the moft learned of the Apoftles,
be your conftant purfuit, *¢ That I may know Him!?*
O may our whole conduét, my Brother, correfpond
with his profefian, yea, doubtlefs, I count all things but
lofs for ahe excellency of the knowledge of ¥efus Chrifé
my Lord. And may our knowledge appear ‘to be
fpiritaal, and not merely fpeculative, by its humbling
us, inftead of puffing us up! May we know, experi-
mentally and praically, the power of biswefurreetion, -
and the fellowfhip of his fufferings, being” made. cons
Jormable to the defign of his death. 1 might here ob-
ferve, that next to your being well inftrudted in the
B ‘ Vi v things,
O AR Mo oo o o
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things of God, the knowledge of mankind, both as
creatures, and as finners, will be of effential fervice to
you, in-the work of the miniftry. The word of Godin ,
generaly and a fpecial attention to the different modes
of addrefs ufed by the infpired writers, and to {eripture
hiﬁory' and biography; with- a careful obfervation of
your people, and the ftudy of your own heart, will,

. inthis refpect, be of great utiliy, -~ -, S
> By long fiffering, - Behold, faith James, the hus<
bandman waiteth Jor the .;breéious Sruit of the earth, .
and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early
and latter rain, ‘Beyau alfo patient; let -your. heart
be effablifhed, by faith in his word, who hath promifed,
They that fou in tears fhall reap in joy:. He that goetbt
Jorth and-weepeth, bearing. precious feed, fhall doubt=
e come again with rejoicing, bringing his fheaves with
him. - Thére muft' be a time for praying and waiting,
before the ‘time of rejoicing : and, itis often the cafe,
that' the richeft harvett is, the longelt in,ripening.
Long’ fuffering will be requifite -in your intercourfe
with thofé who are already inya ftate of grace. 'Butlet
B3 remember how much we have exercifed the long
fufféring of our indulgent Lord. , Such-ashave been:
kept moft faithful and unblem‘_i‘zh‘ed,,tili the greater part
of life is certainly elapfed, muft, when they look back -
-on the‘years that are paft, exclaim with Dayid; *¢ T, /xf;'
Gentlensfs hath made me great!” He felt the gratitude
of ong who well remembered that hie had been a feeble,
fickly -child, that with conftant attention ’am’l gentle
nurfing; had been reared up to the {trength of maﬁ-&
. ‘hood, ;; Oh, you- will feel the import of that phrafe, if
twenty" or, thirty ;years hence, you thould lopk back on
the care:of your heavenly Father, and find you have
been; gnapled to abide fteadfaft in his fervice, - Let us
Eol D T ofen
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often think of his patience and long fuffering towards
us, that thus we may be induced to imitate fo tender
. an example. Nor doth he extend his long fuffering
merely to his’ chlldlen, it isdifplayed. even towards
his enemics; it was manifefted to us, while as yet we
were among the number of his enemies. ‘ This cons
fideration” will keep us from being overcoine of evil;
and will induce us to labor to overcome evil with good.
It will help us meekly to endure infults and provocas

tions ; blefling them’ that curfe us, and praying’ for '

them that dcfp;tefully uﬁ, use i L i
t e SN e

By lmdueﬁ, Me1ely to fuﬂer ]onb, and not e :

plovolsed to avenge ourfelns, ‘muft not be confidered
as adequate conformnty to'the examp]e of Chrifk,  The
kindnefs and- - philanthropy of ‘God'our Savionr, thould
conftrain us.to a hlghel, imitation of his bemgmtya
(The fame word is ufed'in Titus iii, 4, as.in our text,
and unports domg hurt to no one, but laboring to pros
fit all we can.) Bemg perfecuted, we fuffer it ;- being
defamed, wé intraaty being reviled, we blefs; faid the
- ‘Apoftle, - O may the fame mind bein us.- It was the
laft of feventy Refolutions found among the papers of

Prefident Ediards, #¢ Lét there be fomethm'r of Be- '

nevolence malllfpeak Py f‘ o Py

CANNEN R I :‘{{ )n 'y \' Y ,‘: - oy

. By ﬂze Holy szru‘. ' '.l‘he ‘writer of this epiftle; and
'mmly of his cotempomnes, were partakers of the #x3
tmordmar_y and ‘mirdculotis ‘inflitendes. of ‘the divine
Spirit, Now if “they, who? were' dlgmﬁed withvfueli
.endowments, and ‘could woﬂ«: uura.cles in proof of thei¥

_ miflion, had yet fo ‘mich- patxence long fuffering and -
: f;mdnefs, whxch they wete “obliged 'to exercife, both
iowauls their' enemxes N anrl téiwards-thofe that attended
on then mmxﬂ:ry, fuxely 'w‘? mwy bea thie contradict

tion

R W ¢
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fion of finners; and have compaflion on them that are
dull of hearing, and flow of heart to believe. But the
ordinary, gracious, fanéifying influences of the Holy
Spirit. are the moft impostant. Woe be to the man
who enters on the work of the miniftry without them!
He will be very unlikely to five others; and, if he
remain a franger to them, he will be fure, by his very
‘Preaching, to fink himfelf into deeper damnation ! i
any one have not the Spirit of Chrif}, he is siane of his;
and he will be 2 poor minifter who is not poflefled, in
an eminent degree, of the Spirit of Holinefs., But
when a man is:evidently fan&ified by the truth, the
- doétrines which are according to godlinefs will be
fitted to his lips. - Oh that ‘we both may- be filled with
~ the Spirit; and be ever careful not to grieve that divine
Agent, who alone can profper our miniftrations ; and
by whom .our-own. fouls muft be fealed to the day of
redemption ! e

v By Love unfeigned. - The fruit of the Spirit is
Lovei . Yea, Gop bimfelf is Love; .and he that
dwelleth in Love, dwelleth in God, and God in Tim
For:Love is of Gods and every one thar loveth is boria
of God,.and knoweth God, . The whole Law is JSummed,
up in one word, Love: how thall we prove that it iy
written on ourhearts, but by Love unfeigned? Supreme
Love to God, and-difinterefted Love .to man, muft has
bitually influence the true minifter of Chrift's nor wil}
any thing -elfo ‘enable him 'to go through with his ar.
dous ewployment. -Let the Love of Chrift confirain
you. . The confideration.and imitation of his unfpeak-
_able Love to yop, "and your fervent Love to him in re-
turn, will make you willing to endure al) thiqgs for the
Ble’s fake, that they may obtain that falvation, by .
‘which' their Redeemer fhall be eternally glorified, . O
LI D2 . omy -
" m}"



[203

- my Brother! let the-bleffed caufe’ of Chrift, and the.
precious fouls of men, be-infinitely valuable in your
“eyes. How beautifully are the nature and properneg
~ of Love, or piive difinterefted Benevolence, deferibed in
© the thirteenth chapter of Paul's firft epiftle to'the Co~
rmthmns' , You know itis the fame word in the Origi-
nal{ with that rendered Lovein our text 5’ % and the term
Charity, ufed by our tranflators, is often H:r'mgel y mift
underitood.” Love fuffereth long, and is kindy Love
envieth not 5 Love vaunteth wor itfelf, is not puffed up;
doth not behave itfelf unfeemly, feeketh not ber.ownyis
not eafily provoked, thinketh no evils rejoiceth not'in
iniquity, but rejoiceth in the trutl; beareth all things,
believeth all tlung:, /wpeth all z‘bmgxa endurm‘h all
ﬂungs. ' "/" ' R _
By the IVardof Trutk. May you, my’ Brother, .
like Apollos, be mighty in the Scriptures. Let ihe
word of Chrift dwell in you richly, in all wifdom.
Prove the Orthodoxy of your fentiments, by finding a
ufe for every part of the word of-God: for, I think,
nothing would be a fhrewder evidence, that you had
not got the right clue to lead you into ‘the: juft inter-
pretation of I'cnptule, than if yom creed had & natural
téndency to make you fhy of many parts of the Bible; -
But the Confeffion of Faith, which. you have now: made,
before” many witnefles, confirms my _previous perfua=
fion, that-your principles will never le1d you to decline
giving fall fcope to either:the’ dorines or' the exhortas
tions of the divine word; - Never may, you fluun to des
clare the whole counfel of God! Keep not back from
. the people, over whom the Holy Spirit - hath .‘made
you a Bifhop' or. Overfeer, any thing that would be pro=
fitahle to their fouls; Labor-to lead them into an ace
quaistance with all the prwzhgﬂ of the children of
W Pl . GOKI,
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God “and be equally affiduous 16 infbradk them m the
knowledge of their duties. © Be caveful to' fpeak the truth
in love; and endeavour to handle the matter fo wifely -
as not to ‘give ncedlefs offence : for the wife in heart
Jhall be called, prudent, and’ the Jweetnefs of t/ze Z;ps‘
mcreaﬂlk Jearning. - But'never may ‘you be as mtmy,
who corrupt the uord of God: but as of Jfi ncerz.{y, bu&
as ‘of *God, in’ the Jight of God may you' fpeak i
C’hr;ﬂ havnw renozmcetl the 'hidden fhmgs qf difho=
nefly, not' 'walkmg in cmﬂmeﬁ, ot Izcm(llmg the word
of God deceitfully; but, by ‘the mang/‘ /Ianon of the
druth, commending yourfelf 10 e'very man's corgﬁ,zence,
i ﬂzefgﬁt ofGa(l R Pl
By ﬁze jaoweo af God 'For, in the conteﬂ: o
which you are called, by mere.human. Ih'ength fhall
no one prevail. - God muft hold you up; or' you can-
not ftand your ground ;. much lefs can you put to flight
the anmies of the aliens, and fubduc obftinaté rebels to
the dominion of your.blefled Lord, . *The arm. of
JeHoVaH muft be revealed, or the gofpel::report, .
though fo worthy of all acceptation, will never be cor-
dially belicved. But you. know who hath faid to his
Minifters, Lo I am with you always to-the end of the
world : and he is able to uphold, prote® and fucceed
you. He hath the, key of David ; he openeth and none
can ﬂmt.. . Thongh Abaddon, like a “firong man
armed, may have long taken up his abode in the foul,
23 in a fortrefs fecured by boits and bars; yet omnpi-
potent grace is able to break i in pieces the gates of brafs,
and to cut the bars of iron in funder, Nothmg, my
Brother, 15 too hard for the Lord. . He will work, and
who fhall hinder ? Afk not, How Ihall thefe flainlive ?
but pmphefy, at_ your mafter’s ‘mddmg, t0 the diy
bones in the va!ley, and regard not who ridicules the
attempt, while § your hope of fuccefs is, not from the

o0



| [zl
good-will of man, but frdm the. P0¥V91',0f God, who
raifeth the dead, . o .

“*" Finally, If you would overcome all oppofition, and
" be more than o_conqueror at laft; it muft be, &y the
armour of Righteoufnefs, on the right hand and on the
left. Youmul endure hardnefs as’a good fildier of
- Fefus Chriff. . And remember, that however thofe
who fight againft you may ufe unlawful weapons, yet
, the ‘weapons of your warfare muft be, not carnal but
. Ipiritual, if yoy would have them effectual to demolith
the ftrongholds’ of the devil.” Nor muft you expedt,
that yoit will have oceafion to defend yourfelf, againft
attacks merely from one fide ; you will often be befet
on éither hand; I have fométimes compared the Reliw
 gion of the Gofpel to a Bridge over a dangerous guiph; .
defended by a wall on each fide. - The enemy, who is
full of wiles, confines his attack, for a time, to one
fide' of this ‘bridge; where he endeavours to throw
down the parapet, that heedlefs fouls may fall overinto
perdition 3 but while the friends of truth ave engaged to
oppofe him, being <all attention that not the fmallef
breach fhould be madé on the right hand, the foe art
fully: withdraws ‘his agents to the oppofite fide of the
bridge, and makes a dangerous gap in the wall'on the
left hand ; that many 'may fall inte the gulph, and be
drowned, eré his opponents-are aware of the danger.
You cani very eafily apply this veprefentation, ' T orget
ot the caution I'with to convey by it. * But whatever
foe you oppofe, ufe only the armour of righteoufnefs,
Never willingly” mifreprefent an adverfary. < Evér ree
member, that the wrath of man worketh not fhe 7igh«
teoufinefs of God. *Avoid-perfonalities in controvérfy,
Expofe the fophiftry of falfe reafoning ;. but do ‘nof
infult your antagonilt; nor indulge a fpirit of bitternefs
e : B o7 towatds
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towards” the erronéous. - ‘Recommend -the thith! by
thewing its blefled tendency, -and efpecxally by« exem«’

phfymu it to the uttelmoﬂz. R BTN
‘ B I o ,gl‘.;
ﬂonﬁder v e

{11, The chanmng SCENES thmugh which they ex-
pected to pafs, who were called to this woik before
you; and the’ dnﬂerent LIGI-ITS in whlch they

'. were v1ewed by men. L .

] - 7

They had to pa['s tlzrouglz Honvr aml Dg/lzonor’_
and their great concern wai to cfcape the fnares of
Both : being ‘neither unduly elevated by theé one, nor.
lnordlmtely depreﬁ'cd by the other. By foind, ithey
wéte owned and refpedted, as ‘the fervants of God s
and you,” my Brothel, cannot but with to be found,,
and. muft be willing to be acknowledged, one to whom
this. chamcter Juﬂly be]ongs. But furely you wnll dread
. bemo’,ldohzed by 'my, anq put in_the place of your'
Lord., I"u' fooner’ would you with " that" they’ fhould
undew'\lue the fer V'\nt, than’ thni they Ihould rob the
mafter of the. glory due to his name. Nor will any
be more likely, after a time, to think too meanly of
you, than thofe who, fora feafon, think more hlghly of
you than tbey ought. In the fame city of Lycaonia
‘where Paul was taken for a god, they foon ftonied him,,
and!drew* him* out of town, fuppofing he, had: been
dead: while. he was more fhocked when they were,

- about ito facrifice) to hiwm, than when they defigned to
murder him..  However, jt was the more common log
of him and his aflociates, to.be made as the jz'lth of the.
world, as the off-feouring of. all t}nngs and, 1 fuppofe,
you will meet’ w1th ; moze to vsl:fyzyou, than to 1110112&
ou, . Mo L e
T L\ I S, s .
', T Yet.
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Yet Religion'is too good to be often oppo{Ld » Witha:
vut being firt mifreprefented. - The enemies of the.
truth will, therefore, try to juftify themfelves to others,
by mifreprefenting you; ‘and to themfelves by wrong -
conceptions of you. Bat go on, like youl predecef-
fors, through evil report, aml good report. It is fuffici=
ent for the fervant to be as his JLord. Some faid, He
was good man, and othera f.ud Nay, but he deceiv
eth the _people, Aad, however carefu] his minifters
ought to be, and are, to cut off occafion from them
h'lt feek "accafion, they cannot exped to efcape-the
defamipg of: many. . But let not mlﬁeprelentxon and
calumny dnfcoumge you,from a {teady- pelfeverance in
duty; God will wipe away your repwach in due fea-
~fon: and they, whofe, judgment is ; moft to he re-
garded will bear w:tnefs to yom vood lepmt. -

“' ‘ The Apoﬁles were treﬂted as Decez'uers, wh:le ’théy‘
were .teally #rue. Keep clofe to their ﬁeps ‘and be’
content with their’ ‘Jot. ~ When charged | with' felfifh
finifter views, go on to feek the good of othcrs. Oféry
may the fervants of Chrift force the confuences of their'
encmies to fpeak for ‘them, even while they give thenr
tongues 2, licenfe to' fpeak agmnﬂ théln. Live down
their ﬂandexs, and leave yom 1cputatlon to.the care of
a faxthful God, .| !; ' A

tad it

twmonl Ly tu TR

They, who ﬁr[‘t publlﬂled thc gofpel toa bemghted
xvmld were confidered as unknown; by the prond ‘and
prejudiced s it (ufficed them, that to God, as well as to.
thofe who were the’ feals<of their miniftry, they were
well'known.  Enjoying. hxs‘approbatlon, ‘it was.a light
1hmg with- thém- to -be - judged. of jman’s® Jndcmem.

Some fuppofed them to be befide themfelyes; (aslong - |

before, the captains of Israel had treated the young
prophet who was fent by Elitha to anoint Jehu, as:}l
- mae
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#ad fellow) while others admitted that they were
fober -and well-meaning : but faid Paul, W% are made
manifeft unto Gods and.I trufi alfo are made manifeft ‘
in your confeiences.  For whether we be befide our~
Selves, itis to God; or whether we be Jober, itis for
Jour cayfe. However obfcure the fituations may be, -
in which fome faithful fervants .of Chrift are placed,
the God of heaven hath his eye upon them for good.:
They are employed in nobler work than princes or
kings: - However their views may be miftaken or mif=
reprefented, God knows and approves the' .principle
from which they'act ; for it is #he Love of Chrift which
conflraineth them, to befeech men to be reconciled to
God, .. - . L - t'{
" Weare confidered, fays the A poftle, as dying, and
behold, we live, We live in frequent meditation on
death, but that neither makes us unhappy, nor, pre=;
vents any enjoyment that is worth the name, It keeps
us from idolizing ‘things below, while it ftirs us up to
the due improvement of time, and excites our attens
tion to-that life which we expect beyond the grave.’
The primitive preachers of the golpel were expofed to,
unnumbered dangers, in their attempts to foread the,
" knowledge of their blefled Lord; but no difficaities
could difimay them, whofe life was hid with Chrift in:.
God. Their antidote againft the fear of death is thus,
defcribed, , Mhways bearing about in the body the dying
of .the Lord Jefus, that the life alfo of Fefus might
be made. manifeft-in our body. For we who live gre '
always delivered unto death for Fefus' Jake, that’ the
life alfo of Fefus might be made manifef} in our mortal
,jlq/k.':"As to the Apoftle of the Gentiles, ke was in.
Journeyings often, in perils. of 'waz‘e}js, in perils of robe.
;l{ﬁ';} ,-berz’lg by"ibis own Aco‘nntr_ymen, Derils by the hea-,

SO . B .. , then,
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then, o perdls’in' the wildernefs, perils-in the Jed, in
perils among falfe brethrens botont of them all, faith
he, the Lord delivered mes Yea, the Lord flood with
me, mul Jirengthened i, when all forfosk mes and X
was dilivered out of the mouth ofitheLien, And the
Lord, he adds, fhall deliver ho from every evil work,
and will preferve me unto his héaenly lmgtlom. to
'wkam be glo: y for ever, and ever, JImsn. IR ’
b O B iy s .

W'e are. le_/lened he here: ﬁ:leOll‘iS, but ot kziled.
Though their enemies fought their defiruction; yet | the
Lord ufed them onlf as inftruments of  corretion, and;
left not his fervants to their will. «.Hence' though Paub
was in labors more abundant, in firipes above meafure;
in prifons more frequent, in deaths oft; at five feveral
times, he received of the. jews; Sorty Sripes fuve, one;
he, was thrice beaten with rods, once was he ﬂoned
thrice he: fufforcd fhipwreck,iand was a nipght and @

i day in the deesps in wearinefs and 'painfulmj/.'s; i

walclings oftens in hunger and thirft, in faﬂzngs
gften; {n cold and nakednéfs;- yet he remarks, #7%
are troubled on every fide, yetnot diftrefled 3 perplexed,

but not in defpair; perﬁauled but " not: for;/'akm i caft
down, but'not defiroged.’:1¢ not .this formidable: enu~
meratmn, my Brother, fufficient } to warrant M, W, lnfe-
jzeld 5t concluﬁon, that * A’ 'man. is m)murtal ull His
work bedone K R I DAt
’?1’. A ..s AR SR

'I‘Pxey ‘Were eﬁeemed as ﬁrrowful leadmw'thf'e
of hardfhips, and fuppo{ed to be poor, gloomy, melan-
choly beings, | wl;o kncw nothmu‘ of 'true enJoyment.
They really had many pamf'ul exerclfes of mipd; and
were often- filled Witli* forrow, from ' i}mpathy with’
theu- afflicted brethren, and from compmfﬁonate concern,’
fOL "the’ mxferahle condltmn of penﬂung immortals "

AN . they
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Ctuty Were gricved at the fins of otheus,and, above dll,
they forrowed for their own defetts, and endured a
daily confliét with indwelling fin : and yet they were
‘1]"”".}’5 Pejoicing. They ericouraged “one another -to
Fefoice in the Lord, to rejoice #vermore. . We mjowe in
the hape of the glory of God; yea we glory in tribu-
lations; we jay in God, through our Lord Jefus
Chrift; by whom we have received the atonement.
Thanks ‘be ‘unto God, who ‘always canfeth us-to i

' umplz i C’lzr:_/Z “&ei: Buch was their language, .my
Brother, and you have the fame folid. tﬂound fbr

,JOY NS . .’ .‘ ~ "v

Wlille conﬁdered as- jﬁom- in thls wor]tl and of”zen
obliged to labor’ wlth ‘their ‘hands, for their own fupe
port 3 béing alfo deeply Tenfible of fpiritual poverty and
mfufﬁmency in themfelves; they were mﬂ:rumental in
mtzkmgwmwxy ricky by bringing them to. the know-
ledge of the unfeamhable riches, of Chrift, -Surely y the
poffefion of all” he . wealth in the world could not
iafford fach fatlsf‘t&ion, .4s the Tike, fuceefs would im=,
part, to a mind: which, like theirs, is in umfon w1th
the mind of God our Saviour! - When the day cometh
which flall burn like an oven, how many rich men
fhall weep and howl for the m(/'erxes that ﬂzall come
‘upon them! Their gold and filver were cankered in
their chetls, dnd the ruft -of them fhall be a “witnefs,
againf} them, and eat their flefl as it were fire. ** By-
this is ib manifelt,” will the .T udge’ declare, ¢ that you
loved the tleafules which you had not au heart to ud:,
mofe$th'm you)loved Me, or my brethren, and the
pl‘opag'mon of my caufe,” But how will many a p&’)r
Minifter 'of Chiift rejoice in’ that_ day' When fure
Tounded by’ hundreds, who are madé Iilﬁgs and priefts
udto God, they-fhall exclaim, with tranfports of graté-
ful affedtion,’ «* T'his, O Lord, is the man, whom thou

E2 N didi
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. didft employ to make us acquamted with the txue'
’ nches'” AT P R TAN
S v
Such Servants of the” hvmg God have been oftcn
rlef'pnfed as having nothing, becaufe they could call o
. great worldly pofleffions their own ; but with much more
- juftice may they be confidered as poffeffing all things:
-For all things are afluredly working together for their
good. All events that befal them, ynder a divine
fupermtendence, are rendered fubfervient to their real
. benefit. Yeq, all the affairs of time, being. adjuﬁed
and over ruled by their glouous Lord, thall iffue in the
pxodué‘hon of an éxceeding great and eterna,l welght of
gIory, which they fhall for evet enjoy, with him wha
7is Heir of all thmgs. In refpedt of things fpisitual,
they l\now that, in themfelves, they have nothmg, angd
‘are notlnng ;. but it p]eaﬁ.th them, as well as the Father,
“that all fulnefs dwells in Chrift, They readily confefs,
tlmt they have ‘neither- wzfdom, nghteoufnefs, not
ihcnﬂth, except in Him alone: but Chrift; to thcm, ‘
s all; andhe is in them ald; and they, ere long, ﬂlall
be ﬁllec_l u_:?lh aIl ;lze ﬂzlng/.'s of G_,od,{ Coe
! ot "v_v‘\ ‘,,
- ) I ‘h
. IV. The OBJECTS they pmncxga]]y ren‘arded in al'[
‘f.{,y lley did and fuﬁered,r .
7 Their gneat concern was ﬂus alone, (0 my Bm- ,
* ther, let it alfo be ours 1) to apprwe themfelves xnto
. Gud, as his Mmg/iers They were careful, mdeet],
Dot to give Juﬁ: or needlefs, umbmve to-Men, Gz'vwg
70 oﬁ:rrce in any thing, that i]ze minifiry bé not
_ blamed. As Paul exhoried others, in his-former epif=
tle, Give none offence, neither' to the j‘ews, nor to the
) Gennles, nor to z‘he C’lzmck %f God £ven as I pleq/é f

Y

I clofe with notlcmg, ) ~, \

)
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all perfons in’ all, things,:not fecking rine own profif,
-but that of ‘many; that they may; be faved. ) He atted
herein, not from a felfith, but from a benevolent prin=
ciple; difintereftedly aiming at the glory of God, and
the falvation of immortal fouls : for he acknowledges, -
if I get pleafed men, I fhould not be ihe fervant of
Clirift. .But, he folemnly avows, refpecting himfelf
and his brethren, as we were allowed of God, to.be put
in truff with the gq/;bel, even Jo we ﬂenk' not as
pleafing men, but God, who' trieth our, hearts.. For
neither at' m{y time uﬁd we flattering words, as g8
Enaw, nor. @ cloke o cavetazg/’ng/& ;3 God is 'wztﬂqf.‘s. :

‘But God’s Appxobahon was that which’ they ean
‘neftly fonght to obtain +.and this muft be, in like’ ma.n~
ner, the obje&t of. our ‘conftant’ pmfull. - Should .we
gain the approbation of Men, and not be approved of '
God, what could that avail us? Very jittle, now ; lefs,
.on a death bed; nothing, yea, lefs than nothmg, at.
“the laft trémendous day!  Whereas though men Ihould
Mufpect, or cenfure, or'condemn us; while yet God
-approves of us; all will be well in the final iflye of
-events. Were the applaufe of men’ to'be made our
-object, though we fhould feek it thh unremlttmg di-
ligence, yet might we feek it very probably in vains "
.our high eftimation of that airy good would not enfure ¥
'fuccefs to the moft laborious affiduity in tedious chaéé.
But God’s Approb’ttxon is infallibly fecured, to all who
firicerely engage in his fervice ; if all we do, be: rightly
(direGed to his glory, and if all be done in the name-of
:our Lotd . Jefus, we cannot mifs the attamment of our
end: for we do not ferve a hard, nor a ‘capricious
-mafter. If he approve; we thall be likely to fucceed in
our Work: for though it be arduous, and moft i impor-
ant; .yet he can crown our efforts with glorious fuc-
gefs,. And were they not to be productive of all the

X , . benefit
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benefit we coutd with. to others, the Lovd will neverthe.
flefsaéc’e'pt and reward allthofe that are faithful and die
Jigentin his fexviee. Oune foweth, and another reapeth ;
but, both be that foweth, ‘and he ﬂm_;‘ reapeth fhall yee

.\« Joicé agether, in life eternali oo ’
R VR Rt PN

- Study ‘thehi, ‘my Brother, #0_fhiew hyfelf approved
wnte Goddy, & workman Yhat ,71_:???1915’ .i';'o{ to be afhamed,
‘rightly dividing the word’ of truih, + Do you afk,
How fhall his Approbation bé Tecured ¥ ' The anfwer is

+ obvibus, By our ading i all things, as his Minifters,
or Servants, His Work is' honorable ‘and glorious :
but, of all fervices for God, that in which we are ea-
ployed is the moft' noble and, delightful, , Gofpel Mi-
nifters are called to fubferve God’s grand and g’;’apious
purpofe of glorifying.all his perfections, in the Salva=
tion of finners ;. by reftoring. them to the -enjoyment
‘of his favor, through the Mediation of his only-begoy~
ten Son; and bringirﬂg the‘m again, by the effeCtual -
‘agency of the blefled Spirit, into.a ftate of voluntary
fubje&ion to his will, and genuine ;conformity to his
"i'lln_agev:. that thus they may glorify and' enjoy him,
truly oa earth, -and;perfeity and eternall ¥y in Heayen,
“This was God’s \f}i{'e ~and merciful defign, in inflituting
» the gofpel miniftry ; and this' muft be, the defign with,
* which we difcharge all our profeflfional fervices, . -

. R ¥
- - RLY N yo
L . W . LS4 4 e

: ““;}Nm will it- fiffice, that. with.'this ultimate end in
“view, we have once entered upon our important work.
The frequent repetition, of the actual inténtion, yea the
.conftant eyeing of the divine glory,, is.highly_n‘ebeﬂ‘any,
1o prefervesthe enjoyment of peace of conféience, and
to render our facred employment: pleafint and profit=

- .able, . As'the Servant. of the Son' of God, syou mull
cever adk in fubordination. to him fubmitting cheerfully
Ben ' - to.

~
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to his authority; conformmv pun&nal]y to hm du‘ec-
tions ; rlependmff humb]y on-his gracious aid ; and, If
tepeah it again, aiming with finglenel of eye at his’
Glory, O my Brother! If thine Eyebe fingle; Jefus'
Chrift affures thee, that thy whole bod _ﬂmll be’ full -
of Light. "Thus thall your Lord be w1th you in all cire
cumftances, affift you in all dutles, bear you through ’

all difficulties; fupport you under all urials, fupply all- o

your wants, | and couuterb’t]'mce all the cenfures. and -
fiowns of men, by his celettiai fmile, In life, hé wzll
encompafs you with ‘his favor ‘as with a’fhield ; in
death, he Wwill hold up your head above the fivellings of

Jordan ; and to all etumty he w1]l be your exceedmg
great Reward!

, . ‘s 5 v

‘May 3ou thén, my dear Brother, who have this

day been. folemnly fet apart as;the Paftor, Overfeer,’

or Bifhop, of p Church of Chiift, gnd up the loins of".

your mind, .anil profecute- yonr Work in the- ﬁlength
of the Lord: qu v .

Wnth D{ﬂivulms )ou may expe& o meet, 'md
fach as you could not encounter, in your own ftrength.
But you. know W ho hath faid,. My Grace is Jufficient,
j‘ar thee. Tt was found fufﬁment for Paul and his cos:
tempomues* though, feparate from Ghrift,, they had:’
no more might than you; and the oppofition they enw: f
dured was more formidable, than any which your gloom:
ieft fears can forebode. * Wihen you meet. with: trials,,
think of thofe which were fuftained by the- ‘Apoftles of
our Lord.: ¥ou.may;be tempted to exclaim, ¢ This
ig very ] hard to be borne.!” but afk yourfelf,, Is i equal
to bearmg many {ripes, aml then lying all mght imthe
focks? Or, is it to be compared with the fufferings of
the marty1s. of Jefus? If, howevet, your, troubles, were
comparable to theirs, you would have fufficient reaf;gn

or

I
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 for, confidence. . Fefus Chrift is the fume yeflerday,
to-day, and for ever. His ftrength is ‘undiminifhed 3,
he is as willing to communicate it as ever; and itis.
difplayed to the fullelt advantage in the weaknefs of his
~ fervants, : L :

. Refle by what Means they furmounted every obe
- flacle, and evinced their fidelity to their Lord,. By
~what Heapons did they obtain the victory. over all their
foes - They overcame by the blood of the Lamb, and
by the fword of the Spirit. You have accefs to the
fame armoury of God : nor. has Satan made fuch im-,
provements in his infernal art of war, as to render it}#

effeGtual the ufe of thcféjar_nﬁé'.‘

- "Your predeceflors were viewed in ‘different Lights
by different. perfons; = they. went through various
Changes in their external circumftances, and even in the '
frame of their own minds. ‘They had feafons of dejec.
tion and trial, as.well as of elevation and’ triumph,>
You may expe&t the like. But remember, none of
thefe things could fhake their attachment to their gra-
cious Lord.  Zho Jfhall feparate us from the love of
Clirift 2 Shall tribulation, or diftrefs, oy perfecution, or
Samine, or-nakednefs, or peril; or fword ® Nay, in all
thefe things we are move-than conquerors through him
that “lrved us. . They that lived under an’ inferior
«conomy could fay, Thou, O God, haft proved us, thou
haft tried us, as filver is trivd; we went through fire
and through water; but thow broughteft us out into a
wealthy place, - And thus, my Brother, ‘fhall your fe~
verelt trials enrich yourfelf; as well as be fubfervient to’
your making many rich: while you join the Apofile’
Jin-his facved trivmph.’ T am perfugded; that neither:
death, nor lifey nor angels, nar principalitios, nor powergy
T FIVERPEY] B Cies ot
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War things prefent, nor things to come; nor heighty nor depih,
Mr any other creature, fhall be able to jzparate us from the,
dove gf' Gody which is in Chrift j ¢fus our Lord. : ,g,

Apprwe youxfelf' the:efore, unto God , Let thxs be
invariably your chief concern. = Aim at the honor of
. the glorious Imm'muel, and at the extenﬁon of his
kingdom of Grace. : Gather out of his ﬁ:ore-houfe thofe
feeds of truth, of holinefs, and of happmeﬁ., which it
is your bufinefs to diffeminate among mankind 3 imi-
plore his. blefling on the feed fown, and. give all_the
honor of your fuccefs to the Lord of the harveﬁ Be
fatistied - with his aoprbbatlon, and be . affuved that
your {abor fhall not be in vain in the Lord. - #7ell dons, -
&ood and faithful fervant ! will make you rich amends.
for all the labors you can un(lergo, for all the {ufferings.
you can endure. TR o ,‘ L
Ilc who was with your immediate pledeceﬁor, who
fucceeded his labors, who cheered him under all his.
trials, and beftrewed with the flowers of paradife his
path through the valley of the fhadow of death, will,
both in lee and in death be alfo with you, - May you
follow our beloved Pearcs, even as he followed his di-
vine Lord! We with you a longer courfe ;. we fcarcely
can wifth you a lovelier walk, or a.iore. bleffed exit.
Your. divine Maiter hath affured you, that where he is,
 there fhall his fervants be. Multitudes _unnumbered,
who came out of great tribulation, are now put in poli
{eflion of the promifed blifs, Follow on, my Brother !
and .in due feafon you fhall join that compary, who,'
with- palmsiof viory in. thieir hands,. {urround :the
great, white throne. May a large train of your own
{piritual  children attend you there ; while othiers par- -
tlclpate and increafe your Joy, who conveyted undex
F. the
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the lafe dear paftor of this church; or other faithfal mis
sifters of ~Jefus, fhall have heen fed, during the latter-
days of their pilgrimage;, by you; ‘with the word of
“truth ! Theve Pearce has been already joined by our
perfected brethren'from Tndia ; who were called home
 from thelr Miflioh, when the fields of Béngal were firlt

- vipe for harvet.” They expect Carey, and their other
furviving Affociates, with a train of Baptized Hindood:
- There has my dear Corre{pondent, the late prefident’

- of Schenedtady College, in America, already found

the menj whom he knew chiefly- by my defcription’s
" enjoying the company of his glorified Father, whofe -
_ works they h'\d’ read with facli pleafure and profit b~
low." Sixtecn 'yeaks - was - I favored’ with the diftant
~ friendthip and epxﬁol‘ny inftrudtion'. of ‘the Sonj and, _
more than double-that time, have I been charmed and
edified. with the invaluable wrltmn's of the Father.
The former pleafure I fhzll enjoy no mote' But, God
forbid I fhould be deceived as to the expetted blifs of
fpending: cternity in their focicty! O glorious day ¥
when we, my onther, fhall be.admitted to that facred!
Aflembly of redecmed and fanétified fouls ! and when
we fhall quit for ever the polluted and polluting throng
of finners, to live with none but faints, all faulttefs: and
fpotlefs: as’ thesangels of God :° fo that “to “him: who
bought ‘them with "his blood ‘it-'may be faid'of them
all, as once to Gideon of his brethren, Each of them:is
as thou art, refembling the ‘children of o ‘king." How
many can the elder part of this auditory recolleét, who
are gone before them, to that bleft abode! How many
of our Chriffian riends! How many ofithe’ Minifters .
of Jefus! How many of former ages, ‘the hiftory of |
whole lives and. labors, and fufferings in the caufeof
Chn[’c has repeatedly humbled and annmted us! The’ o

oo i ‘!li‘ 2
; #" D, JoNumm Epwnnns.
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Lights of the Woild, who here illumined different
countries, and fhone in diftant periods of time, are all
affembled there, and fhine with mingled luftre, and
with purer rays, . Thofe who had no opportunity for .
perfonal intercourfe in this world, but who here felta
high efteem for their predeceffors, or diftant fellow-
laborers in the Rcdeemel s caufe, there {ee, and love,
and admire the image of Chrift, in thofe of whom they
only read or heard before ; enjoying their company all
together, without any thing to impede their focial in-
" tercourfe; and without any fear of future interruption:
- for the language of the Canaan above containsno fuch
'pamf‘ul word, as Fareter ! Unnumbered '\Iﬂhons more,
unknown to each other on earth, even fo much as by
name, find themfelves united in {weet fociety, to which’
additions are making every hour. From the Eaft and
the. Weft, from the North and the South, fhall all zhez
nations of the faved be affembled, in one finlefs, blifs-
ful: world, where there fhall be no night, for the Lord
God Almighty and*the Lamb Ihall enhghten them all;
for'eyer and ever,” ‘Amen, -

. SERMON.
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Dcw Brethren,

o, BEING 1eque[{ed to addrefs an exhortatlon tq
you, on thls folemn occafion, I the more readzly come
plys. becaufe I am perfuaded. you will hear me with’
Landom ‘and attention.” The paffage of ho]y writ on

which 1 fhall ground what T have to oﬁ'er, isin
%!
Hebrews xiii, 17.

Obey them that have the vule over you, and submit g your<
gelves: for they walch for your souls, as they that must give.
an account : that they may do it with joy, and wot with g u:f

Sor that is unprofitable fm Jou

.-

I[T is not ufual, 1 believe, for minifters, in their
~ ordinaty labors, to dwell upon the obligations of the
people of their charge towards them., They feel, pro-
bably, that on fuch a fubjeét they might be fufpeted of
partiality to themfelves; and if fuch afufpwlon were
indulged, however juft and' proper their admonitions
might be, they would be but of little ufe, and might
operate to their difadvantage. Nor is it 2 fubject that
a humble and holy man would ordinarily choofe, even . ¢
though there werg no danger of mifconftrudtion : be
had mthex m[‘pue in his people the love of Chrift,
and of one another, hopmn’ that if this prevailed, it
' would

e
i
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would conftrain them to whatever was proper towaids.
himfelf. = It does not follow, however, that this fpecies
of’chn{’clan duty ought never to beinfifted on: theglory -
of God, the fuccefs of the church, and the fpiritual ad- .
vantage of individuals will be found to be involved in.

No man could be more averfe to an undue aﬂ’ump-
non of power than the Apoftle Paul: in many in-.
ftances he forbore to  infift upon the authority that
Chrift had given him; yet when addrefling the
churches in the behalf of others, he uniformly infifts
upon the treatment which ' private members owe to
their pa{i:ors, as well as upon other relative duties.
To this I may add, if there be any one time in which
an‘exhortation on this fubjeét is peculiarly feafonable,
‘it is when the relation between paftor and people is -
publicly folemnized. T fhall therefore proceed to ex-
plain and enforce the exhorta.tlon which I have read
to you, e ' : :

,‘,- 1. LeT us ENDEAVOUR TO ASCERTAIN WHEREIN
@ONSISTS THAT OBEDIENCE AND SUBMIYSION WHICH
IS REQUIRED OF A PEOPLE TOWARDS THEIR PAS-
ToR. - The very terms rule, obey, and ﬁ;bmz’t may be
grating in the ears of fome; and true it is that there
have been great abufes of thefe things; a great deal of,
prieftly domination has been exerciled in the name of
Chrift. Yet there muft be rule in the church of Chrift, -
as well ‘as in other focieties, Without this it would
not be a bady, growing up unto him in all things,
which is the head even Chrift, but a number of feat--
tered bones. O, ifall afpired to rule and guidance,

the queftion of the Apoitle would here be applicable; . -

If the whaole were an eye, where were the hear:ng? But
newy Imth God [fet the members eve, y one in the body, as .
e 8 it
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it hath pleafed him*. " Chriftian minifters are called

overfeers, as having the overfi ght of ‘the: ﬂock, anfl thc
prmcnpa] dne&non of i its copcerns, o R
' The church of Chnﬂ: Imwever, is. nqt fubJeEt to @
‘defpotic government. Minifters aré forbidden to lord
it over God's ‘heritage.. The power that: was given
them, and all other. officers, ordinary or ektraordinary,
was for edilication, and not for deftrution. # There
are three things which are neceffary; in order that the
authority of a paftor be-legitimate, and unobjection=
able s 'namely,that he be freely chofen by the church;
that the ftandard by which he rules, :be not his.own'
will, but the will of Chiift; and that the things which
ke uxbes on othew be. equqlly bmdmg,x on hnr.i'elf' ’

1 ’."».: -

I‘xrﬂ: It is ncceﬂ'ary that your paftor be ﬁ'ee]y '

chofen by you to his facxed office. If he had been
impofed upon you by any human authority, againt,
or without your own confent, I fhould ‘not be able to
prove from the fu‘lptures that you were bound to obey
or fubmit to him. " Should it be alleged that' paftors
are - reprefented as the' gifts of God, and fuch as'the
Foly’ Spirit- hath made wverfeerss 1 fhould’ anf'wer,
"True; but the Holy Spmt performs ‘this work not ims
'nicdnte]y, but medmtely, by inclining the hearts of his
- people’ to chufe them. 'No one indeed: preteﬂadb‘th'\t it
isdone unmednatcly. IIumm choice™is “in"all ‘cafes
concuned “and the odly. queftion is, Whether it be by
that of the people, or- of foz1ﬁe’one or n&ore,’ that fhall
chufe on their behalf. ' The pmmtwe churches elected

then own officers.. ‘The’ Apoftles ordaifted‘theim ; but

xt Wwas by the fu&'rave of the people. The power of

R 1 Cor. xii, 17 =

s

SR o rlea’!ian;
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eleé‘izon was with thern*’, and wnth t.hem it contmuetl
duriiig thé pureft ages of the church.  If the primitive!
paftors had been’ chofen by the Apof’cles, it had alfor”.
been their province to have reje@ed. or filenced: themy;
as occafion fhould require; -but ‘when. falfe ‘teachers:
arofe amongft:the: Corinthians, and. Galatians, we do:
not find: thefe - t:huréhes, not even the pureft: part.of:
thein, -applying -toithe Apoftle,. bit the’ Apoﬁ:le 0
theim; for their removalf.: The falfe teachers of primis
tivetimes, idgratiated themfelves with thepeople, anddelz
pred the Apoftles: aninconteftable proof this, tolevery.
- one-acquainted ‘with> human nature, where the: ‘POWErs
of eledtion and rejection lay. 1f your paftor,. Ifay;
again, had been impofed upon you by any human au-
thotity, nrram[’c or ‘without your own confent, T fhould
not be’ able to plovc from the fcuptmes, that you weteh
bound. to obey, of’ fubmlt to him. #But it-is not fo.;
You have heard’ }nm and known him? and from an
otbfcwatxon ‘ofhis fpmt and’ conduéty and an experience®
of the adv'mtades of ‘his' miniftr y, you h'we chofen hiny.
10 watch oved you in the Loxd, + Pl o7 e araw '

A S P ISR

INFEL S Y AN
) Secondly, Tbe rule to which Jou are ngmre(l z‘o
Jielid obedience  and ﬁ;b_/eﬂzon, 75 not - his' will, bud the
'wdl of Cbrxﬂ‘ -Paﬁors are that to*a church which thd
executlve powers o¥ magiftratesi of a free country are
to the fiate, the'drmns of - the law, * Submiflion to
them is ihbmlﬁion to the law,? If. your paftor teach
'my other do&rme, or mculcate any other duties'than
what Chrift’hath!left on record; obdy him not: “but
while urging thefe it is at your-perilito refitt him ; for
eﬁf’cing himi s 'you'refift him . that fent him... It jsin

thls view;! as’ tea.ehmg dwme truth and enfmcmg d;.
}_,d 9T Yoo i .
4 Acts vi, 1.-6 ‘nv. 23. ;— Gal v, xz; oA
- S ‘4‘451 Gk ;(i . - wine



E' 4’0 .] n:‘ A
wine commands, that the fervants-of God in all ages
bave been invefted thh divine authonty . Of the fons '
. of Levi, it was faid - they’ fhall, teach Jacob thy
‘ Judgments, and Ifrael z‘ky Jaw,’! and upon this ground
it was added, blefs, Lord, Lis fi ubflance, and accept the
work of his hands : fimite through the hoins of them thas
7ife againft him, and of them that hate bim, that they
7ife not again*. Here lay the fin. of Korah. and his
company, .of Elymas the, forcerer, and -of Alexander:
the copperfmith: they each, by refilting the fervants.
of God, in- the proper execution of their work, refifted:
God, and brought upon themfelves the Joreft of judg-,
‘ments.: SR R T T ,o‘

1 Thlrdly, lee ﬁ;mg: 'wbw/; Ize urges upau you, re
equally binding upan lumﬁ{/’ When. he cxhlblts to. .
you the only name given, under heaveu, among men,
by which you can be faved, and clxarges you, on’ pain
of eternal damnation, not to negle& it; remember his,
own foul. alfo is at flake. And when he.exhorts and
warns you, if he himfelf fhould privately pur(ue a con-
trary courfe, he feals }us own deﬁru&lon.
A ) ! Tow
iy There are,,lt is tme, thofe.yvho‘lade men with
heavy burdens, ‘grievous 10 be borne, to_ which they’
themfelves will not.put one of their ﬁnrfers thefe,’
however, are mof,.the comm’mds of Chnﬂ;. ‘['hefe,
however, inftead of bgmg, the commands of . Churift,
which: are not grievous, except fo. unholy men, are
~ mere human traditions : but though they were allowed
to be otherwife, the inconfiftent condud of minifters
would not exempt either them or you from obligation.
Should we enforce the will of Chrift upon you, while
living in the neglect of it ouri‘elves, woe be unto us!

.

'5. o Del.lt. xxxiii, 10,. ]1' .
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Yet this will fall upon our own heads. "If we be
Wicked, depofe us from our office; ‘but while we are
in it, let not the word of the Lord be difregarded on
our account, o : ’g“

Let me point out a few particulars, brethren, in ™
which it is your duty and intereft to obey him whom
you have chofen to have the rule.over you, and to fub~
mit-yowrfelves, ' s

oy With réfpet to his pzcbh':' minifiry. Do not
fly in the face of plain dealing from the pulpit. Good
fenfe, as well as the fear of God, will; 1 truft, prefetve
your paftor from dealing in perfonal refle@ions, or.any

. thing defigned to offend; but do not be unwilling that

,

he fhould come clofe to cafes and confciences. You
may as-well have no,minifter, as one that never makes
you feel, < I hope the houfe of God: will continue-to
be to you-what it has been; a reft in times of trouble -
2 houfe of confolation; but do not go with merely a
defire to be comforted.- Go as well to learn your faile
ings and defects, and in the hope of having them cors” v
rected. It is not the mere hearcr, but the doer of the
word that is blefled in his work.* . I hope you will
always exercife your judgments as to what you hear;s,
and compare it with the oracles of God; but if you
attend preaching merely as judges of its orthodoxy,
you will derive no advantage to yourfelves, and ‘may
do much harm to others. * It is the h‘umble-chriﬁiaxfj,
who hears that he may be inftrudted, corrected, and
guickened in - the ways of God, who will obtain that
confolation which the gofpel affords. .. .-

2., With refpe to his }Ti?)afe,'D?’/.Z'fs.v,r;‘:":Y(;I‘l do

ot expedt him to vifit you in the charadter of a faun~

Ve Cam P jamés i 23, 4
G . terer,
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terer, but "of a paftor; and if fo, it becomes you to be
open to a free exchange of fentiments on your beft in«
terefts; No minifter is always alike prepaved for pro-
fitable convelfation, and fome much lefs fo than others ;
but if he perceives in you defire after it, it will be
much more eafily introduced. Be fiec to communi-
cate yolir cafes to him, It will aflitt bim in his preach-
ing, more than a library of expofitors ; and if while
yOu are converﬁng with him, he thould be directed to
impart to you the mind of Chrift, as fuited to your
particular cafe, do not treat it llghll ys but. I'ubmu; yours
felves 10 it. _

< In prefiding in your occfg/‘onal affemblies.

\thn you meet togt.ther as a chriftian church, for the
adjuftment of your concerns, he is entitled 1o your re-
fpet.  Every fociety places fo much authority in its
‘preﬁc’[ent as fhall be neceffary to check diforderly in-
dlwdn"ds, and to ‘preferve a proper decorum, It will |
doubtlefs become him, efpecaally while he is a young

© man, tobe gentle and temperate in the exercife of au-
“thority : and it will no lefs become you to fubmit to it.
‘When churches enter into difputes with heat and bitter-
_nefs;when all are fpeakers, and refpet is paid to no
" wone more than another, they debafethemfelves below
the charax&er even of civilized focieties, :

‘\ 4. In the reproqﬂ' which he may have ocoaﬁon
to adminitter to you in fecret. You do not with that
your paftor fhould deal in- perfonal reflections from the
pulpit; yet there are cafes in which reproof requires
to be perfonal ; ‘he muft, therefore, if he difcharge his
duty, be free and faithful in telling you of what he fees
amifs.in you, - It has long appeared to me that there
is a {pecies of faults in individua) members which are
not proper objedts of chuwh cenfure, but of paftoral

Co . . admomuow
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adinonition 3 fuch as fpiritual deglenfions, hefitating on
important truthg, negle® of religions duties, worldly
anxiety, and the e'wly apploaches to any evil coutfle,
A faithful paftor, with an eye of watchful- tendernefs,
will perceive the firk fymptoms. of fpiritual diforder,
and by a. timely hint, will counterad its operations ;
whereas . if nothing be faid or done, “#ill the ‘cafe re-
quires the cenfure of the church, the party may be ex-
cluded, but is feldom recovered. You may eafily
fuppofe. this to be & felf denying work for your paftor,
He had much rather vifit you with a {mile of affection-
ate congratulation ; yet it may be of the firft impor-
tance to you, and to the church. Do not render this
difagreeable part of his work, more difagreeable bya
touchy and refentful difpofition 3 but receive reproofs
with candour. Correction may .be grievous to him that
Jorfaketh the way: but he that Immh reproof ﬂzall

die. .

II. "LET us OBSERVE THE IMPORTANT cowsmnn-
ATIONS BY WHICH THIS OBEDIENCE AND . SUBMIS-
stoN ARE ENFORCED. Thefe you will perceive, are
partly taken from the vegard you bear to yourfelves;
they watch for your \/buls—partly from your fympas
thy with them, that they may do it with jay, and not
awith a,;ef-—and even that part which feems to 1e['pea-_
their comfort, ultzmnte!y cohcerns your own for if

- they d1fcharge their Work with grzqf, that will ba
unprofitable for. Jyou. Give us your ferious and
candid attention, brethren, while we veview thele
important ‘motives.  Confider, firff, your paftor
watches fir your fouls. Your falvation, let me pre-
fume, will be his great concern, and while purfuing

" fhis, youmay well be expected to concur with him,

and {ubmit yourfelves to him in the Lord, You would
¢ c2 : {ubmit
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fubmit to a fargeon, who was performing an operation, -
.to fave your life; or to a counfellor, who fhodld offer
- you his advice for the faving of your property; ortoa
commander, who thould lead you forth to fave your
country ; but thefe are inferior objeéts, when compared
h your foul. . Obferve the force of every term.

wit
" They waren, The word literally fignifies to keep
- awake,* Here it denotes vigilzfncef Minifters are as
watchiien on the walls, or in the ftreets of a city ; by
whofe care and ‘ﬁ(lleliity"the inhabitants enjoy fecuritys
Their work is to rife carly, to fit upTate, and to eat the
bread of care ; for fo’it is, that God giveth hisbeloved
fleep.  Aware of your temptationis, and dangers, he
mult have his eyes about him, that he may be ready to
give the alarm.” He may'be thinking and' caring, and
Praying for’ you, when }Ero‘u” think but little of him,_,‘
and ‘perhaps in fome inftances when you think but. »
litle of yourfelves, Do not hinder, but help him in
‘his work, Lf““ o U
R IR - 0 ] A

" They watch” For " yoi. 3 *Recolledt that you are
- watched on ‘all fides, but not in this manner, - Satan
- watches you': but it is that he may feize his opportus
nily to deftroy-you, He ‘whatcheth you; as a wolf doth
a theep-fold ;‘.‘bu’lt your paftor, as a faithful fhepherd, to
prote& and fave you, The world alfo will ‘watch
you, and’ that with' the ‘eye of an enemy, waiting for -
your halting ; but bc,witﬁ the’ téndef‘fdlicijude ofa’

father, to'do you good, . Do not .oppdfe him in ﬁhis;hi;ﬁ.

important work | Lo e , v i

<l L R T L IR

" They watih for YQUR tvs"o'ui.s_.f*' f\’&_"‘eré"yoﬁ; paftor |

_ ftationed to watch over your health, property, or life,

- and difcharged kis truft, with {kill and fidelity, you
- ' to ©would
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would thmk hun WOrthy of your eﬂ'eem but lt 1s not
for thefe thlngs that he'is pnnmpa]ly concerded.’ He
would, doubtle{'s, be happy to do you good in any way,
but neither of thefe employments is hlS peculiar pro--.
vince, " You employ other perfons to'watch for you; °:
in fuch matters. Nothmg lefs than your immortal in~
terefts, muft ‘engage his attention, He watches” for
that, compared with which; kingdoms and empnes are

but trifles ; for that, which, if gained, all is gained; o

and which, if loft, all is loft, and that for ever, “Dao
not refift him in his work, but concur with hnn.v

" Finally, They watch oS THOSE THAT MUST GIVE
-Account, How 1mport’mt a ftation! Thete is an
account for every one to gwe ‘of himfelf; buta paftor
has not only to do this in common with his people,
but muft alfo 8ive account gf them. At his hands the
chief thepherd will’ requue it. " And what will be the
account of your paftor? "Will he be able to fay, con«
cerning you, ** Here I am, and the children whom
the Lord hath given me?” O that he might!" But it
is much fo be feared, that fome of you, who are this
day committed to his' ‘char, ge, will in that day be mifl~.
ing’; and what account will he then have to give >
Will-he not have to fay, ¢ Lord, fome of them have
negletted thy word ; fome have refifted it; fome have
reproached me for preaching it; fome have deferted
it, and turned z;ﬁde after ]ylng vanities ; fome who-
have continued, have not received the love of the truth
that they mlght be faved—hearmg, they have heard,
and not underftood ;. feelng, they have feen, and not
Percewed their heart is waxed gxofs, and their ears
are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they clofed?””
- And how if, when mtelroo‘ated he fhould not be able
“"tc; acquit himfelf? “How if it fhould prove, that- he did
/ . "not
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not warn you, nor feek after you, nor care for-you?
Ah, then you will perith, and your blood will be re-
quired at his hand! #ho, alas, who is fufficient Jor
thefe things 2 At all events, for your own fake, and for
his fake, do not hmdel him in his work. Woe unto
him, if he preach not the gofpel ; and woe unto you,
if you oppofe him in it! Do not objet to his dewling
f'ur.hfnlly, both in and out of the pulpit, foas that it
“is; aimed, for your good. Do not hinder him in the
work of reproof by fiding with tranfyreflors. - In fhort,
if you have any regard to your own fouls, or the fouls
of others, obey the “counfels of heaven, which are com-
municated to you through his miniftry, and fubmit
youriclvcs
'f Conﬁder, Secand{y, the dxfcharge of this his work’
" will be either joy or grief, according to the fpirit of the
people among whom he labors. You do not with, I -
dare fay, to gneve and diftrefs a fervant of Chrift.
Better had you never have chofen him, than to break
his heart; yet fuch things are.

7&‘ If in bz,s publ;c p;mdzwg, be have aze'dous, ge-
nerons, modeft, attentive, wife, and affectionate peo-—
© ple; conftant and early in attending ; candid, and ten
der-hearted in hearing; and deﬁrous of obtalnmg fome
i’pmtual advantage from all they hear ; you cannot cone
ceive what joy it will afford him, He will pray for
you, angd preach to you with abundantly the more in-
tereft, And this being the cafe, it may contribute
not a lmIe to the fuccefs. of his labowrs; for God
works not only by the word preached, but by the
efets of it, in the fpmt ‘of belieyers. The apoftle
fuppofes that fome on Whom the word itfelf had no in-

fluence, might yet be’ won by the chaﬂ;e converfatlon
of’
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of the godly females®. - But if he have a flothful, fel-
fith, cold-heasted, cavﬂhnrf conceited, and contentious
audience, what a fource of grief muft it be to him!
The meekeft of men was overcomie by fuch a people,
and tempted to with that God would %il] him out of
hand, rather than continue to caufe him thus to fee
his wretch ednefst.

If, in azZ/zg/}mg the cancerns of the clmrclz every‘»;ﬁ
individual confider that others have underftanding, as
well as himfelf, and have the fame right to be heard -
and regarded ; if all ftrive to a& in concert, and never
oppofe a meafure from humoul, but merely from con-
fcience, or 2 perfuafion that it is wrong, fuch things
to a paftor mnft needs be a fource of joy. But if prlde
and felf-will .prevail, they will breed confufion .and
every evil work; and this, if he have any regard 1o
religion, or to you, will be the grief of his foul,

If the Deacons, whoin youn have chofen to he helpers
in the truth, be wile, faithful, active, and tender
hearted ; ready to ftand by their paftor in every right
caufe, willing to impart the counfel of maturer years,
and careful to preferve the purity and peace of the
church, his work will be difcharged with joy., But, if
they mind earthly things, and leave all to him; or
though they thould be aive, yet if it be with the fpiri¢
of a Diotrephes; inftead of diminithing his lead; they.
will increale it, and render his wox'k a daily grir.;f .;A; o

If in ﬂze emercz/é of di ﬂ'lplme, there be,a nmty of
heart, a willingnefs te follow God’s word, whocvc:
may be affedted by it if like the tube of Lev;, you

# 1 Perer, il 1.
4 Numbers, xi, 10—-15.
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In fuch matters know nof Jyour father, nor your mothey,
nor- acknowledge your brethren, nor know your own
children ; but obferve God's word, and keep his cove=
nant *, this to an upright man, will be a fource of Joy
and folid fatisfadtion. But, if whenever 2 cenfure re~
quires to be inflidted, no unanimity can be obtained ;
if regard be had to friends and family connexions, to
the fetting afide of Chrift’s revealed will, nothing will
- be done with effet, "The zeal of a few will be attri-
* buted to prejudice; and the party, inftead of being
convinced and humbled, will be hairdened in his fin,
Thus the work of the miniftry will be a burden of

grief.

Finally, If you be a fpiritual, affe@ionate, and peace-
_able people, your paftor will perform his work with
joy : but if you be carnal and contentious; if there be
whifperings, fvellings, tumults, party attachments,
jealoufies, antipathies, {candals; Alas, he may fow,
but it will be among thorns; he may preach, butit
will be with a heavy heart.

Conﬁder, T/urd{y, you cannot caufe the work of
'your paftor to be grievous, but at your own expence 3
it will be unprofitable for you. It is to no purpofe that

- you have a paftor ordained over you in the Lord, un-

~ Iefs his minifiry be profitable to- you. Every thing,
therefore, which promotes this end, fhould be carefully
cherifhed; and every thing that hinders it, as carefully
avoided, But profit under a miniftry, greatly depends,
under God, upon mutual attachment., 1 do not mean
to commend that fondnefs and partiality that would
rendex yon the devotees of 2 man, or incapacitate you

* Deut, xxxiil, g . :
o for
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for hearing : 'my otber preachmg than his, They that
cannot edify, fave under one minifter, give fufficient

proof that they do not truly edify under him, But
there is an attachment between a p'1ﬂ:on and a peoplc,. :

that is highly neceflary ; as without it, attendance on
public worfhip would in a great meafure ceafe to be an
enjoyment, This attachment, my Brethren, fhould

begin with you, and be cherifhed by a courfe of kind «

and faithful treatment; delicately ineeting his wants,
gradually infpiring his confidence, tenderly participat=
ing his afili¢tions, and 1 may add, if occafion require it,
affe@®ionately fuggefting to him his faults and de-
- fells. By thefe means, he will infenfibly be attached
to you in return; and will prefer preaching at home,
to all his occafiohal labours in other places, By an
acquaintance with your cafes, his preaching will be
feafonable, and favoury, proceeding from the fulnefs
of his heart.  Of fuch words it may well be faid, How
good they are! But [ need not enlarge upon thefe
things to you. Never, perhaps, wére they more. fully
exemplified, than in the perfon of your late loving and
‘beloved paftor. You loved him, for the truth’s fake

that dwelt i Jn him; and he, on the other hand; ‘was not .

only willifig to impart unto you the goipel of God, but
‘his own I'oul “alfo, becaufe ye were dear unto him,

May the: fame fpirit be cherifhed. between you and .

your prefent pa[‘tor' _

Love is the gmnd Iecret to make you; a]lhappy.
Love, howevey, is a tender plant; a fight, blafk of un-
kindnefs will greatly injure it. If you grieye him

through inadvertency, come to an early explanation. -

_ If unkindnefs be repéated, his attachment to you will
" be weakened, and then yours to him will be the fame,
Thxs w111 be followed by varions mifunderftandings,
H -{lights,



1 R
flights, diftances, and bffgnbesﬂhe iffue of wiﬁch miay
be a roote@_anﬁpmhxg which when it enters, all profit
nnder a miniftry is at anend. If he,could preach like
an angel, all were in vain, fo far as relates to your ads
vantage. o ST e
i o . Y ' 2 .

. From thefe remarks you fee, and feel; my brethrem,
that if your paftor performs his work with grief, it will

" be at your expence; or, that every kind of treatment

that wounds his fpirit, undermines your own welfare.
Spudy, therefore, by all means, to render it his joy,

~which will turn to your account: ftudy by a conftant

difcharge of kind offices, to endear yourfelves, and
your families to him; by an inviting intimacy in fpiri~
tual things, to know and be known by him; and by a
holy, humble, and uniform condu in the world, and
in the church, to enable him .to look the enemies of
religion in the face, while he proclaims its holy eflis.
‘cucy. ' ’ ’ : O . )

The reward of a true paftor, is int the people of his
charge; in their fanification and falvation. 'What
elfe is. his hope, or joy, or.crown of rejoicing ? Do not
‘withhold from the labourer his hire! You may be his -
hope, without being his joy, and his hope¥nd joy for
a feafon, without being his crown of rejoicing in the

appearance of our Lord Jefus Chrift at bis coming:

but need T fay that this will be unprofitable for you!

" 1f he have a full reward of his labour, you muft be his

hope, and joy, and crown. Brethren, confider what
‘1 have faid, and the Lord give you waderftanding in all
things. Amen. - . - o T
CRINIS O
e i
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