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NARRATIVE

OF " :
THE FIRST ESTABLISHMENT
© of ‘this

SOCIETY.

HE origin of this Society will be found in the

workings of our Brother CAREY’s mind, which,
for the laft nine or ten years, has been direGed to this ob-
_jet with very little intermiffion. His heart appears to
have been fet upon the Converfion of the Heathen, before
- he came to refide at Adoulton, an. 1786. It was there he
wrote the Manufcript which he has fince printed, entituled,
“ Ax Enquiry 1NTo THE OBLIGATIONS oF CHRIs-
. % T1aNs To USE MEANs For THE CONVERSION OF THE
: B “Hega-
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« HeaTnen ;” and his Converfations, Prayers, ard Ser-
mens, were moftly accompanied with fomething relative to
this fubjeét. He poffefled at the fame time, a great thirft
for geographical knowledge, and a remarkable aptitude at
learning languages, {o that his moft intimate friends were
for feveral years paft induced to think that he was formed
for fome fuch peculiar undertaking, ,

His defire that a Society might be eftablithed amongft
his connexions, for the propagation of the gofpel among the
Heathen, and that he might have a fhare in that important
fervice, continued and increafed, till at length, in the year
1791, being at a meeting of minifters at Clipffone, in Nor-
thampton/bire, after two difcourfes had been preached by
Brother SurcrLisre and Brother FULLER, on Fealoufy

Jor the Lorp oF Hosts, and the pernicious influence of
delay, he propofed a Queftion, “ Whether it were not prac-
« ticable, and our bounden duty, to attempt fomewhat
< toward fpreading the Gofpel in the Heathen World 27

As the public fervice had been attended with more than
ordinary folemnity, fo this confideration was managed with
a good degree of ferious and earncit concern to exert our-
felves for the enlargement of the kingdom of our Lord:
But the chief thing then agreed upon was, to defire Bro-
ther CAREY to draw up his thoughts on the fubje&, and
publith them. At the next Affociation of the Baptift
Churches, at Oakham, June 16, 1791, it was requefted by
the minifters who had been prefent at Clipffone, that Bro-
thers SurcrirrE and FuLLEr would print their Sermons
above referred to, with which requeft they complied, and
thefe were followed fome months afterwards by Brother
CAREY’s « Enguiry,” &c.

At the next Annual Meeting of the Affociation, at

Nottingham, May 31, 1792, Brother CAREY preached a
very
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very animating difcoutfe from Ifa. liv. 2, in which he prei-
fed two things in particular, as expofitory of ¢ lengthen-
« ing our cords, and ftrengthening our ftakes,” viz. (1.)
That we thould expes? great things 5 (2.) That we thould
attempt great things. After public worfhip was over the
fubject was revived, and a refolution made, ¢¢ That a plan
« be prepared againft the next minifters meeting at Ketter-
% fng, for forming a Socicty among the Baptiits for pro-
& pagating the Gofpel among the Heathen;” and Brother
Carey gencroufly propofed to devote whatever profits
might arife from his late publication, to the ufe of fuch a

. Society.

Accordingly, at the Minifters Meeting at Kettering,
OGtober 2, 1792, after the public fervices of the day were
ended, the minifters retired to confult farther on the mat-
ter, and to lay a Foundation at leaft for a Society, when
the following Refolutions were propofed, and unanimoully
agreed to.

Refolutions, &'e.

1. Defirous of making an effort for the propagation of
the Gofpel amongft the Heathen, agreeably to what is re-
commended in Brother CarEY’s late publication on that
fubje&, we, whofe names appear in the fubfequent fubfcrip-
tion, do folemnly agree to att in fociety together for that
purpofe.

~ II. Asin the prefent divided ftate of chriftendom, it
{feems that each denomination, by exerting itlelf {eparately,
is moft likely to accomplith the great ends of a miffiony it is
agrc.ed,l that this Society be called, The particular Baptift
Ssciety for propagating the Gofpel amongft the Heathen,

III.  As fuch an undertaking muft needs be attended
B2 with
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with expence, we agree immediate]-y to open a fubfcription
for the above purpole, and to recommend it to others.

IV. Every perfon who fhall fubferibe ten pounds at
once, or ten fhillings and fix-pence annually, thall be confi-
dered as a member of the fociety.

V. That the Rev. Fobn Ryland, Reynold Hogg, William
Carey, Jobn Sutcliffe, and dndrew Fuller, be appointed a
Committee, three of whom fhall be empowered to act in
carrying into effect the purpofes of the fociety.

VI. That the Rev. REvynorp Hogs be appointed
Treafurer, and Rev. ANDREW FuLLERr Secretary,

VII. That the fubferiptions be paid in at the Npr-
thampton Minifters Meeting, O&. 31, 1792, at which time
the fubject fhall be confidered more particularly, by the
Committee and other fubfcribers who may be prefent.

Signed, Fobn Ryland, Reynold Hogg, Fobn Sutcliffe, A.
Fullery, Abrakam Greenwoody, Edward Sharman, Fofbua
Burtony, Samuel Pearce, Thomas Blundell, #¥m. Heighton,
Fobn Eayres, Fofeph Timms .whofe fubfcriptions in all a-
mounted to 13, 2s. 6d.

Second Meeting of the primary Societylat Novthampion,
Offober 31, 1792.

THE Secretary chofen at the former meeting being ill,
fent a written copy of the former refolutions, with an account
of two new fubfcribers of one guinea, one of which engages
to continuedt annually. And alfo information from Brother
Carey, who was likewife prevented from attending, that

a gentleman
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a weptleman from Nortbumberland had promifed to fend him
tfenty pounds for the Society, and had engaged further to
fubfcribe four guincas annually.

Brother PEARCE, of Birmingham, gave us information
'tilat having mentioned the bufinefs to his friends, at his re-
turn from the firft meeting, and preached upon the fubject,
they were fo fuitably affeCted with the importan'ce c?f the af-
fair, as immediately, without any perfonal application to an
individual, to offer their generous contributions, which they
fent by Mr. Pearce, to the amount of feventy pounds,
which he paid into the hands of the Treafurer.

Our good friends at Birmingham alfo adopted 2 moft
agreeable plan, of forming a diftiné fociety in aid of the
miffion, for the purpofe of receiving both occafional contri-
butions, and annual, quarterly, or weekly fubfcriptions, and

" to co-operate by every other means in their power with
the primary fociety, in purfuing the grand object we have
conjointly in view.

At this meeting at Northampton, two other friends fub-
feribed and paid two guineas a piece, two more one guinca
each, and another halfg guinea, making fix guineas and a
half in all. And fuch members as were prefent of the firft
fubferibers, paid “their fubfcriptions into the hands of the
Treafurer; who propofed to put the fum now received into
the hands of a banker, whe will pay intereft for the fame.

e

The fcilowing refolves were pafled :—

L Refolusd; That the moft hearty thanks of the prim-
ary fociety are due to the congregation in Cannon-ftreet,
Birmingham, for their generous exertionsin fo good a caufe.

_ II. That we cordially approve of the ftep taken by our
friends in Birmingham, in forming an afiftant fociety, toa&
in
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in conjunétion and union with the fociety begun by the
Northampton and Leicefterfbire aflociation.

III. That if this plan thall meet with the general or in-
ereafing approbation of the Baptift churches, we fhall rejoice
to find a fiumber of correfponding united focieties formed in
different parts of the kingdom.

IV. That Brother PEARCE, of Birmingham, who wasa
member of the primary fociety, and.is the delegate from the
correfponding fociety at Birmingham, be confidered as a
member of the commitiee.

V. That in order to promote the extenfion of this fo-
ciety, it appears proper to print a brief narrative of its rife,
and plan, accompanied with fome thort addrefs, and fuch
further additions as fhall be determined upon by a meeting
of the committee at Northampton, Nov. 13, 1792,

4

Third Meeting of the primary Society, at Novthampton,
November 13, 17 92.

AFTER fpending time in prayer, confultation, and
revifing of the preceding narrative, &c. It was further
refolved,

I. That every correfponding focicty that fhall be form-
ed in different diftricts, be invited to fend either two dele-
gates, to any meeting of the primary focicty, or one delegate
who fhall h_:‘we two votes.

iI. That all perfons who may be difpofed to favour the
defign of the fociety, be invited to fend their contributions
to the Rev. R. Hoco, of Thrapflon, Treafurer, the Rev.

A, Fur-
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¢ Kettering, Secretary, or the Rev. S.

A. FuLLER, ©
he Correfponding Society at Bir-

PEARCE, Secretary to !
minghan.

[II. That the focicty would be truly obliged to any of
the friends of this defign for any hints of informatibn or ad-
yice, forwarded to the treafurer or fecretaries aforefaid. -

N.B. The following articles we with to be examined
and difcuffed in the moft diligent and impartial manher:—

What qualifications are efpecially requifite in miffiona-
rics? What perfons are known, or fuppofed to be, both
fuitable and willing to be employed in this bufinefs? What
advice fhould be given the miffionaries, or what regulations
adopted concerning them ?—Alfo, In what parts of the
heathen world do there feem to be the moft promifing
openings? What information on this head may be obtained
from any late books of travels, or from chriftian merchants,
or from fuch perfons as would, at leaft, favour the defign of
sonverting the Heathen?

At this meeting Brother CarRY was not prefent, but
wrote us as follows :— '

« ] have juft received a letter from Mr. TraoMmAs, the

% Bengal Miffionary, who informs me, that he intended
¢ being at Kettering Meeting, but forgot the time when
<« it was to be. He tells me, that he is trying to eftablifh
« a fund in London, for a miffion to Bongal; he ardently
¢ defires a companion, and enquires about the refult of our
 meeting at Kettering. 'The reafon for my writing is 2
« thought, that his fund for Bengal may interfere with
¢ our larger plan; and whether it would not be worthy
« of the Socicty, to try te make that and ours unite inte
¢ one

-
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“ onc fund, for the purpofe of fending the Gofpel to the
¢ Heathen indefinitely.

¢ Yours, &c. W €2

After reading this letter, the Committee agreed to-
make enquiry about Mr. TromAs, as to his chara@er, his
principles, his abilities, and his fuccefs amongft the Hindeos ;
and as the Secretary was going to London, the enquiries on
thefe {ubjects were committed to him.

. Agreeably to the laft refolution of the fecond meeting of
the Socicty at Northampton, the following addrefs was pre-
pared, printed, and circulated,

Addrefs of the Society 1o their fellow Chrifians
at large. '

‘THE object of this fociety is to evangelize the poor,
dark, idblatrous Heathen, by fending miffionaries into dif-
ferent parts of the world, where the glorious gofpel of
Chrift is not at prefent publithed, to preach the glad tidings
of falvation by the blood of the Lamb.

It is a very affeting fad, that according to the loweft
Computation, there are at this moment above Four HUN-
DRED MILLIONs of our fellow-men in a ftate of pagan
darknes. ~Many of whom (as the inhabitants of Niw
Zealand, and moft of the iflands of the Pacific Ocean) not
only live in the habits of offering human facrifices, but are
moft certainly proved to be abfolute Cannibals, frequently
engaging in wars, and feafting on the flefth of their enemies.

Can it then be an obje@ unworthy of the moft ardent
and perfevering purfuit, to diffeminate among them the
humane and faving principles of the Chriftian Religion,

in
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in order to bring thef¢ uncivilized barbarians to yield obe-
dience to the Prince of Peace, and to found chriftian
‘churches in places which now exhibit nething but fcenes

of delolation.

‘Were thefe ignorarit immottals but thoroughly inftruc-
ted in the do&rines and precepts of Chriftianity, their
civilization would naturally follow. And what miferies
would be ﬁcreby prevented! How great the bleflings that
muft certainly enfue, on their reception of the glorious
golpel of the blefled God!

What pains and expence does it not deferve to attempt
to refcue, at leaft fome out of fo many millions from ruin.
‘Was man formed in the image of his God, and is it not
defirable to endeavour to ufe thofe means which are calcu-
lated to reftore that loft image? Is man the reprefentative
of Deity to the inferior creation, and ought he tobe neglect-
ed and deferted, though in a ruinous ftate? Hath not God
made of one blood all nations, and fhall we not refpect all
our fellow-creatures as brethren? And if we really con-~
fider them as fuch, thould not love and compaffion excite
us to promote their prefent, and efpecially their eternal wel-
fare? Did the Saviour ftoop fo low as to vifit our benight-
ed, wretched, finful world, to recover an apoftate race from
deferved ruin? Were the moft undeferving and guilty, the
moft finful and depraved, made the obje&s of his felf-mov-
ed compaflion? Can we give a better evidence of our par-
taking of his grace, than by an earneft endeavour to imitate
hisi example, and to fubferve the defign of his coming into
the world, and laying down his precious life ; by labour-
ing to promote the falvation of the moft ignorant and help-
lefs of mankind ? ;

: Dc! we, indeed, believe the gofpcl? Do we receive it
in reality not as the word of man, but of God ? Do we ad-
o C mit
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mit into our minds the reprefentations therein given of the
ftate of man? Have we experienced the remedy in any
meafure, and can we be willing this remedy for perifhing
fouls fhould remain fo very much unknown to the greater
part of the world? Or rather, if we have experienced its
healing influence, fhall we not be concerned that this gof-
pel, with all its treafures and confolations, thould be uni-
verfally known ?

Ah! if the foul of a Hottentot, a Hindoo, or a Negro
«be like mine! And who can difpute it ?—Capable of be-
coming like God in his moral image—Capable of enjoy-
ing his favour and love—Capable of communing with him,
glorifying him, and being happy in his fmiles for ever!
How defirable is it to be inftrumental tq fuch inexpreflibly
glorious ends ! '

Never let us yield to difcouragements, from the appre-
henfion that the attempt would be in vain. 1fwehave duly
confidered the methods whereby God has already accom-
plithed the defigns of his grace in fome degree, we cannot
confiftently object to the adoption of fimilar meafures now.
The A&s of the Apoftles (that moft ancient record of
chriftian hiftory) informs us, that God  hath chofen to
propagate his truth among mankind by the efforts of their
fellow-men, committing the precious treafure of the gofpel
into % earthen veflels,” that the excellence of the power
might the more eminently appear to be of God, and not
of man.,

The Fefuits and other Popifb miffionaries have, in mo-
dern times, taken immenfe pains to propagate their very
defective and corrupt kind of chriftianity, in divers heathen
countries. — And our proteftant brethren, belonging to
other nations, have laboured with confiderable fuccefs.

Efpecially
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Fipecially the Danifh miflion to the coaft of Coromandel, in
the Eaft Indies, has, fince the year 1706, brought above
18,000 Gentoos to the profeflion of Chriftianity.—
The Dutch, in the ifland of Ceylom, and other of their Eg/f-
India fettlements, have had ftill more extenfive fuccefs.—In
NorT# AMERICA, the apoftolic ELioTT, in the laft cens
tary, was the chief inftrument of the evident and thorough
converfion of tany of the native Indians, and by his labours,
and that of other excellent Pcedobaptift minifters, feveral
churches were raifed from among thofe poor {avages, fome
of which were fupplied with minifters of their own race,
and others with Anglo-americans. Nor were the Baptifis
without 2 hand in that blefled work *. In the prefent cen-
tury, the Preflyterian fociety in Scotland for propagating
chriftian knowledge, has lent its fupport to feveral ufeful
miffionaries among the American Indians. The excellent
Davip BRAINERD, an account of whofe life and fingular
fuccefs among‘ the Indians, was publifhed by Prefident Ep-
WARDS, and after him his brother Fobn Brainerd, were fup-
ported by this fociety. They flill afford their affiftance
to Mr. KirkLAND, from whom very pleafing accounts
have been lately reccived; and there is alfo a Mr. SERr-
GEAN' that is fuccefsfully employed among the Indians at
this time. The Mbravian Brethren have, within thefe
{ixty years paft, fent miffionaries to various heathen nations,
and have difcovered a zeal for the propagation of the gofpel,
which ought to provoke in 2ll other denominations of chrifti-
ans a godly emulation. Their fuccefs has been remarkable
among the Greenlanders, and in the Danifp Wefl India
dflands.  They alfo have fent miflionaries among the Ame-
rican Indiansy and the Efguimaus on the coaft of Labra-
dory who have been hopefully owned for the converfion of

*® See Dr. CorToN MATHER's Magnalia Chrifti .Americana,
Book VIL p, 56,

£l fouls;
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fouls; and have attempted to preach the gofpel to the
Tartarsy, and to the Hottentots, to which laft people they
are about to renew their miffion again, We are informed
that in the year 1788 they had in their focieties nearly
15,000 converted heathen, The Weflean Methodifis have,
within thefe few years, attempted a miffion to the Carribbs,
who are natives of the 77/ India iflands, and have labour-
ed with fuccefs among the Negro flaves in thofe iflands.—
The labours of brother GEorGE LiELE, the Baptift
Negro, in Famaica, have been greatly blefled among his
fellow Africans, both bond and free, The fuccefs of our
worthy brethren, who have thus hazarded their lives for
the fake of the Lord Jefus, may ferve at once as a reproof tg
* our indolence, and as a fpur to our a&tivity. Who that rea-
lizes the value of one immortal foul, but muft be ftimulated

by thefe brilliant fuccefles to aflift in extending the king-
dom of God?

To fuch an effort, arguments of the moft powerful na-
ture muft impel every believer in divine revelation, and
well-wifher to mankind : for various as the different opini-
ons of chriftians may be, with refpect to particular parts of
the gofpel fcheme, all will agree in this, That the facred
fcriptures affure us of the univerfal conquefts of the Re-
deemer, that ¢ his dominion fhall extend from fea to fea,
< gyen to the ends of the earth:” that ¢ the kingdoms of
< this world fhall become the kingdoms of our Lord and of
¢ his Chrift;” and that * the ifles fhall wait for his law.”

Will not God, who feeth the heart, be well pleafed with
every fincere and earneft effort to promote his blefled caufe
Without the divine blefing we readily believe nothing to
purpofe can be effeted. Butis this an excufe for inadtivity
and floth? Are we not encouraged by innumerable pro-
mifes and prophecies of thedivine word ; and. by an evident

blefling
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plefling crowning the Jabours of our brethren and predecef-
fors ?—Let then every chriftian who loves the gofpt?i, an-d
to whom the fouls of men are dear, come forward in this
noble caufe. If God hath given us of this world’s _goods,
¢o what more valuable purpofe can we apply a portion of
our {ubftance than in endeavouring to fend t? our poor 1:)re.th-
ren the bread of life, of which they ftand in fuch perifhing
need? Let every one that is free-hearted offer unto the
Lord. For the filver and gold, as well as our fouls which
he bought with his blood, are not our own, but his. And
whether we can or cannot thus honour him with our fub-
ftance, let us attend the generous donations of thofe that
are able to contribute to the fupport of his caufe, with our
‘moft fervent prayers. Many chriftian focieties have, for
fome years back, united in extraordinary prayer for the en-
largement of the Redeemer’s kingdom : And may net this
be confidered as a certain harbinger of fuccefs? Let us
perfift, and we fhall prevail. Pray ye for the peace and
increafe of the church, they j/ball profper that love her. Ye
that mention the name of the Lord keep not filence your-
felves, nor let him reft in filence, until he eftablifh and
yntil he render Jerufalem a praife in the earth,

e E——

Brother Tuomas baving been requefted to give a Nar-
rative of bimfelf, and bis labours in IND1A, be

wrote the following, which appeared in Rippon’s
Baptift Regifter, No. V.

MY father is deacon of a Baptift Church

at Fairford, in' Glouceflerfbire.  He trained me up in
the nurture and admonition of the Lord; but I proved
for 2 long time a hopelefs child. Very fharp conviftions
_were often felt and repeatedly ftifled, till it pleafed God to
meke my fins a heavy burden to me, in the year 1781.
T had
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1 had lately married, and my nights and days were dreadful
both to me and my wife; but in the month of Auguft
that year, attending on the Rev. Dri'S » who preached
from John, vi. 27, Labour not for the meat which peri/beth,
but for that meat which endureth to cverlafling life, which
the Son.of Man fball give unto you; 1heard with new ears;
the difcourfe feemed all for me, and afforded me fome reft
till the following week, when meditating on the fcriptures
T had heard, and on the Gofpel by Matthew, I beheld a new
objedt, in a new light, even Chrift crucificd, which has
been followed, I truft, with newnefs of life. Then'l
could feelingly fay with Dr. Watts,

¢ "Tis heaven to reft in thine embrace,
¢ And no where elfe but there,”

I blufh to think how unworthily I have carried it ever fince
to this day; but upon the whole I truft that God is my
portion, and my happinefs. At the time mentioned, I was
fettled in Great Newport-fireet, in the practice of furgery
and midwifery: Butfinding the world more ready to receive
credit than give it, I was obliged to fell all, and wait in
lodgings, till an offer was made me of, going to fea: and
in the year 1783, I failed in capacity of Surgeon of the
Oxford Indiaman to Bengal. On my arrival at Calcutta,
I fought for religious people, but found none. At laft,
how was I rejoiced to hear that a very religious man was
coming to dine with me, at a houfe in Galcuita; a man who
would not omit his clofet hours, of a2 morning or evening,
at fea or on land, for all the world. I concealed my impa-
tience as well as I could, till the joyful moment came ; and
a moment it was; for I foon heard him take the Lord’s
name in vain, and it was like a cold dagger, with which I
received repeated ftabs, in the courfe of half an hour’s con-
verfation: and he was ready to kick me when I {poke of
fome things commonly believed by other hypocrites, cons
: cerning
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gerning our Lord Jefus Chrift; and, with fury, put an end
to our converfation, by faying, I was a mad enthuﬁaﬁ to
fuppofe that Jefus Chrit had any thing to do in the creation
of the world, who was born only feventeen hundred years
ago.——When I returned, he went home in the fame fhip,
and I found him a ftrict obferver of devotional hours, but
an enemy to all religion, and horridly loofe, vain, and in-
temperate, in his life and converfation.

After this I advertifed for a Chriftian; and that I may
not be mifunderftood, I fhall fubjoin a copy of the
advertifement, from the India Gazette of November 1ft,
1783, which lies now before me, and the anfwers I received,
giving only the fignature of one of them, inftead of the
name at length.

'RELIGIOUS SOCIETY.

A plan is now forming for the more effeGtually fpread-
ing the knowledge of Jefus Chrift, and his glorious Gofpel,
in and about Bengal: any ferious perfons of any denomi-
nation, rich or poor, high or low, who would heartily ap-

~ prove of, join in, or gladly forward fuch an undertaking,
are hereby invited to give 2 fmall teftimony of their incli-
nation, that they may enjoy the fatisfaction of forming 2
communion, the moft ufeful; the moft comfortable, and the
moft exalted, in the world. Dire& for A. B. C. to be left
with the Editor.

The two following anfwers were received the next day:

If A B, C. will open 2 fubfcription for a tranflation of
the New Teftament into the Perfian and Moorifh languages
(under the dire&ion of proper perfons), he will meet with
every aififtance he can defire, and a competent number of
fubferibers to defray the expence,

ANOTHER,
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ANOTHER.

The Rev. Mr. , having read the advertifement
of A. B. C. in this day’s paper, takes the earlieft opportu-
nity of exprefling his fatisfaction, at a propofal for the more
effeétually propagating, and making known the truths of
the Chriftian religion, in this country of fuperftition, idola-
try, and irreligion: and for fetting forth the excellence of
that holy inftitution, fo replete with the means of render-
ing mankind happy, bgth here and hereafter ; moft cordi-
ally offers his fervices for promoting and encouraging fo
laudable an undertaking, and will think himfelf happy, if he
can be at all inftrumental in bringing it to any degree of
fuccefs.

Mr. , from the above reafons therefore, wifhes
an opportunity of conferring with the advertifer on the
occafion,

I have never yet found out who was the author of the
* anonymous note; and as to Mr. , he was chaplain
to the Prefidency, and I was afraid to anfwer him left 1
fhould be fcouted; for I had heard him preach, and the
fermon as well as the text was, The unknown God, ‘This
well-worded note of his was intended, I fuppofe, merely to
find me out; and I have certain reafons to believe that the
advertifement gave him offence. ~ The following year being
at a houfe in London, where the Rev. Mr. N had
juft called, I heard that a Gofpel Minifter was going out to
Bengal, and that Mr. N had reafon to think there
were religious firrings in that country, as he had read a
certain advertifement in 4 newfpaper of fuch an import;
which advertifement was, indeed, what you have now read.

Juft as I was returning the firft time, I found out Mr.
— W , who kept an Europe fhop in Caleutta, and
: appeared
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appeared to be 2 truly pious man: I learned by him there
was a Mr. G———anda Mr. C up the country *,
and one or two more, who were religious people. Mr.
W———— returned to England witha confiderable fortuhe,
I came back alfo, and was baptized in London in 1785, and
began to exhort in private focieties, and to preach in diffe-
rent places in town and country. On confulting the Rev.
M. ,-he advifed me to go another voyage, which 1
accordingly did; and failed the fecond time to Bengal in
1786, with the fame captain and officers, and in the fame
fhip as before. That very feafon the Rev. Mr. Brown,
who now preaches in Calcutta, went over and took charge
of the Orphan School, where all the illegitimate children of
Europeans, by the fative women, are educated and pro-
vided for. On my arrival there I found a Mr. U—,
and a Mr. C- , and two or three more, who were
conneéted with Mr. G ’s family, all ferious people, and
we ufed to go together to hear Mr. Brown, on the Lord’s
Day, who preached to the children under his charge: and
after a little while we had a prayer meeting, and fometimes
a word of exhortation was given. Mr. G removed
from Malda to Calcutta: on his coming to us we were
increafed and ftrengthened, and I preached at his houfe
every Lord’s Day evening. Onc'day, as Mr. W—— and
I were walking out, he gave me to underftand that Mr.
G withed me to flay in the country, learn the lan-
guage, and preach the Gofpel to the Hindos: but I was
averfe to the climate, dreaded a longer feparation from my
family, and had no particular bent of mind to the work :
having alfo the charge of a fhip’s company as their furgeon,
without any probability of the Captain’s giving me leave to
ftay, or of another furgeon being found to fupply my place,
I could not accede to the propofal ;3 yet it would often re-

* At MaLpa, about 250 miles from CALCUTTA.

D turn
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turn to my mind, and after a few weeks I became greatly
concerned at heart for the condition of thefe perithing mul-
titudes of Pagans, in utter darkmefs; and was inflamed
with fervent defires to go and declare the glory of Chrift
among them. Woaters enough have rifen fince to damp,
but will never utterly extinguifh what was lighted up at
that time, After much prayer and many tears, I gave my-
felf up to this work, and the Lord removed difficulties out
of: the way, confirming the miffion, and comforting me, by
adding two feals (both Europeans) to my firft labours, who
continue my hope and joy, and I truft will be my crown at
the day of Chrift’s appearing. I muft here pafs over many
griefs and forrows, offences and miftakes, and proceed to
give you fome information concerning the Hindoos, their
behaviour and their eountry, with any other interefting
particulars that may occur while I write.

There are four Shaflers, or laws, among the Hindoos,
which they call the Vedas; thefe they hold in the higheft
efteem, and fay it is unlawful for any man to read or hear
them read, except he is a Bramin, The Vedas are faid
to have been written many miilions of years ago, which,
however, is eafily difproved by other books and writings in
ufe among themfelves. Thefe Vedas are written in
Sanferit, which may be called the Latin of the Eaft, and
they are the fountain of all their books of theology, as the
Koran among the Moors,and the Bible among us. There
are eighteen facred books called Prorans, which are all
commentaries on the Vedas: and it is the cuftom of all
the Bramins, to learn a great part of thefe by heart, and
they are very apt and clever in quoting portions of them
in converfation : this they find the more eafy to them, as
all their books are written in verfe. I think itis impofiible’
to convey to any perfon who never was in that country,
an adequate idea of that profound reverence in which they

hold
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hold their facred books. But what is wonderful, they hear
¢he divine authority of thefe books queftioned with pati-
ence and moderation, at all times, and in all places. Some
of thefs books hold up for their veneration characters which
are very profligate, and contain ftrange doctrines, evidently
of an infernal origin, which have a dreadful effect on their
minds and manners, They abound, moreover, with fuch
contraditions (though on the other hand with very good
moral precepts), that I am fure it is no difficult thing te
convince the more intelligent perfons amongft them, that
they are not of divine authority: and I am perfuaded, there
are fome to be found among them, who think there is no
revelation from God yet, becaufe they fee in all thefe books,
fome things incompatible with their notion of God. "T'hat
there is one great God, Omnipotent, Omniprefent, and
Omnifcient ; that he is to be worfhipped and ferved ; that
the foul is immortal; that we all have finned; and that
fome Atonement is neceflary; are truths commonly be-
lieved among them all; and add to thefe things, the divine
predi@tions we have of the latter day, with the encourage-
ments of Jehovah, to declare his glory among the Heathen;
and [ think, without any thing more, one might find reafon
enough to go and preach to them. But I can truly fay,
wherever I have been converfing or preaching among them,
I have invariably found them willing to hear, and that they
always behave with great decency and refpe@. I truft alfo
that the door of faith is opened to the Hindsos, by the con-
verfion of two or more Hindsos,and by many other ftriking
eftects, which, though fhort of real converfion, may, in the
Lord’s own time, prove a great blefling to many, Some
littie account of Bofboo, the Munfhee, one of thefe con-
verts, in a letter from him and 2 Bramin, will accom-
pany thefe papers. He is about 35 years of age, and a
perfon of more than ordinary capacity, and has been well’
educated in the Perfian language; he was recommend-
D2 o ed
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ed to me by Mr. W, C , who is a great Perfian f{che-

lar 3 and I have employed him in the office of my Munthee,

or tcacher, all the time [ have been in Bengal. 1t was he
that compofed the Bengal Hymn which I annex *, and many
other fonnets of his own -accord, without any affiftance
from me or any other; and it was he who chiefly laboured

with me, in the tranflation of Matthew, Mark, James, &c.

and he often difputes with and confounds the Bramins,

both learned and unlearned, though he is not a Bramin

himfelf, but of the writer Ca/ +; and this is not in a fma!l

degree extraordinary, for the Bramins think it a very

great condefcenfion to hold an argument with any perfon

whofe Caf? is inferior to that of a Bramin. This man
has a conﬁderablc degree of knowchge and gifts, and 1
hope they will one day Bine forth to the good of many. I
thould have bapnzeé him, but his relations refufed to give.
him his Wlfe and children. He will accomphfh his w:fhes

I hope, before I return, and then his family will be num-

bered with the ftated hearers, and he himfelf be baptized
with the Bramin Parbotee, of whom I fhall give you a
fhort account prefently. ‘The greateft difficulty in fpread-

ing of the Gofpel in Bengal, arifes from the Caf? : for all

who are baptized, and partake of bread and wine with us,
will lofe caft 5 and whena man has loft caﬂ': his moft inti-

mate friends and neareft re]a:mns will forfake him for ever,

He cannot pofiibly be reftored again by any means 3 -and the

meaneft Hindoo, from that time, refufes to eat, drmk or con-

verfe with him; he becomes an outcaft and a vagabond in

their eyes, in the moft it fenfe. But when the way is

once opened, the difficulty will gradually diminifh, and, if
they walk as becometh the gofpel, they will become a caft

of themfelves, and that an hcnourable one too.

* This Hymn, with a memcal verﬁon, w:ll be faund at the end of
this number, P
+ Qrder or tribes !

e I might
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I might here give you 2n entertaining account of many
w.hd have left off their idolatry, flower-offerings, and vain
fuperftitions, and are in the habit of readir.lg the Bible * a:s
ti:g Word of God, and the only book that difcovers, to their
fatisfation, the way of falvation: butI am already fpin-
ning out my paper toa greater length than I intended, and
v,;h'a,t;[ have to fay of Parbatee will take up a confiderable
portion of your time. I will by the bye, juft mentiona few
things of Mashur Chund, another Bramin, of whom I once
hoped well, whofe heart failed him, atlaft: but I cannot fay,
eyen now, that T have given up all hopes of him—far from
ST cinan is a Braminiof fome repute, and has a vaft
number of difciples, who proftrate themfelves at his feet
wherever they meet him. He lives at Boolabant, about fix
miles from Malda. He came to hear me in the crowd, and
v;lfas eafily to be diftinguithed from the reft, by his fixed at-
tention and regular attendance. One day, after I had been
difcourfing about prayer, he very gravely afked me, « Sir,
* when a man prays to God, how many days is it before he
“ gets an anfwer ?”—I then repeated the account of the
woman of Canaan, and other different cafes: he continued
to attend, converfe, and write, on the things of the Gofpel,
and feemed at length convinced that he was a great finner
before God ; that there was no refuge for him among all
their thafters ; and that the gofpel alone was of God, difco-
vering the way of falvation. This man continually came to
fee me, and was reckoned by his people a convert to Chirif-
tianity, for he difufed the worfhip and ceremony of the Hin-
doos, to his own temporal lofs ; and forbad that homage
which had long been fup'erﬁitiouﬂy paid him from the peo-
ple. He oiten talked publicly with great perfuafion, to

* They have Matthew, Mark, James, fome part of Genefis and the
?falms, with ditferent parts of the prophecies, in Bengalee manufecript :
'thrt.:e or four of them have ali the above, and fome only a fingle part,
Whlf:h they lend to one another angd COPYe

other
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other Bramins, in favour of the Bible. O the 28th of
June, 1790, he had been to pay me a vifit, and returning to
his own home, he found there Parbotee, 2 Bramin, who
called to fee him. -

Parbatee was a man of titley and of a more high and ho-
nourable rank than this man. He was alfo a very ftrict ob-
ferver of the Hindoo laws and cuftoms, daily rifing early in
the morning, and repairing to the diftant jungles * to gather
curious flowers, fuperftitioufly valued amongft them ; and
thefe he offered, with abundant forms, in the river Aaba-
nuddee, which was near ; and repaired, at particular feafons, to
their more facred river the Ganges, which they fay cleanfes
from fin.—There was not his equal in all the neighbour- -
hood, for zeal and accuracy; a thorough devotee. This
man, having heard of our new Shafter, the Bible, was not 2
little difpleafed : and when he underftood that the other
Bramin who came in, had been to fee me, he required of
him to go and wafh his clothes, for he muft be defiled, and

_ would defile, for he had been in the company of an Englifh-

man: and it is the common cuftom of all religious orders
among them, to go out of the company of an Englifhman
or Mahometan, into the river, and immerfe their bodics,
with their clothes on. I have often obferved the Bramins,
and Pundits +, do fo, after holding any converfation with
me, Toinduce this man to go and wafh his clothes, Par-
botee urged that [ was of the Maleetch, viz. unclean, if not -
filthy. - He replied, that filthy men did filthy deeds; where-
as he could never fay fo of this Englithman—and he would
not go and wafh hisclothes. The other continued to infift
upon'it, and finding his injunétion was not honoured, he pro-
ceeded to do a thing which will appear trivial to you, but is
a very formidable a&ion among them.

* Woods, + Viz. Learned Doétors.
It
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It is the cuftom of the country to {moke very much ; and
their tobacco is made up into 2 pafte, with fpices, &c. this
pafte they place on one fide of a co.pper--piate, and coals of .
fire on the other fide; the tobaeco being lighted, they then put
iton the upper extremity of a tube, and the lower. ctxtremi-
ty runs down into a thell, or other ve‘ﬁ'e!,. containing cold
' water, and fometimes rofe water, which is very common
there. The finoke is agreeably drawn through the cooling
water by means of another flexible tube, which is the pipe,
and. is generally about twelve feet long :—Now, when
Bramins, or others of equal caft, meet together, itis acon-
ftant mark of friendfhip and good underftanding for the
‘man of the houfe to offer this Hookah to his vifitor, and it
is paffed on from one to‘the other. But when the Bramin
in queftion gave the Hookah to Parbotce, be emptied the
aater out of it : this is the a&ion that will appear little to
‘you, but which is a kind of formal difgrace among them,
_ and proves a forerunner to that which is worfe than death,
viz. lofing caff. Such a proceeding before witnefles, could
not efeape particular notice, nor fail of drawing the atten-
tion of many, to the great dithonour of Adobun Chund : So
e left the company, and went and poured out his complaint
to God in prayer. The day was far gone, he returned no
more to his company, but retired with his family to reft.—
“About two in the morning he was called up by Parbotec,
with vehement cries; and on opening the door, found him
in great agitation, and, to his inexpreffible furprife, Parbstee
defired to hear the Gofpel, and that the Bramin Chund
would go and pray for him: he replied as well as he could,
and took _h_im to the houfe of Bofhso the Munfhee, where
they fpent their time till day-light, in reading, praying, and
finging, But matters were not yet explained : they ob-
ferved he did not go to his ufual ceremonies, but returned
to Munthee’s houfe in great trouble of mind, about noon,
making his former requefts, and, on their repeated enquiry,
he
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he related to them a very remarkable dream, in which 1 have
no doubt at all but he received divine admonition and in-
ftruétion. The effe@s ‘of it were vifible on his body and
mind for feveral days. I found it very difficult to adminifter
any confolation to him, and was afraid the confequences
might be foon fatal; but ke continued daily to hear the
Gofpel, and began to join the reft in finging and praying ; .
and confefled to all his former folly, and profefled to believe
that the Bible was the only word of God, and Jefus Chrift
the only Saviour. When I left Bengal, he had continued
to walk in an orderly becoming manner, and gave me and
others great fatisfaCtion. T cannot pafs by one remark in
my diary; though it is rather long, I fhall here give you a
copy of it verbatim. You muft know we * were all on
the river, going a journey of 230 miles; and we had a
prayer meeting on fetting out.  Mohun Chund, and Ram
Bofboo, the Munfhee, having made their interceffions, I
called upon Parbotee, whom I had never before heard; and
though the Munthee’s prayer was more judicious and
orderly, yet that of ' Parbotee, both in manner and matter,
was at that time inexpreflibly fweet and awful to my (pirit.

Extract of my Diary of duguft 19, 1790.
¢ Endeavour to recolle@ a little of Parbotee’s unequalled
& prayer.
Expreffions in PARBOTEE’s Prayer.

I performed the rights of the Ganges ; I called this
% good—1 worfhipped wood and ftone ; I called this good—
¢ I heard the thafters of men, that arcall falfe and vain 3 I
“ called this good—Lord, I am a moft wretched creature
“ to this day: I know nothing—nothing. - I have fpent all
“ my days in wickednefs, and have not obtained the leaft

* Munfhee, Parbotee, Mohun Chund, and myfelf.
 know-
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& knowledge of God. O put far from me thefe evil things!
« O make them depart far from me. 1 have hearkened
t now to thy word. I will hear them no more—I will not
& the leaft regard the idols of wood and ftone any more !—
% Vanity : lies. Lord, I will hear nomore at all thefe {haf-
& ters of the Hindoos; they are all falfe and vain. Wretch-
t ed finner! Save me! O fave—fave, fave me. Give—
% give—O give—Give, O Lord ! Give me to know—
e Hell! what ?—Heaven ! what?—Without the blood of
« Chrift I fhall never be faved. Without the flefh of Chrift
@ [ fhall never live *.—Lord, what is the meaning of this ?
%[ know not what it is—how can I get the blood of
¢ Chrift 7—O teach me, I will do any thing thou fay’ft—
& Caft! what?—Home! what ?—Friends! what ? —Life!
¢ what?—What is any thing? all is nothing but thee.—
¢ ] want no money +, I want nothing but thee. O what a
¢ wretched finner am I! O tell me thy way! O tell me
“by Munjbees tell me by the Sahaibf. We are going to
& Calcutta—Many, many, wicked things are there, O keep
¢ us all while we ftay there.

€ Q that I had but love! O that I had but faith l—
O that I had forgivenefs ! O that I had but thofe things
‘¢ which thy people have. Like them—O give me like
€ them, like them. O Lord, how many evil things are in
““my mind every day! Iama wicked blafphemous wretch ! -
%1 have thame in me—Wicked fhame before the people,
¢ and wicked fear of men!—Far, O far away from me,
 put far away my fins. Forgive me; and teach me what

*® e had heard read John, vi, 53.

T Referring, perhaps, to fome cruel charges, that they followed the
Gofpel for money: but the truth is, they made no gain by it, of a tem-
poral kind 5 they (uffered Loss,

1 Samaie,i.c. Sir.  He meant Mr, TroMmas,

E « T {hall
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@ | fhatl do. I will do any thing. O that 1 did but know"
« what to do: O give---give---give—Lord what fhall,
“ what can I do?”

¢ Here he burft into a flood of tears, with now and then
¢ fuch fervent cries, as I never before heard: he continued
¢in prayer about half an hour. I read and explained the
¢ faithful promifes of God to fupply the poor and needy,
¢and to fatisfy the thirfty foul with living waters; fpoke
¢ of the mind, and the inner man, delighting in God mani-
¢ fefted in the fleth, and crucified for fin; that this was
¢ eating the flefh and drinking the blood of Chrift. After
¢ concluding, he returned to his boat, and, as the Munthee
¢ tells me, wept there over his own finfulnefs, a long time.”
Thus far my diary.

Confidering that this took place almoft two months
after the dream, and obferving the deep concern of mind
which is but imperfectly exprefled in this written account 5
you will agree with me, that it is a very extraordinary affair;
and the lofs and {hame among men with which it has been
ever fince followed, put it beyond all doubt, with me, that
it has pleafed God to awaken this man. He continues, a
living witnefs to thoufands, of the vanity of paganifin, and
the reality of the chriftian religion. The Bramins and re-
lations of thefe people, who find their interefts thaken, have
raifed reports, ftirred up enemies, and brought accufations
againft them evidently falfe; but they behave on thefe trying
occafions, like men; like chriftians who have their truft
and hope in God; and they are to be baptized onr my return
to that country, and fo /e caf? for ever, in which many will
join them, and fo become at leaft ftated hearers of the Gofpel.
A man of Parbotes’s high authority among them being on
our fide, if he could only fay he thought that the Bible might
ke true, and of divine autherity, would be a very great blef~
fing to any Miflionary whoft heart fhould be flirred up to go

and
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But 1 blefs God, and reflett on it
that there are thoufands of Hindoos,
Bramins, and others, who are ready to own as much, and
more than this; and if thefe were dead, I thould go over
to them, with all joy and confidence of hope, affuredly ga-
thering, from thefe tokens, and many others, that the Lord
hath called me to preach unto them the unfearchable riches
of Ghrifi: and I hope and pray, he will yet enable and call
others more fit for, and worthy of, this delightful work than
myfelf. There are feveral Bramins who have the book of
Matthew in their hands, who read it in their families, and
among their friends, whom I have never feen; and there are
feveral with whom I have converfed, that have read the
feriptures to fome good effet, though not really converted to
Chrift. Thefe would all rejoice to fee more witnefles of the
truth, as it is in Jefus, among them. The two converts I
haye mentioned to you exprefled a defire of fending a mef-
fage to the Rev. Mr. with whom they knew I corref-
ponded; to this I replied, they had better write it down ;
they did fo, and I have tranflated it,-and a copy of their let-
ter you will fee at the clofe of thefe papers*,

and preach to ther.
with great comfort,

In addition to what may be gathered from the above, of
t‘heif religion and manners, I fhall mention a few things,
which fhew that the neceflity of fome atonement for finy is
one of their prevailing ideas. I believe that human’ facri-
fices are very rare, ‘if not entirely anknown among them :
‘fllthough a_bout four years fince there was an account of one
If'tl.thc India pa.pcrs; but there are doubts of the authority
b:;g]:::r;;; it came, Sacri'ﬁces are made, however, of
i s Kids,and lambs, which are to be publicly feen at

ir ftated feafons, Theyhave alfoa cuftom of ufing feve-
7al voluntary tortures, which every perfon, who has refided

* See page 32.
F ;2 ‘_i'n
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in the country for a year or two, muft be more or lefs acs
quainted with, T {hall defcribe two or three of them:

. That of fwinging. The perfon who makes this atone-
ment has two iron [fle/b-hoots pafled through the integu-
ments, on each fide the back-bone; and being fufpended by
ropes attached to thefe hooks, he is drawn up above 40 feet
in the air, and there twirled round for a confiderable time;
all which he bears without any expreflion of pain or impa-
tience. Whatever he throws down of fruit, or the like, is
caught up with great avidity, and counted facred. Some-
times the (kin has given way, and the perfon has been dathed
to picces: fo now, in all that I have feen, cloth has been
pafled round the middle, for the hooks to hold by with the
fkin. The ceremony may be feen in almoft every town
once a-year.

Another torture is after this manner: The man pajfes
Bbreadsthrough cach of his fides, in fix places and the threads
being thirty yards long, and fixed at each end, he dances

“backward and forward as in a rope walk.

A third is running a fpit of four feet long all through the
tongue, and drawing it backwards and forwards, Befides
which, I might mention fitting in one pofition for years, ex-
pofed to fires in hot weather, and cold dews in cold wea-
ther. Many other things of a 11!&;"nature are common
among them,

I fhall conclude with an inftance I have heard from fome
of our religious brethren at Calutta. Mr. Swartz, or one
of the Malabarian miflionaries, related it to them.

A certain man, on the Malabar coaft, had enquired of
various devotees and priefts, how he might make atone-
ment for his fin; and at laft he was direed to drive iron

fpikes,
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fpikes; fufficiently blunted, through his fandals; and' on
thefe {pikes he was to place his naked fect', and walk (if I
miftake not) 250 cofs, that is about 480 miles. If through
lofs of blood, or weaknefs of body, he was obliged to halt,
he might wait for healing and ftrength, He undertook the
3ourney, and while he halted under a large fhady tr.ee, whc?rc
the Gofpel was fometimes preached, one of the miffionaries
came, and preached in his hearing, from thefe words, The
blgod of Fefus Chrift cleanfeth from all fin. While he was
preaching, the man rofe up, threw off his torturing fandals,
and cried out aloud, This is what I want; and he became a
lively witnefs, that the blood of Jefus Chrift does cleanfe
from all fins indeed,

It may appear a very formidable undertaking to go and
preach among thefe poor deftitute perithing fouls. Perhaps
the heat of the climate, and the barbarous manners of hea-
thens in general, may operate in part, as a difcouragement
to fome, who would otherwife cordially engage in this fer-
vice; but where God makes willing, obftacles will compara-
tively difappear. Qne part of the year the weather is cold
£nough : at night we can bear two or three blankets, and
fhould be unable to fleep for cold without them. In the
day we ufe warm clothes and fires, efpecially in the upper
parts of Bengal, which lies in latitude 26° N. The
country abounds with provifions at a cheap rate; fo that
5houfands of the natives maintain themfelves and families,
pay rent and cuftoms, out of an income not exceeding 10s,

ferling per month,

Near Malda, at which place I refided, the prices of pro=

vifions in common were as follow; but at Galeusta they
#f¢ much dearer :

30 Fowls



5 d. 8 d

30 Fowls - - 2 6 I A Sheep - - 2 6

16 Ducks - - 2 6|]AKd - - o 8

AHog.- - 2 6[A Lamb - - o 8
ADeer - - 2 6 l

Pine apples, mangoes, plantains, limes, melons, peaches,
vegetables, and fith, very plenty and cheap ; and other things
in proportion. But if an European muft have a great houfe,
2 palanquin, a number of fervants, and eat and drink the
unwholfome food brought from Europe ; ‘as hams, tongues,
claret, porter, &c. Bengal may proye both an expenfive
and unhealthy place to him ; otherwife the country may be
enjoyed, and feveral fervants kept at a fmall expence.—

- Some fervants are neceflary there, which would be quite

fuperfluous here ; fuch as a perfon to carry a chatta, or kind
of umbrella; a cook, a watherman, and perhaps more: the
moft expenfive of thefe is the cook, and his whole wages
will amount to no more than 15s. per month at fartheft, and

. he find himfelf. Houfe-rent is the moft expenfive article;

for the lawful intereft of money in that country is 12 per
cent. and the Company allows eight. But for my part,I have
lived in 2 boat for fix months together, as comfortably as
any prince in Europe; and for 16 or 18s. a miffionary may
build an excellent houfe, with mud walls and ftraw cover-
ing. Ihave done this alfo, and lived more comfortably than
I do now in England: fo that the difficulties attending a
Gofpel miflion are not infuperable ; if they appear fo, it
is only at a diftance; and fhould they be ever fo great, in a
fervice of this kind, we expe&, through God, to do valiantly.

As to the learning of the language, it is a work attended
with difficulties: but when the whole time is devoted to it,
three or four months will bring a man through the greateft

of



fdgr ]

f : he will begin to converfe with the natives,
:v*;t;h;::a,t_ :nmdufement andg pleafure to himfelf, and Prc?ﬁt to
them. And as to the barbarity of thefe people, it is not
with them as it is with other Pagans, of Wh?l‘l:l wc‘have read
and heard : for the Hindoos are certainly dlf’c-lngmﬂ]ed from
all people on the face of the earth, .for their harmlefs a.nd
inoffenfive behaviour; and the province of Bengal, and its
inhabitants, are proverbially diftinguifhed from all otheﬂr
parts of India, for their gentlenefs of manners, and harmleis
behaviour to their enemies as well as their friends. I have
known among them men of confiderable power and au.tho_
rity, who were highly offended with me, becaufe they ima-
gined my work affeted their interefts (Acts XX 25): bl{t I
lived within a mile of them, in a lonely houfe, with my win-
dows and doors wide open all night, without {word or fire-
arms, and free from the fmalleft apprehenfion of danger. —
However, this could not be prudently done in the neigh-
bourhood of Calcutta.

In the year 1787 I began to learn to fpeak and write
~ the Bengalee. Till the month of June or July of this year,
I was engaged at Calcutta,and preached to a few Europeans
there. In 1788 I could converfz frecly with them, efpecially
with thofe I was well acquainted with. In 1789 I began
to find that my pronunciation was generally very defe&ive,
and confequently my preaching, for the moft part, could not
- be underftood: I had alfo begun to tranflate. [ remained
there the fecchd time, from the middle of 1786, till the end
of 1791 ; but had no thoughts of ftaying there till about the
beginning of 1787, nor did I fit down to the work till
about the middle of that year: fo all the time fpent a-
mong them was five years and a half ; but moft of this time
I have preached twice every Lord’s Day to a congregation
of Europeans in the country. Confidering this, and the
difficulties that muft neceffari] y occu

: r to the firlt adventurer,
(for they have no diGtionary,

vocabulary, nor printed books

tn
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to affift one, as in European countries); I fay, conﬁdcrfng
thefe things, the time may be reckoned but two or three
years; and I doubt not but a perfon of a moderate capacity
may attain, in that time, as much knowledge of the lan-
guageas I have; and I can now exprefs myfelf in prayer,
preaching, and converfation, comfortably to myfelf, and fo as
to be underftood by others.

JOHN THOMAS.

Letter from Hindoo Chriftians to the Rev. My, e,

GRrEAT SIR, Dated 7t month Mang, 1198.

WE finful Heathens for a long time have ufed worfhip
and ceremonies, according to our own paganith fhafters and
cuftoms, and we have been accuftomed to think, that diffe-
rent kinds of people have different kinds of fhafters*, would
be faved by the works thereof. The deeds of the fhafters
of this our country you will be acquainted with by converf
ing with Mr. Thomas.

O great Sir, though we thought that many nations had
many kinds of thafters, yet in the country of the Englith we
thought there was no fhafter at all ; for, concerning fin
and holinefs, thofe that are here have no judgment at all.

- We have even thought that they were not men, but 2 kind
of other creatures like devourers. Within thefe fix years,
it is our mercy and praife that Mr. Ysbn Thomas came into
this country.  Such a kind of ootum + perfon we have nei-
ther feen, heard, or known of, at any time, On his com-

* Holy laws.
t Qotum,orbeftkind. They fay there are three forts of men in
the world—the ootum, muddheum, and oddhum ; thatis, the beft,

middling, and worft kind,
ing
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