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KOLKATA: Winter, the season of yellow leaves 
and naked trees, has for long added colour to the 
Bengali's palette and palate. But for a culture that 
thrives on good food and printed words, the link 
between the two is obvious to few - William Carey 
(1761-1834). As part of Carey's 250th birth 
anniversary celebrations, the Agri-Horticultural 
Society of India has dedicated its annual flower 
show on February 9-12 to the baptist from 
Northamptonshire, who became a pioneer of 
poriborton in Bengal.

Incidentally, the Society was founded by Carey in 
1820, and the annual flower show, still the largest 
in India, was started by him in 1828.

"The Society served as the de facto ministry of agriculture up to 1900. India owes a great deal to 
Carey as he pioneered the import of winter vegetables like cauliflower, cabbage, tomato and beet 
that were otherwise impossible to grow in Indian climate. From acclimatizing these crops to 
standardizing the cultivation techniques, Carey's role is unforgettable despite the current 
progress in biotechnology," says Sujit Chakravorti, former AHSI president and now in charge of 
its events. "Apart from vegetables, he also improved the quality of cotton and sugarcane, among 
other crops. The idea was not to boost production for commercial gain, but to improve the 
quality of life of the poor," says Nirupam Sen, AHSI secretary.
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Carey's contribution went beyond the tilling fields. The leading force of the legendary Serampore 
Trio gave the biggest boost to Bengal's printing industry, introduced the idea of savings banks 
and lending libraries, campaigned successfully against the evil of 'sati' and was a major force 
behind the rise of the Bengali prose. Digdarshan and Samachar Darpan, the earliest vernacular 
periodicals and newspapers in India, were printed from Carey's press in Serampore, as was the 
English daily, Friend of India. He also translated the Bible in Bengali, Sanskrit, Oriya, Marathi, 
Hindi, Assamese and several other regional languages.

"The Portuguese first brought the printing press to India - in Goa in the 16th century. But it 
didn't flourish. Soon after, there was a lot of missionary activity in Travancore.

William Carey's activities started after two major events took place in 1800, when he joined the 
Fort William college and installed the Serampore Mission Press in the then Danish colony. In 
Serampore, he teamed up with Panchanan Karmakar to make Bengali wooden types. But Carey 
is best known for printing fonts and his compilation of Bengali and Sanskrit dictionaries. That 
was a fantastic achievement," says Swapan Chakravorty, director general, National Library.

In 30 years, the Serampore Mission Press printed over 200,000 copies of books in about 40 
languages. "Carey's printing of Matthew's Gospel was the first prose literature in Bengali," 
according to the US-based William Carey Heritage Foundation.

But is Carey, whom Rabindranath Tagore called 'The Father of Modern Bengal', still relevant in 
the age of round-the-year cold storage and deskjet printers? "It's easy to improvise once the 
foundation is laid," says the organization. Maybe that's why, agriculture-driven Bengal will 
always carry Carey in its heart.

<a target="_blank" href="http://netspiderads2.indiatimes.com/ads.dll/clickthrough?slotid=37831"><img 
alt="Advertisement" height="95" width="660" border="0" src="http://netspiderads2.indiatimes.com/ads.dll/
photoserv?slotid=37831"></a>

Do you like this story? Post a Comment

Follow this topic

CM rules out power tariff hike, 
forms task force

Looking for a special bond

RELATED COVERAGE

Articles
Realise the power of yoga

Power up the nap

BEST ‘adjusts’ govt’s unpaid power bills

State’s World Bank sponsored power 
proj...

Mighty men’s bid to short-circuit raid ...

Blogs
Tagore Notebook - Sotheby’s

Other fish to fry

Bong sung blue

Time to fight the cancer, not join the lynch 
mob

Why I Must Ekla Cholo Re

 
 

There are no comments on this article yet. 
Why don't you post one?
Comments are moderated and will be allowed if they are about the topic and not abusive.

 
Characters remaining (3000) 
 

MOST POPULAR

READ

COMMENTED

SHARED

VIDEOS

IN THIS SECTION | ENTIRE WEBSITE

Irritated by wailing, father kills baby girl

Bengal gains Rs 346 crore from Singhvi-Mitra spat

Another Maoist couple surrenders in Bengal

Kolkata gets the blues

» More

PARTIES IN Kolkata 

Music launch of 'Nobel Chor'

Naseeruddin Shah to stage Bernard Shaw’s play

‘Prithibi’ rocks at Hotel Samilton

Saturday night at Shimmers

A fun-filled bash at Tantra, The Park

» More

THE TIMES OF INDIA
Get a replica of your 
favourite edition of TOI and 
feel at home. 

SELECT EDITION

Adidas Set of 3 Deo's 
for Men 
 

» MORE SHOPPING

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata-/Fl...er-resurrects-Carey-legacy/articleshow/11815226.cms (2 of 3) [2/9/2012 12:25:13 PM]

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Rabindranath-Tagore
javascript:followtopicart(11815226);
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata-/CM-rules-out-power-tariff-hike-forms-task-force/articleshow/11815257.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata-/CM-rules-out-power-tariff-hike-forms-task-force/articleshow/11815257.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata-/Looking-for-a-special-bond/articleshow/11815216.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/spirituality/holistic-living/Realise-the-power-of-yoga/articleshow/9783032.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/relationships/work/Power-up-the-nap/articleshow/6626364.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/BEST-adjusts-govts-unpaid-power-bills/articleshow/11817461.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/gurgaon/States-World-Bank-sponsored-power-project-on-right-track/articleshow/11817573.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/gurgaon/States-World-Bank-sponsored-power-project-on-right-track/articleshow/11817573.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/Mighty-mens-bid-to-short/circuit-raid-on-power-stealer-fails/articleshow/11817636.cms
http://blogs.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/plumage/entry/tagore-notebook-sotheby-s
http://blogs.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/Globespotting/entry/other-fish-to-fry
http://blogs.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/jugglebandhi/entry/bong-sung-blue
http://blogs.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/right-and-wrong/entry/time-to-fight-the-cancer-not-join-the-lynch-mob
http://blogs.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/right-and-wrong/entry/time-to-fight-the-cancer-not-join-the-lynch-mob
http://blogs.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/erratica/entry/why-i-must-ekla-cholo
javascript:populatediv('/new_mostreadchnl.cms','mrctabData');
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata-/Irritated-by-wailing-father-kills-baby-girl/articleshow/11779520.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata-/Bengal-gains-Rs-346-crore-from-Singhvi-Mitra-spat/articleshow/11817233.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata-/Another-Maoist-couple-surrenders-in-Bengal/articleshow/11796094.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata-/Kolkata-gets-the-blues/articleshow/11800283.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/rssfeedmostread.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/mostread.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/parties/kolkata/Music-launch-of-Nobel-Chor/articleshow/11820379.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/parties/kolkata/Music-launch-of-Nobel-Chor/articleshow/11820379.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/parties/kolkata/Naseeruddin-Shah-to-stage-Bernard-Shaws-play/articleshow/11820258.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/parties/kolkata/Prithibi-rocks-at-Hotel-Samilton/articleshow/11775754.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/parties/kolkata/Saturday-night-at-Shimmers/articleshow/11752360.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/parties/kolkata/A-fun-filled-bash-at-Tantra-The-Park/articleshow/11752169.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/parties/kolkata/articlelist/2277586.cms
http://shopping.indiatimes.com/health-beauty/men/adidas-set-of-3-deo-s-for-men/11259/p_B743687?utm_source=TOI&utm_medium=Shoplink1&utm_campaign=AdidasDeo
http://shopping.indiatimes.com/health-beauty/men/adidas-set-of-3-deo-s-for-men/11259/p_B743687?utm_source=TOI&utm_medium=Shoplink1&utm_campaign=AdidasDeo
http://shopping.indiatimes.com/health-beauty/men/adidas-set-of-3-deo-s-for-men/11259/p_B743687?utm_source=TOI&utm_medium=Shoplink1&utm_campaign=AdidasDeo
http://shopping.indiatimes.com/health-beauty/men/adidas-set-of-3-deo-s-for-men/11259/p_B743687?utm_source=TOI&utm_medium=Shoplink1&utm_campaign=AdidasDeo
http://shopping.indiatimes.com/


Flower power resurrects Carey legacy - The Times of India

To post this comment you must log in.

Log In/Connect with: More Login Options  
or 

Fill in your details:

 
Will be displayedWill not be displayed 
 

 
Will be displayed 
 
Share this Comment:

  Post to Facebook   Post to Twitter

  

Please answer this simple math question. 
 

3 + 3 = 

THE TIMES OF INDIA 
Powered by INDIATIMES

About usAdvertise with usTerms of usePrivacy policyFeedback

RSSNewsletterTOI MobileePaperSitemapArchives

Other Times Group news sites 
Times Crest | The Economic Times 
••••••• •••••• | •••••••• •••••• 
Pune Mirror | Bangalore Mirror 
Ahmedabad Mirror | ItsMyAscent 
Education Times | Brandpotion 
Mumbai Mirror | Times Now 
Indiatimes | •••••• •••••• 
•••••••••• •••••• | Go Green 
Brand Capital

Living and entertainment 
Timescity | iDiva | Bollywood | Zoom 
Healthmeup | Luxpresso | Technoholik 
Guylife 
 
Network
itimes | Dating & Chat | Email

Hot on the Web 
Hotklix | World | Politics 
Business | Sports 
Entertainment 
Science & Tech 
New Cars

Services 
Book print ads | Online shopping | Business solutions | Book domains | Web hosting 
Business email | Free SMS | Free email | Website design | CRM | Tenders | Remit 
Cheap air tickets | Matrimonial | Ringtones | Astrology | Jobs | Property | Buy car 
Bikes in India | Deals | Free Classifieds | Send money to India

Copyright © 2012 Bennett, Coleman & Co. Ltd. All rights reserved. For reprint rights: Times Syndication Service

Kolkata 

Showers disrupt power supply
»  Read more

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata-/Fl...er-resurrects-Carey-legacy/articleshow/11815226.cms (3 of 3) [2/9/2012 12:25:13 PM]

javascript:saveMsgId('commentOnArticle','11815226');clickCapture('1','11815226','commentOnArticle');
javascript:saveMsgId('commentOnArticle','11815226');clickCapture('2','11815226','commentOnArticle');
http://www.indiatimes.com/aboutus
http://advertise.indiatimes.com/
http://www.indiatimes.com/termsandcondition
http://www.indiatimes.com/privacypolicy
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/feedback.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/rss.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/subscription.cms
http://m.timesofindia.com/
http://epaper.timesofindia.com/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/sitemap.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/archive.cms
http://www.timescrest.com/
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/
http://hindi.economictimes.indiatimes.com/
http://gujarati.economictimes.indiatimes.com/
http://www.punemirror.in/
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/
http://www.ahmedabadmirror.com/
http://www.itsmyascent.com/
http://www.myeducationtimes.com/educationTimes/index.jsp
http://brandpotion.com/
http://www.mumbaimirror.com/
http://www.timesnow.tv/
http://www.indiatimes.com/
http://navbharattimes.indiatimes.com/
http://maharashtratimes.indiatimes.com/
http://gogreenindia.co.in/
http://brandcapital.co.in/
http://www.timescity.com/
http://idiva.com/index.php?host=TOI
http://entertainment.timesofindia.com/
http://www.zoomtv.in/
http://healthmeup.com/
http://luxpresso.com/
http://technoholik.com/
http://guylife.com/
http://www.itimes.com/
http://www.itimes.com/public/groups/Liv2Luv
http://email.indiatimes.com/
http://www.hotklix.com/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/home/world
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/home/politics
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/home/business
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/home/sports
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/home/entertainment
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/home/scitech
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/zigwheels.cms
http://www.ads2book.com/
http://shopping.indiatimes.com/
http://www.business.indiatimes.com/
http://meramail.indiatimes.com/meramail/MeraDomainHome.jsp
http://hosting.indiatimes.com/
http://meramail.indiatimes.com/meramail/index.jsp
http://mocolife.com/
http://mail.indiatimes.com/
http://www.webuild.indiatimes.com/
http://www.salescrm.indiatimes.com/
http://tenders.indiatimes.com/
http://www.indiatimes.com/remit2home.cms
http://www.travel.indiatimes.com/
http://www.simplymarry.com/
http://mobile.indiatimes.com/pmswapdev_in/pmsdata.html?target=tilweb/til/ringtoneindex.html&top=1&SM_PAGENUM=1&s=0&cn=&sec=ring&cat=browseall
http://www.astrospeak.com/
http://www.timesjobs.com/
http://www.magicbricks.com/
http://www.zigwheels.com/
http://www.zigwheels.com/bikes
http://timesdeal.com/
http://www.yolist.com/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/Send-Money-to-India-the-safe-convenient-inexpensive-way/articleshow/11079712.cms
http://timescontent.com/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/articlelist/-2128830821.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/Showers-disrupt-power-supply/articleshow/11817933.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/Showers-disrupt-power-supply/articleshow/11817933.cms

	indiatimes.com
	Flower power resurrects Carey legacy - The Times of India


	MKBEEIELGHDIBLEANKCMCAICJLFMFMGOFMAH: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: 233446897
	f3: 3
	f4: 
	f5: 1
	f6: 2
	f7: 2
	f8: 0
	f9: 


	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: Your comment
	f2: Name
	f3: Email
	f4: Location
	f5: Off
	f6: Off
	f7: 
	f8: 1
	f9: 11815226
	f10: 0
	f11: 0





