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The CuristiaN RELIGION
not deftitute of Arguments

to fupport it.

12 N this Age great Liberties are
2% taken with the holy Scriptore,
% in order to leffen its Autherity,

| £ A and bring its pecliar Dotlrines
@il iy into Difefteem. The Penmen of
MECTNIREDY0 3 have been reprefented in the
maoft invidiens Light : Their Charadters hove been
ufed in a moft unjult Manner, and o Jalfe Turn
has been given to almoft every Thing they acted.
All Rules of Decency, Good-Manners, and TJul=
tice, due to the Memory of the Deceafed, have
béen violated, by Gentlemen, whole higheft Pre-
tenfions are, to Politencls, good Senfe and Fo-
noar: And iF we were to be determin’d, in our
Opinion concerning them, by what they fay of
themfilves, no doubt could poffibly arife in our
Minds, refpeéting the Jultncls of their Claim, to
the beantiful Charafters they profefs to bt ons-
maonr'd with, viz. ratienal, pelite, and ingenisns ;
but if we may be allow’d Freedom of Thought
', B anil
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2 The CurisTian Rericlon

and Enquiry on our Part, in making vfe of that |
Liberty, we ean't fail of difcovering, that they

are not the Men, they are extravagantly fond of

being accounted,

- The Author of Chrifianity not founded on Ar-
giment, dots not indeed proceed altogether in this
Methed 5 bu it is his apparent Delign, to prove’
that we are Chriftians, without being able o
affign any convincing Reafon why we are o, and’
thar Chriltianity is really defticure of Argoments
{ufficient to fupport it. How he fucceeds in this
landable Anempt, T purpofe, under the Aflilkance
of him, whofe the Scriprure is, to impartially
weigh and confider. And I promife him 2ll the
Advantage that a Searcher after Truth can de-
fire: I will not crave more in Favour of Revela-
tion than, 1 prefume, he will readily allow in
every Thing cllt, and leave him 1o determine,
why that which is thought a proper and rational
Evidence of Truth and Faét, in any Thing but
Chriftianity, mult not be fo eltecmed, where thae
is eoncerncd.

I freely grant him, that Reafon is to judze of
the Truth of Revelation, and that when rational |
Proofs are not to be produced in Favour, of any
srecended heavenly Diftovery, its no better than
Enothufiafin, to be perfuaded of its divige Ori-
ginal.  Farther, 1 allow thar Reafon is to judge
of the Terms and Expreffions, ufed in that Reve-
lation, which it hath been the Pleafure of God to
afford to Men. And furely it is jult and proper,
to interpret the Language of Scripture, agreeable
to thole Ideas, which are commonly itended to
be conveyed by it, when we ule the Words and
Expreflions of which it confilts,

Fidt,



to be fupported by Argument. 3

Firft, This Writer ftrenuoully contends thae
Ciriftian Faith canwot be rational (a), Several
Things he advances againtt i,

I We ave requived to think afi alike (b), This
he fuppoles is impoffible; buc I am of Opinion
that it is far from being fo, that, on the contrary,
it is very practicable. If we confider what is ne-
cefliry o Uniry of Sentiments amang Chriftians,
how different foever their Capaciries are, we fhall
ealily difcaver, that it mighe reafonably be hoped
for. The Scripnre contains the Sum of what
they are required to believe, and if the Word of
God, which is the only Rule of their Faith, in
its Terms and Expreffions was duly artended to,
and their sareral and obviens Interpreation, was
frecly allowed of by all, there would not be any
maserial Difference among Chriltians.

For Inftance, the holy Scripture afirms that
Guod is one, and thar he alone is to be worlhip-
pedd. The Lovd thy God is one Lovd. Thou [Pale
wenfbip the Lovd ;‘i;r Gody and bim enly fbalt thow
Jerwve, - Farther, ic as exprelily requires us to
worlhip three, Father, Son, and Spirit, in the
Commillion given to the Apoltles, to teach and
baprize (¢).  Hence it is ealy to fee, that Unity
of Seotiments, in this Dotrine, upen the Evi-
dence of Revelation, relating to it, is no dificule
Magrer: It is as eafy, asto underftand, chae in
Mumbers, one is noc three, and thae three confifk
of three times ane. It is noc diffieult to difover,
that there is but one God, and that thefi: three,
Faher, Son, and Spiric, are the one onl living
and true God,  The Scripturs doubelefs, has a
proper and determinate Senfs, ard that Senfe cer-
tainly is, what the Words and Expreflions of it

Bz pras
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% Tbe CanisTran Rericion

properly import s and therefore, when Chriftians
are required to be of ome Mind (d), no more is
defign’d, than, that it is 2 Duty common to them
all, to interprer ficted Writ, without any Force
or Violence, and to readily allow, thofe Idess to
be true, which are therein exprefi’d, If this was
done, it feems evident to me, even to a Demon-

ration, that very little Difference in Opinion
would be found among them. And fuch is the
Language of the Bible, that a Reader of ordinary
Capacity, and unfurnifhed of Leaming and Sci-
ence, may underftand it, and form a erue Judg-.
ment of its Doctripes,

I1. Mew are threarened into Confequences, fays
ke (¢). If by Threatening, he means human
Threats of Punifhment, in cafee they form not
their Judgments, agrecable o the Opinion of
others, as that is foreign to the troe Nature of
Chriftianity s 1 have no Concern with it, fhall
net defend, but condemn ir, 45 much as himfelf,
Bue if he intends the divine Expreffion of Difplea-
fure, in Cale Men difbelieve thar Do rine to be
erue, which they can’e but know, is agreeable o

the

(#) Some learned Men feem inclined to give up this
Genfe, and to wuderlfand ft of Uity in Affettion ; byt |
himbly apprehend, that fuits not the Defign of the infpired
Wilter : gpowow s indeed a Word of Signification, apd
fometiees denotes the A#l of che ill, and Affeftions, huoe
then it i1 alfo pue for the A% of the Uncertanding or Judg-
ment ju!ievethPEms & thus in A2 yxviii. 22, = agergse, what
thew thinkeft; o in P& | 7o Eadwe ovt inorsy suer
THEQ PRl pTap FadTee puer, @30 5 mest to think this
of yoo all; and unlefz it s undesflosd in this Senfe in Chap,
Wiz the Elegance and Beanty of the Apafile’s Languge,
will not o evidently appear.  Verbum autom Bgorisy miodo
Volontatis, medo ad Intellefius Afiones refertar e . Ab
Animorum (id et Volunssim) Comjunétione, tranfie ad Dhoc-
|;ri.1ﬁ!;..'ill1f;nfllln ut plena jultaque fit Concordia. Brzg ia fir.

(¢) P8,



to be fupported by Argument. 5

the Language of Scripture, and is the proper 1m-
Furt of the Words aud E::ipl‘l:mﬂlﬂ, F;L Ilimfﬁﬁ, it
15 highly jult. For furely if God condefcends to
reveal his Will to Men, and addrefles thenn in fuch
Language, a5 is in common Ufc ameng them,
and which they are capableof underftanding, it is
nothing unreafonable to threaten them with Pu-
nithment, and actually inflict ic, if chey refofe to
believe, that when he fpeaks of one, he means as
he fpeaks, and that when he fpeaks of chree, he
intends as he exprefles himdelf,

IIl. He obferves, that we are baptized inio
Chriftianityswben weare Infants, and know notbing
of thematter ( f). Asl think this Prafticenotagree-
able to Chriftianity, and can’t but efteem iv anInno-
vation, Iihall not fiy any thing o it. Let chem
defend it whole Praftice it is, 1if they arc able,

IV. Praying for Imprevement in Chriflian Know-
ledpe, be thinks inconfifent with a Convidion of the
Truth of Chriftianity, spen rational Evidence (g).
Is Prayer then needlefs, where we are to exercife
our reafoning Powers? It is by our Faculty of Rea-
foning, that we difcover the Difference between
Right and Wrong, Truth and Falthood, Now i
it zn improper Thing, to pray to God, to blefs
the means, which in Providence he hath afforded
us, of the Conviction of our Duty, for cur In-
creafe in the Knowledge of it: And topray, that
our corrupt Habits and evil Inclinations, may not
influence us o aft a Parr, for which our Con-
friences would certainly condemn us? Is it then
prepoftercas to offer him our Praifes, for the good
Influence our Knowledge, under his Providence,
has over our Lives, to make us victuous, wife
and juit in our Condudt? Of this Opinion indeed
was Cicerg, and fome other Philofophers, and alfa

Poets

o} o {z) P10,
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Poets (). Bur thig immediately firikes e the
Root of all Religion, nac only revealed, but alfy
Ratoral, and perhaps, by fo much the more, it
may gain the Approbation of (s Infidel.

V. Says he, The rational Chrifian, whorver be
bey myfd oy, originally fet ent a Seeptic, aud be-
Siated for 5 Time, wwhetber that Gefpel wiere trge or
Saife (i) Bue why is this necelfary, i theps no.
thing, that we rationally belicve, byt whit we
doubt of the "Truth of for Time? If fo then Jor
me become a Scepric in fome other Marters, be-
fides Chriftianity, For Inftance, let me doybe
whether Language had the fime, and nor 4 (on.
trary Meaning, in the Times of Plate, Citeroang
Epittetus, £, asiv hath mow, and call upon this
Man to prove it had (he fame, if he is able; This
I aflure “him is done with a favourable View 1o
thole Philofophers, and he may thank me for jt,
becaufe if we fll into the Opinion, of a Change
of Language, Pieto and fome others may be de-
fended from allowing the deteftable Praflice of
the promifiuous Utk of Wives (B and Gicery miy
be acquitted of Pleuding for Obfenity and Ty,

» eleannely

(4) Wum qus, fquad honws ¥ir efir, Gratig Diis ot
NNGNAM - Cicere de Nad, Bosi, Lils 5. C. 36, —— thuld
Viotis Opusell 7 Fag ie iple felleem: Facies e, fi inele
Iexeris bona edl, qisibus acmixts et Viregs : Turpin, quibus
Malitia conjuncla elf.  Semeeq Ep. 31,

Cnnm Hulwm et aptare, com pnﬁ?: a te impetenre, Ep, oy,

Hiee ftis opare Jovem, que danae & aufere,

Bt Wt::m.dn!l.]peu. quum o} mi Animum ipft parabin,

Her. Ep, Lib, I, Ep. ok,
Manitra quid iple 6ibi palfis dave + Semiim cerie,
. J‘-.:nqmlla Per Virtuiem paret unicn Vi, FueBar o,
[ « IR
£k APrRey S avrery war wotree pira TEF Prldinie o
THQE T Feptie, wgvs op HTUENTS TR sy s
Fafy Ktde purs Do L TH WOITe, war Kpugrraac sx
i T S S 0ene o Kurikss mad THags
Tals  Diwr, Lasrt an the Life of Zme,



to be fupported by Argument, g
cleannefs, and by this means Epidletus, may be
€leared of encouraging Diffimulation and Hypo-
crify in the Worthip of God (1), And there-
fore I fhould think this Gentleman, who it is pro-
bable hasa great Veneration for thefe extraord inary
Men, may confider this as a happy and ingenious
Thought, and deferving his Thanks.  But the
Mifechiefis, if it thould beallowed, that Language
had in thofe Times a contrary Meaning to what
it now hath, then we mult underftand thofe ex-
cellent Philofophers, to recommend Vice, when
they condemn it, and to condemn Virme when
they extol it. Then it will follow, that in their

pinion, not the wile and virmous Man i happy,
but the Fool and the Kpave. Then we sy
prove, that when they deliver the belt Senle, they
cxprels the greatet Nonfenfe, This would lead
us to conclude, that Xeaspbon thought God knows
nothing of Things palt, nor prelent, nor, Things
to come {m). Again if Doubting is neceffary 10
rational Belief, then why may I not doubr, - whe-
ther it is unlawful to ke away this Man's good
Name (if he has one 1o loofe), whether it is un-
lawful to deprive him of his Property, oreven of
Life ‘iefelf? ‘Wh}-' thould Ithink, thacSlander is
a criminal Thing, or that Theft is unjuft, er tha
Murder is finful, before T have examined upon
what

(?) Verum £ quis eft, qui etiam meretriciis Amaoribug
dwterdicton Juventuti putes ; Bt fl)e quideny valde fmeeru
hegree o poflium: Sed sblorret pen mods ab huajiss Geenli
licentia, verum etiam a majorom Confucidine, argque Coa-
ceffis.  Chuando enim hoe féum non el ¢ Chandn e prefm.
fum ¥ Cuands non permi@om ¢ Quando denique fiie, ur,
quod licet, nom licerer,  Civers Ovar, fre Cerffa,

Swabdstr vy pae Juan, ga aTdprirdal dare -
Tl Epi Egehe. Cap. 38, ™

Mol Bde e o war wins FEE AT ORI TA Y 1y
FIGLEINSY B34 TE 87o, bt 00 12i0E dxoce wtiapaeitisps

val Zowaplode Crel Bylie. Lib. 1, Cap, 24.




2 The CurisTran Rrviciow

what Principles [ am to view thefe Actions in
fuch a Light? And, if while I am undetermined
in my Opinion, and am only wpon the Enquiry,
I thould do either or ench of thefe Afts againft
him, why fhould T expofe my {elfto Cenfitre and
the Penalty of the Law, for doing what I have
received no Convidtion, §s eriininal, bocfo faras 1
can difcover, is, if not virtuons, at leaft indifferent 2
Farther then, why may I not doubt, whether
there is a firlt Caule of all Things, whether there
is indeed a God, and if, while I am in Scruple,
{which by the Way may be the whole of my Life)
Ideny bim all Honour, Woerthip and Adoration,
furely I am nothing Criminal, in chis Macter, for
however evident it is in itlelf, thatthe World rofe
not into Being, without the Exertion of an infinite
Power, Tam uncapable of feeing that Evidence ;
and therefore, it 1s nothing at all to me, and by
Confequence, [ may lead my Life, without any
Fearof God, without paying him any Honours,
or Defires of his Favour and Protection, and be
perfectly innocenc all the while.

To procecd no farther in this wild and extra-
vagant Manner of{'Eaniug, as there s, a rario-
nal and irrational Belief, fo'there 'is a rational
and irrational Doubting.  If it be the Charatter
ofa Sceptic, to doube’ without Reafon, whatever
he may think of it, he excels not in Wifdom and
good Senfe chie Enthufiaft, who believes without
Reafon, One is as irrational as.the other,  And
to fpesk frecly, the Sceptic is that in Doubting,
which without Reafon, he charges upon the Chri-
flian in Believing, not the wile and underftanding
Man, but the foolith and usreafimable one,  Ta
doubt wheeher there s any Difference, between
Right and Wrong, Troth aed Falfhood,, Virtue

cand Viee, whether Righr, Tiuth and Virre are
amizhble



to be fupported by Avgument. 1}
amiahle, and Wrong, Perfidy and Vice are mon-
ftrous and evil, will hardly be allowed ratiopal, and
if nor, then there are fome Things rationally be-
leved, where Doubting cannct realonably ke
the lealt Place.  And I queftion nor, bue Chriftis
aniry will appear to have fuch Evidences and Ard
guments in its Favour, as will neceffurily oblige
every rational and unprejudiced Enquirer, to al-
low, that no Doubt can reafonably be admitted
concerning its Truth and great Imporance,

VI He objeéts that, Morality is of no gfleem
without this Chriftfan Belisf {#). In anlwer to
which, | obferve thue Virtue and a good Life, are
certzinly very advantageous, a Perfon who in-
dulges not te Pride, Coveteoulnefs, Uncleannefs,
Malice and Revenge, will not be atended witl
the unealy Conlcioulnes of having lo done.  But
if Men actually are defeétive in Moralicy, if they
ftill, are not what they oughtto be, if they have
in any Inftances, afted what they oughe not o
have done, they are juftly liable to the aefil Re=
{enement of that God to whom they are dccounca-
ble for their Condact in all Things.  And 1f Men:
in° Fatt are fuch in their Bebaviour, either thro®
Defedt in Duty, or in afting contrary to ir, a5 thdt
they on account thereof, delerve the Difpleafure
of God ; why fhould it be thought unreafonable,
that they are not accepred and rewarded by him,
tor wn Obedience, which is allowed to be deficient
and fkain'd with Guile ? If indeed any Man, this
Writer for Inftance, is as pureand regular inall
Things, as he oughtto be, [am free to grant he
will not be:condernn’d, but be approved by his
Maker, and receive Happineld from him. Bue
ifhe is not the Manhe ougheto be, in every Branch

(#} P. 15.
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10 The Cur1sT1AN RELIGION

of his Conduét, he will find nothing contrary to
Goodnefs or Juttice in his Condemnation.

Here he feems to difcover a Diflike of cxpeéting
Pardon, alone through the Mediation of Chrift,
if Revelation had noe recommended thar Doctrine
to us, I fuppofe this Author woull not have 1es
prefented 1t as deftitute of Arguments and Evi-
dences, fufficient to Ripport its divine Authority,
In this Place he alfo obicrves thac we may noe live
long encugh to go through wich 2 proper Enguiry,
into the Evidenees of Chriftianity, andthar,] that
may prove of [etal Confequence. Prodigious
Labour, great Pains and long Study it feems, are
necefliry toa rational Belief of Chriflianity ! La-
bour as greae, as ro Jearn che Import of the Terms,
God, (Sin, Punifhmenr, Saviegr, Mediaion and
Suffering, 1o which how few are cquall Laboar
as difficule. asto difcover, that none but God can
foreknow the, free Adtions. of Men, and declipe
the Parrs they will act, Cenearies of Years before
they exilt, that none butGod je able: to alter- the
Courfeof Nature, rajfe the dead to Life, and. work
Miracles of the like kind. A Tafk atcended with
as-great Difficuley, as difcovering that Men exifted
mare than feventeen Hundred Y vars ago, and what
Proof ¢an be given of thar, which muy be thoughe
a proper Foundation for a rational Belief of jr 2
Extraordinary Labour this,. doabtlefs! to which
every Man of common Senleds equal, and may,
and muft beaffured of the Truth of Chriftianiey,
if he exerciles Reafon, thewvery Moment he takes
into. Confideration the Evidences of ir, upon fuch
Teftimonies, as he would believe any elfe in, the
Woarld, betrer Teltimonies than which, he his
not, to found «his- Belicf upon; thae the Warld
exilted, fo long a time fince, as Chrittianity is
fuppoled to have been introduced into it. [

: VIIL.



2o be fupported by Argument. I

VII, Few Mer, fays he are gualified for Rea-
fiming (#). Thiz Writer would doubclefs be
efteemed of the Number of the happy Few, who
have this rre and uncommon Qualification, He
is able, by his fuperior Penetration o difcover
thic Works proper. to God, are not elear and
fuficient Proofs of the Exertion of his Power,
that Predictions of the Parts Men will aét Hua-
dreds of Years before their Appearance on the
Stage of Life, which he only can be acquaintec
with, is no infallible Evidence of his conveying
to us the Knowledge of his Will (). Hec is able
to prave, by his admirable Talent of Reafoning,
that we have no certiin Ground to belicve, that
there ever were fuch Men in the Waorld as Ao
ander, Plate, Cicers, or Falins Cafar: Nay,
thaticisa Thing difputable, whether the World
Is two Centuries old, for we have it only upan Re-
portand Hearfay, which are very fallible and un-
certain Things.  And if indeed the World is of
fuch Standing, as the Times in which thele Men
are fuppofed to have livd, he can teach us, thag
it is uncerrain whether Language has not paffic
uader an entire Change, that thole Terms which
now ftand for Virtue might not then mean Vice,
and thofe Words which now exprefsValoar, might
not then be uled o exprefs Cowardise, and there
fare, we learn from this accomplithed Reafoner,

Cz that

(=}l F.17.
() Cieera is agninit him in this Matter ; faye be, Sipu
oftenduntar 2 Dif Ry futurrum, ae Nt Dear. Lib, i L g

From the foretelling of Things to come, be argues the Cer
tainty of the Exiflence of Deity, And from the Preditions of
futare Bvents delivered in the Bible, we may jullly argec in
Fiivour of its divine Oiginal.  Nor have we the leak need o
make Exeu'es for the Sacred Writers, which the Philafopher
is obliged 1o do for hiz Divieers,
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“that it is uncereain, when we read Plato, or Giceres
Quintus Curtins, or Cefar’s Commentarics, whe-
ther we are to underfiand them of recommendin
Virtue or Vice, whother Alevander was a Coward,
or a bold and refolute Man, whether @, Curting
and Cafor fpeak of I"']'?h: or of Victory, Rare
Difcoverics #befe indeed, and truly worthy of a
Free-thinker or Infidel.

VI, The Reaforablencls of Religion in Specu-
Jation wothing fo the Purpofe, fa}rs{m: It is one
ghing whether a Propefition be ndeed tris in it
Juif, and anether whetber @ Man be donnd to ap-
prebend and believe it (g). A Man js bound to
believe where doubting is unreafonable, for Dilf-
dence unfupported by Reafon, is as irrational, as
Faith withour Evidence, and Foundation. And
with Relpeét to the Proofs of the Truth of the
Chriftian Revelation, they are fuch, as admit not
of rational doubting.  Works, which Men really
muft and cannot but know, to be tuly divine
And Dilcoverics of futare Events, which depend
on the free Adtions of Men, are in able
Proofs of a heavenly Appearance and Inftruttion:
And if we have fuch Evidence, of Works of this
Sort, being performed, and fuch Difcoveries
being made, as is thought fificiens co fupport us
in the Belisf of other Fafts done, as long a Time
fince, it is here doubtlefs, alcogether as valid and
fuufficient, and it is ot Reafon to feraple thae Evi-
dence, but downright Madnefs and Obltinacy.
Befides, nouncommon Degree of Knowledgeand
Improvement, are requifice t enable a Ian, to
difcover thar, interrupting the Courfe of the Sun,
ar of the Earth, isa %urk proper to him, who

ve Motion to the one, or to the other ; whe-
ther it is & Work truly divine and proper to God,

the.
{i) B 18,



to be fupported by Argument. 13
the Fountain of Life; to raife a Perfon from the
State of the Dead. A Man muft as cerainly,
and as foon be perfuaded of this, as that God
formed the World, and uvphelds the Frame of
Mature, '
1X. Sayshe,The ableft and befd of Men are difgualifi-
ed for fair Reajoming, by thefrnatuyal Prefudices(r ),
‘How ! yes, how! The ableft and the belt Men
difqualified, &¢. I afk how this Man came to be
rid of all his natural Prejudices and Prepofliffions,
is he fo happy ¢ Why then may not fome others
alfo enjoy that Happinefs? Does he think, that
he is the only Perion in the World who poffefles
this moft defirable Privilege ? After this, furely,
we may credit him, if not our Saviour, or his
Apoftles, Here is a Man divefted of all Preg'u.
dice, the Thing which prevents the ablef and befi
of Men fwell then he is mot of thar Numdber ) of
finding Truth: Let him therefore be our Oracle,
and of this Perfon let us be content to learn thels
adwirable Truths: That to believe a Dorine at-
tefted by fupernatural Works to be true, is fond
and eredulovs: That o yield an Afent to the
Truth of Fafts, which all the Reafon we have,
cliftates to us are indifputable, upon the Evidence
afforded us in Confirmation of thele Fafts, 13 un-
reafonable.  In fhore, let vs give up ourlelves to
the Infiroftion, of this fugelariy happy Man, and
let Kim enjoy an Flonour, which the ablgf and
deft of Men, becaule of their natural Prejudices,
have no jult Claim to, iz, to be elteemed fair
and impariial in Realoning. He i no doubr an
Taterpreter of Ten thoufand.  Fad he not con-
ceal’d his Wame, what Hemenrs would have been
paid him, and what Bumble Submifions,” would
Bave been made 0 him! MHow in the World

came

(=3 P. 23




14  The CHRISTIAN REL1GION

came this non-foch Man o affelt Secrecy 2. If
thre® Humility, he is more modelt, in my Opi-
nion, than he is dirccming,-whowcr he bey | bue
Idont take ity chat this is the Faét: I rather
think fomewhar elfe, viz a Confcioufiichh of ene
deavouring to fhock the Chriltian in his Fuith,
upon Grounds, far from being rational or jugt,
XK. A rvational Faith when aitaiied wonld mor
anfwer the Ends (7). He inftances jn Feveral
Things, 1. Jr would not dwork Miraclks. A
mighty Difeovery ! Who ever thought thar «
Perfuafion of the Truth of Chrittianity, upon the
moft reafonable Conviftion, would enable & Man
1o perform miraculous Works Chriftianiry. re-
qQuires it not, fuggells it not. - 2. 1¢ swonld preve
140 coid, "Thisis alfo granted without any Prejn.
dice to the Caufe of Chriftianity. 3. Tos change-
able (). That fome bave altered in cheir Sentj-
ments, with relation to very important Doctrines
of the Chriftian Religion, is well known; and it
15 equally well koown, that they have fo chang’d,
without reafonable Grounds and Motives : As did
Dr. #bitdy, 1o whom this Writer has Reference.
4 Would ot adwinifier that Spirit of Comfort,
i the Refleiiion (). This is freely granted. Bi
Not of Force, fufficient, to command the Paffions(w).
This is alfo readily allow’d. 6. Much fefy o
fiffer Margyedom (% ). This is not denied,
Bur what are all thefe Things to the Point in
View ? What if a Perfuafion, upon the moft ra-
tional Evidence of the Truth of the Chriltian
Religion, will not influence a Perfon to all, or
any of thele Things ;. but fomething muft be fi-
peradded o thar Perfuafion, is this any Proof,

that the Beliet of Chriftianity, is withour rational
Ground
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Ground and Evidence ? Becaufs Men aét not up
to their Principles, is that to be ohjefted to the
Reafonablenefs, of the Beliel of chofs Principles ?
A fmall Degree of Reafon, far lef w be fure,
than this Author is Mafter of, will enable a Per=
fon co difcover the Abfurdity of fuch an Imagi-
nation,

Secondly, The fecond Thing this Writer un-
dertakes o prove, is, that Chrift and his A
itles, never proceeded in this Method of giving
rational Evidence, of the Truth of thofe Doétrines
they taught, but conftantly required Men to bes
hiewve: without ir,

Before 1 enter upen the Confideration of what
he offers, on this Head, I defire it may be care-
fully. obferved, that thofe Things which were
Proofs of the divine Miffion of Chrilt, or of his
being; a Teacher come fram God, ought to be al-
low'd Proofs of the Truth of thofe Dodbrines he
delivered + And thar if his Apottles failed not o
give full Evidence, of their having a heavenly
Commiffion to teach, it is unreafonable, nor to
allow thar Evidence to be a Proof of the Trath of
thofe Points of Dottrine they incilcated, Now
Chrift-gave the fullelt Proof of his divine Miffiony
fach:as 'would noe admit of the leaft reafomable
Doubt.. ‘He proves it by the Writings of the
Prophers, who ail fpake of him, of his Family
and, Birth, df his Circumftances and Wifdom, of
his' furprizing  Weorks, of his Sufferings, Death
and Relurrettion, all which Particalars WEre exs
attly fulfilled in him, and thercfore, were evis
dent and undeniable Proofs, of the excraordi
Miffion of thofe Prophets, as well a5 of the di-
vine Miffion and. Autherity of our Savioar hims
{elf.. Again, he confirms it by his Works; the
miraculous Works which he performed bore wit-

. nels
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nefsof him, he healed the Siclk, gave Sight o
the Blind, eleanfed I.epers, caflt oue Devils, and
raifed the Dead 1o Life ; which were Works of
fuch a Nature, a5 could only be effefted by di-
wing Patver, and thercfore, nat 1o be performed
by a Perfon who had not o divine Commillion.
To thefe Works Chrilt appeals, and urges them
a3 Proofe of his being fent by Goed, both with
the Jewsand with his Difciples.  With the Jows,
If 1 do \mat the Works of wy Fatber, believe me
woi s Bui df £ do, be’ ye belivve wot we, belicve
the Horks : Thae ye piay hisw and believe,; that
the Fatber iy tn me, and 1 ia b (y). "In the
farne Manner he reafons with his Dilciples:- The
Fatber thotdoelleth in mey be deeth pbe Werks.
Believe me that L am in ibe Fatber, and the Fa-
therin wre s O elfe beliéve me for the very Horks
Jike [z ). Since our bleffed Redeemer gave abun-
dant; and unexceptionable | Proof,  of his being
clothed with divine Authority, is it reafonable o
thinle he!l was too affuming, when be fought as one
baving Autbority, and wot as the Sersbér; who
were, #at ibvelted  with fich beavendy Poevers ¥
Surely noto o And fince -kis Difciples had! glear
and fulll Evidence, of his' divine Mifion, was it
ynreafonable to expedt, thar they fhould readily
allent to the Tuiith of what he raughts And were
thity, oot jultly blamed  for notibeligving him ta
be the Perfon, rh&f‘ hael the highelt Realon o
gepclude he was? Chrift's réproving them for In-
credulity, when they lud all reafonable and fuffi-
cient Ground to believe, is objecked to the Clgar-
vefs ind Sufficiency of the Evidence afforded to
them, i, ordde to - Faith. | And if they had ap~
peared forward of Belicf, then, no dalbe, this
Man would have reprefented - them, as eredulous,

U3} Jeha x. 37 38, {z) Chap. xiv. 19, 11,
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and difpofed to believe, without a flid and fud-
Jrawtial Ground for Faith, and have argued thar,
for thar Realon their Tefimony is lefs deferving
of our Notice.—This Man’ Sneer at the Difci-
ples of cor Lord, how much foever he may be
delighted with the fime Torn of #it it contains in
ity 18 as beld and impiows; as %tis Jow and frifiing :
It is this; they knevw nothing of Reafoning, it was
%rmrr owt of theiv Elementy they bad bad their

ducation on the Water, and tha' they anderflood
their Trade fo far as to be well verfed in mending
their own Nets, wonld go mear it is likely 1o be
entangled themfelves, when they bad lo do with
the figurative ones of Sophifiry or 8yllogifes (a),
The Art of Logic is donbelefs of Ufe in Reafon.-
ing ; but that Men know nothing of Reafoning,
who have not made themitlves Mafters of thac
Arty isan OQblervation, that a Man of the leaflt
Degree of good Senfe or Modefty, would even
blufh to make. Bur why does this Man mention
Sophiftry ? I hope he don’t think that every Syl-
logifm s a Sophifm 3 if he does, he is not much
better acquainted with Logic, than the moft ere-
dulous Chriftian be defpifes.  Sophifns eicher ex-
prefs what is not true, or lefs than is true, or more
than is fo, and therefore, Truth is not to be taughe
or demonitrated by Sophifms; and by Confe-
quence, & Teacher of Truth enly, as our great
Lord was, can’t be foppofed o make ufe of So-
phifms.  Befides, Chrift reafoned in the moft clear
and nervous Manner, infinieely better than this
Man any where does 3 and if he pleafes, he may
put his Reafoning into a fyllomftical Form, if
that will give him Satisfaction : Thus, Wharever
God gives Teltimony to, is true; he gives Tefti-
many to my Doétrine by his Word and by Works,

{a) B 37
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and therefore my Doflrine is true. ‘This Ts the
Manner of Chrilt’s Reafoning in Fobn v. 36, 37,
The Truth of the Propofition or Major muit be
evident to every Man, T fuppofe to this Author,
and the Truth of the Miner cannoe be call’d into
Quettion, without giving the Lye to Chrift, who
18 Trutk 5 and at the fime Time offering Vio-
lence to Reafon, and therefore, the Aflumption,
I fhould think moft neceffarily be allow'd, A=
guin, the' the Diftiples were Perfons unprovided
with Learning in the common Way, they did
oot remain illicerare, for by a Miracle they be-
came fuch Lingaifts, a5 this Author may defpair
of ever beig (¢} which by the way is an evident
Proof of their divine Mifioh. And Chrift, who
fent them £ preach, was a Monrd and Wifdom to
then, ‘which all their Aduverfaries were not able 1o
gainfay nar rgff.  Farther, is it to be expedted
of a divine Teacher, that be fhall evidence the
Troth of his Doétrine, by Argumentation and
Realoning from stataral Principles? What Need
is there for a Teacher, who proceeds in this Way
valy, to prove his Call to teach, by a pompous
Shew of Miracles, fince he advances ro other Doc-
trines, than what bie confirms by Argoment and
Libgic? - Is there any Neceflity to excite Men%
Belief of fuch Principles, by fapernatural Worls,
which ‘when clearly fhaed and fairly proposd,
they ntult needs know to be true by the Liglic of
Natire? 'Tlis forely is untecefary,  But, as our
Saviour mught Dotteings, which Reafon could
never dilcover, the thiy are not CONCFARY to ity
it was proper and neceffary, that his Miibon fiom
Heaven [hould be well amefted, as it really was,
that 1o Ground of Seruple miight remain con-
certting the T'ruth of diofe Dattrines, i
Morcover,
P Afs ik 4, 8, g, 10
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Moreover, fince many of the Principles, our
bleffed Lord and his Apoflles preached, were not
dilcoverable by Reafon, it is irrational to expedt,
that he er they fhould prove them by Reafoning
and Logic: For that is arguing from fome known
and allowed Principle of Truth, to the Truch of
fome other Thing conneéted with it, dependene
on it, and neceffirily arifing from it. :

This Author charges eur Lord with being
backward of explaining to his Didtiples the Dae-
trine he taught, but without the lealt Foundation,
for tho’ he reprovid them fometimes, for their
Incredulity, s he very juitly might, he was never
wanting to favour themn with farther Inftrution
and Explication, npon Application to him for
that Purpofe, Another falfe Charge this bold
Man dares to exhibic againft him, wiz, that ha
expolted Convifiion to preceds Evidence, as the
Terms of a Favowr confequently to be enfoyed ; Be-
€aule in fome Initances hie afleed Perfons defiring
& Miracle to be wrought by him, in their Favour:
Believet thou that I am able, Put how is this a
Proof, that he expetted Convittion to precede
Fvidence ? He only call'd upon them to expref
that Faith they acted an him, fapported by pres
ceding Evidences of his divine Power and Mif
fion.  Farther, whereas he infers the fame Thing,
from the Pharifees requiring a Sign, and Chrifis
blaming them for ir,t?m is quite befide the Truth,
It by no Means appears, that Chrift confider'd
it Prefumption and wanton Curiolity to expeft
Evidences of his heavenly Power and Authority,
in arder to believe in him, for many fuch he gave,
to that End ;. But the Cafe in Fact wag this, they
wanted a Sign from Heaven ( ¢y they would
chulz the Sign themflves, Moft unreafonabla

D2 pnd
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and impious! What if divine Power is exerted to
confirm the Truth of an Duclrine, in working
a great Variety of M:iracz:s, fhall Men refufe to
believe, becaufe fuch a particular Miracle is not
wirough, as chey defire, and take upon them to
dictate 1o the Almighty what Sorr of Wonders
he dhall work, if he gains their Credir? Well
might our Saviour call them an adelierons Gene-
fian, far this daring Prefumption and Inypiety.
Aot ler it be ohferved, that eur Loed gave at the
fare Time, Affurance of fuch a Sign, which is an
unexceptionable Proof of his divine Miflion, wiz.
his Relurredtion from the Dead, which was ac-
tended wich an Appearance of Angels from Hea-

vﬁnl
We now. come to the Apoftles: This Writer
might have fﬁami every Word he here exprefes,
Fe obferves they had not Leifure, nor Qualifica-
¢fons for Reafoning ¢d).  And what then, if they
had not Leifure nor Qualifications, for doing
what it was not their Bafioels todo, no Damage
will thence arife to the Caufe of Chriftianity.
They brought Doctrines agreeable to, and of
which, Reafon was capable of making fome feebler
‘and lefs cvident Difcoveries.  And they difeour-
fed of thofe Dodtrines, in & much better Man-
rer, than ever any Philofopher did, or than this
Man, who defpifes them and their Writings, is
sble to do 5 and urged the Praclice of 2/ moral
Virtues, upon the Command and Autherity of
God, and che Pain of his Difplealure, if Men did
noty which Manner of treating on maoral Sut:jrd'ts,
is I luppofe, exceeding difagrecadle to the Tafla
of this extraordinary Man. fc is farcher to be ob-
ferved, that chey taught fome Dodrines, quite
out of the Verge of Realon, concerning Ged, and
hig

{# I 37, 38
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his Purpofes, concerning Sin and ies Confequences,
and & Deliverance from all the dreadfu] ERects of
it, by the Mediation and Death of Chrift : Things
ouc of the Reach of Reafon, and which it could
never have difcovered ; it is cherefore irriacionily
to expett Demonftration from Reafon of their
Truth,  Whar the Apoftles had to do, as Teach-
ers of Mankind, was to prove their heaven!
Miflion and Authority, which when dﬂﬂﬂ,rhf‘, it
actually and fully was done = For God bore them
Witwefs boh with Signs and Wanders, and divers
Miracles, and Gifts of the Holy Ghaff ; they might
].:IWIFLIH}I' cliim a Righeeo be heard and credited,
withour Wrangling and Difpute,

But this Perfon will not allow Miracles to
be a fufficient Proof of Dadrine, becaufe, as
he is pleafed to affere conlidently cnough, shey
bave Time out of Mind nndoubtedly  been
p:E/'arm.:.l’ i Favewr of falfe Duolirines (¢).
i find however incredulous “the Author is, with
Relation to Bible Hittory, be is not fo with
Refpeét to other Hiftories, it requires, as he
pretends, an extraordinary Degrec of good Senfr,
and the Acquifition of 2 conliderable Share of
Learning, to be able to form a true Judgmene
of the Faéls, recorded in the Golpels and the Aéts
of the Apoftles: And they at moft have only a
Prabability of Truch; bur other Hiftories are ea-
fily underftood, and the Faéts reported in them
may be praved true, and relied on, without that
libour'd Reafoning neceffary to prove the Truth
of thofe Facts relared in the Holy Scripture, I
mult take the Freedom to tell him, that as he is a
Sceptie, with regard to Revelation, [ am fo with
Relpedt o this confident A fertion of his, I doube
of its Truth, and challenge him o prove, that
réal Miracles were ever wronght in favour of falfs

(€] B 46 ' Loctrines :
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Doctrines : Let him tell us of what fm‘t‘, b}r
whom, when, in what Place, upen whom, and
before whom, they were performed, He who
15 10 increduloys himfelf;, where the Autho-
sity of Scripture is concerned, may furely allow
another, notto take up with a Thing, upoen his

Affirmation, without proper Vouchers, [
am tempted o think, how reafonuble foever this
Demand is, he will excafe him@If of the Labour,
from a Confcionfnefs of the Difficulty attending it,
Let him not take éying Wondess for real and true
Miracles, as here he does: Thir, fays he, ibe
Seripture it [elf confeffes, when it warns w of
bying Wonders, and falle Chiifis {f) Weleea
Man of diltinguifhed Capacity, and fingular Ac-
complifhments may miftake, where the rude and
unpolifh'd would nor, he rakes falfe Chrifts for the
true Chrilt, and lying Wonders, for real and wrae
Miracles: 1f he does nat, he argues moft imper-
tinently, e is fpeaking of true Miracles, the
Scriptute (peaks of Jying Wonders, of ‘Things
that feern €0 be of an extraordinary Nature, buc
arg not in Fa® what they fem to be.  But,
becanle fying Wonders and feigned Miracles, may
be performed by Impofters and falfe Teachers, it
by no means follows, thas read and rrue Miracles
may, fuch as were wrought by Chritt and his
Apoltles, Eying Wonders may be done by fying
Tuachurs, but frwe Wonders can endy be effelted
by Teachers of Truth, in Confirmation of their
Dotlrines. I can no more believe, that God
srould exert his Power to work Wonders, to con-
firma Lye, than | can think, he is ableto exprefs
a Falthood, the farmer fcems to my Underftand-
ing, as irraiienal as che fatter, and as imuch con-

triry to the Reétitude and Truth of the divine Na.
tare.

) Yol



to be fupported by Argument, 23
ture. Next follows & very extraordinary Obfer-
vation, in our Authotr’s Performance, viz. The
Miracles of Chrift and bis Apefies, fays he, were
natnral Lffetds of Gofpel-Bemevolence (). And
what then, do they lofeany thing of their Force, be-
caufe of that? What, becaufechey were Worls of
Mercy, as well as of Power, is the Evidence they
afford lefs clear and fhining ? It may be it would
have greatly gratified this Wiiter, if the Miracles
of our Saviour and of his Apoftles had been of a
contrary Nature, if Men had been rendered mi-
ferable mnflead of being made happy : If they had
been delivered into the Hand of Satan to torment
and rack them, inftead of being refeu’d out of his
power, if they had been kill'd inflead of being raifed
1o Life when dead: I fay perhaps, Wonders of
fuch a Sore would have highly gratified him, thac
he might have had an Opportunity of ohjeéting to
the Chriftian Religion, as introducedwith Cruclt
and Vengeance, and not fbitable to the Goodne
af God, and thercfore not likely to be any Reli-
gion {upported by his Authority.  Let this Man
perlorm Works of the fame Narare, and difpla
the fame Benevolence as Chrift and hiz Agpoltles
did, in healing the fick, giving Sight to the Blind,
rlmrnﬁnf,- Lepers, and raifing the dead to Life, if
hessable, and 1will acknowledge him to have s
beseer Title to being credited in his deld Affertions,
than at prefent, I can perfuade myflf) le has g
Juft Prerention to,

Again, heobfitves, efperial Capensar taken not
do bave them made public (5). Our Lord then was
not oftencatious and ambitioss of popular Ap-
plaufe,  So far firre he may bieintitld to the Chas
racters of bumble and wodgfl.  Tv had been happy
for this Man, if in any Degree, his Temper and

Condult
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Condutt had given hima Claim to Charaéters liks
thefe. Bur, what this Perfon aims at, in this Ob-
fervation, he will never be able ro prove, viz.
that our Saviour did net work Miracles, in the
Prefence of a fufficient Number of Men, to give
an undeniable Teftimony to their Truth: For va-
rious of his Miracles were done in the Prefence of
many Wimeflesy yea inthe View of Iis Enemies,
and they were obliged to confels the Truth of
them 5 that is to fay, fuch of his Miracled, as he
intended {hould ftand in the Face of the World,
for Proofs ofhis Autherity and heavenly Powers,
And his foubidding thofe on whom miraculous
Cures were wrought in private, Ipreading chem
abroad, is an Evidence, that he was refolved the
Proof of his divine Power and Authoricy; Thould
netvelt on Fafts, which, on Account of their Se-
crecy might be difputed 5 but on fiuch Faéts, as
were well known and mighe be artefted, beyond
all Poffibilicy of Contradiction, = Farther, he re.
matks that, feeking them swas difcorraged, and
inflances in Herod (i), This is recorded in Luke
*xiii. 8, If an extraordinary Perfon appears in the
World, and gives Proof of his heavenly Miffion,
in the Prefence of many Witneffes, fhall i be
Matrer of Charge againft him, or thought a De-
fect in the Evidence of his Authoriry, if he will
vot fatiefy the vain Humeour and Curiofity of every
oie who thall expect ir, and take upon him o de-
mand it ? Isit ft chat infinite Wifdom fhould be
direfted by the unreafonable Will of Man, and
Almighty Power be called forth to worl Won-
ders, to granfy the Curiofity of every impertinent
Seeker of Signs.  Apprehenfions of this Sart, can
only beagreeable to fuch kind of Ien,as this Wii-
ter i, who have Jefs of Reafon than [ncredulity.

His
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Hiz Frin:ipﬂ] D@;{tion is [Lill behind, and he
fecms to cxpect its Weight will bear down ath bes,
fore it, 'ris thiss Miracles are no longer Foidences.
of the Trurk of wuy Doffrine than they are el i=
aned : Nor, to any other Perfons, than thafe who
Jfee tbem (k). By Age, it [eems they lofe all
their glaring Evidence, and by Time incervening
the whole of their Foree finksand vanifhes. Fine
Reafoning indeed and [uitable enough to2 Free-
thinker, 4 2 a Man free from Projudice it may
be in every Thing except Religion, wherein, in
an efpecial Manner he ought fo 1o be: Bur, in
that, deeply and perhaps irrecoverably funk  into
the bafeft and mcﬂ'}:J unreafonable Prejudices.  This
Perfon of frec Enquiry, thinks ir, | luppofe, rea-
forable to conclude, thac the World has exilted
more than feventeen Hundred Years, thar fuch
Men as Alecander, Ciceraand Fulins Cefar really
were, and that the laft named was affaflinated by
Brutus and others,  And yet he canvot know ei-
ther of thefe Pasticulars,upon other or better Tefti-
monies, then he may know the Certainty of the
Miracles of Chrilt, which are related not only by
his Friends, but by Enemicsalfo. If we confider
that the Difciples of Jefus were not eredulous, bue
diffident, and with great Difficuley were perfuaded
who Chrift was, and what was the true Nature
of his Work, and not withont the fallelt Evidenee :
If we confider, that they had nothing to expelt
in embracing his Religion, (thac is to fiy in this
World) but Hatred, Reproach, Contempt and the
molt croel Perferudion, and Desth iLﬁ.-_lEP: Thinzs
which Men don’t vivally chufe, except for fome
'mri,; important Reafens 3 and chat they chearfully
ook up with the greatelt ARlictions, andd volun-
wrily fubmitted to Death, out of a religious Re-
id) Posi.
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gard 1o their preat and good Mafter, and to feal
the Truth of their Teftimony concerning him,and
the Truth of thofe Dorines, they had learned
from him: 1F we confider that one of his A poftles
wisa Zealot in a Religion (as corrupted in that
Ape) appofive to his, was miraculoufly converted o
it, readily embraced ir, and bravely defended 1,
tho' he hereby expos’d himfelf to the greateft Dan-
gers and Sufferings, to Perils by Sea, to Perils by
Land, yea that Bonds and A Mictions atrended him
wherever he went, and thag ar lengeth he alio fealed
the Truth of his Teftimony concerning his Lord,
in whom he gloried, with the Lofs of his Life:
If we confider the Predictions of future Events
concerning the Nation of the Jews, the Dellrue-
tion of their Temple, and of their Polity and Go-
vernment, and their Difperfion in the World ;
and the Predictions of future Events relating o
the Church of Reme, in her Principles and Man-
ners, delivered in the Gofpels and Epiftles; and the
exaft Accomplithment of thefe Predictions: [
fay if we conlider thefe Things, we mult furely
be unreafonably incredulous, if we hefitats a [in-
gle Moment concerning the Truth of Chriftianity.
As T have before obferved, it is as irrational to
doubt without Reafon, as it is to believe without
Evidence, He who daes che latter is an Enthu-
fialt, and he who does the former, adls a Part
tqually abfurd and unreafonable,

Now,what is it that the Sceptic with any plau.
fible Shew, can objet to the Evidences of Chrifti-
anity ! Were thole Evidences few ? No, bur nu-
merons.  Were they performed in a Corper and in
the Prefence of Friends only? No, bur publicly
and in the View of Enemies, and the Truth of
the Facls they arelt, the’ they aferibe them to a
wrong Power. Did the chofen Witneflts of

Chriftianity
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Chriftianity gain Eafe, Wealth, Honour, or Power,
by their Teltimony ! No, it expoled them to
Difgrace, Poverty, Lofs of Liberry and Life it
elf 5 if cherefore, they impoled upon the World,
it was without any Temptation, nay even contrary
to all their own Inerelts, (that is fuppofing their
Teftimony is falle) and confequently we mufl
think they aéted not only a fraudulent, bata moft
foalith Part, and ran upon their own Deltruction,
without any thing of Moment, or Weight to in-
vire them tojt. This Man, inconBGltent as he is,
when he ehinks that he fhall gain fome Advantage
to the Caufe of Infidelity, and do prejudice to
the Intereft and Truth of Chriftianity by it,
can obferve a rational Conviftion of the Evi-
dences of the Chriltian Religion, will not enable
Men o part with prefent Good and Plealures,
for diftant Hopes and future Enjoyments: And
nowe hie ean be content to fuppofe, that the Apoftles
religned all their Eafe, Pleafures, and the En-
joyments of Life, withour any future Good in
Hope or Expeétation. Is there a Difagreement
in the Teltimony of thele Witneffes, do they
contracdi® one another ? No, their Relations of
Faéts agree in all material Circumftances.  Wag
there any Age, in which the Chriftian Religion
was unknown, and in which there were none
that Seft : Or can any other Account be given of
their Rife and spr.-.—.g, of their Principles, Con-
dufl and Sufferings, fufficient to fecaflide the Ac-
count of them inall thefe Refpeéts, which istrani-
mirted down to us, in thofe Pages they efteem
ficred 7 No. Do thofe Wrirings contin any
thing abfurd, that is o {1y, which contradicts
our Senlcs, and isrepugnant to Reafon? Not fo:
They indeed inform us of fome Things, we could
pever have known, without fuch heavenly Intels

E 2 ligence 5
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ligence s but tho® thofy Things are undifcoverable
by Reafon, th':jf are 0ot repesnant © it. Ara
their moral Rule defective, do they make any
Allowances for the Weaknefies and Foibles of
Mankind, do they fpare a darling Luft and pers
mit Men o indulge 2 favourite Paflion ? No, but
their Preceprs of Morality are pure and frictly
rigid, and fuch as might " be expected to come
from God.  “Were they immoral and diffolyte in
their Behaviour ? No, they had 2 troe Fear of
God, a zealous Concern for his Glory, ader'd
ferv'd and obey'd him, even to the Hazard of
their Lives: They were inoffenfive, meek, pa-
tiene, {ubmiflive, temperate, compaffionate, jult
and humble in their Deportment, ~ Thefe are the
true Characters of the Men this [nfde] would
erfuade us, palm'd a Forgery v God, and
Eu a Cheat orﬁhe World, andrro :mr Difidvan.
tage in this State, and to their certain Deftruction
in a foture one, if chis Man in Reality will allow
us o think that Men do and will exift after Death,
‘Whit Reafon therefore czn be offered, why thefe
Evidences and Teftimonics of the Truth of Chrie
ftianity fhould not becredited # N folid, no fih.
ftantial one can be affign’d, and therefore he is noe
awile Man, who withholds his A(Tent, when fuch
Evidences demand it 3 he is not governed by Reg-
fon, hew much foever he boafts of ity bur Hu.

mour and the moft unrcafonable Prejudice.
Miracles are neceffary to confirm a Dodirine,
that is abfolutely undifcoverable by Reafon; bu
that when Miracles are donie o that Erd, to fup-
poft there muft be a Succeflion of other Miracles,
to fiuppart the Truth of thofe before done, js g
wild Imagination, The Miracles already wroughr,
ought to be erernally allowed what they are in
Fadt, viz. fufficient Evidences of the Truth of
- F tholg
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thoft Dodtrines they were perform®d in Confirma-
tion of.  The Intervention of Time changes not
che Nagure of thefe Evidences and Teftimonies, as
this Perfon arges it doesy they were truly divine,

and cannot become human, which he afferts th
do. The vtmoft which can be pleaded by this
Infidel, or any other on this Head, is, thar our
Krowledge of thefe fupernatural Proofs of the
Chriftian Religion, is acquired in the fime Way
we get the Knowledge of other Fadts done as
long a Time Lince ; but this proves no Change in
the Nature of thofe Evidenees, I find our Au-
.ther’s Logic fails him fometimes, ag great a Pro-
ficient as he is in that Are, “T'o belicve Doftrines
concerning God, his Purpoles, and his Methods
of Proceecure towards offending Creatures, either
in a Way of Penalty or Mercy, which Reafon
could not difeover, or the Light of Nature could
not point out to us, without any fupernatural
Evidences, or divine Teftimonies of their being
true, might I think, be very jultly cenfured and
pronouncd Enchufiafm : But, to expedt the Con
tinwation of fuch Evidences, or to require 2 per-
petual worling of Miracles, in order to our yicldw
ing an Afiene to thole Doftrines, is bold and im-
piows. Ie is fufficient that in our Age, we have
fuch Proof that Miracles, grear and wonderful,
were once wrought to confirm the Truth of Chri-
ftianity, as we allow tobe full and convineing in
any Thing elle. And why that Proof may mot
be thought fo here, I fhould be glad if this In-
fidlel, or any other, would plainly tell us. Will this
Man believe nothing but what he has feen, or does
fee? Does he think it any unreafonable Thin fo
toda? Iimagine not. Does he think the World
to be no larger in Compafs, than what has fallen
under his View? Can he perfuade’ himfelf that
ers
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more Men have not liv'd, or do live upon the
Earth, than he has {cen, or does fee? Would he
feruple to punith a Perfon, a5 the Law directs,
that [hould privacely fieal his Property, upon the
Teftimony of credible Witneflis, tho® it was done
in his Abfenee ? Would he decline to bring a
Murderer of a Fricnd or of a Relative to Jufhice,
becaufe he did not fee the horrid Fafl commired ?
1 can’t think he would be fo incredulous, az nat o
profecute fuch a Wretch, upen the Teftimony
and Evidence of athers: That Kind of Evidence
which he will nor allow to ke a rational Proof of
a divine Teftimony, being often given to the
Truth of Chriftianity, will ferve his Turn, yca
far lefs, 1 doubt not, where Life is concern’d.
And ctherefore, he is moft unreafonable, not to
grant, That that Kind of Proof is here rational,
certain, and every Way fufficient. I cannot think
that he would have his Manner of Realoning take
g]ac: in any Thing befides Chriltianity : or, that

e would (tand to the Confequences of it, in any
onc Thing elfe. Thar feeing ndeed is delicving,
bas ever been allow'd Reajonsug, fays he, but that
I am to believe a Thing becaufe another fays be
Saw ity and it i5 wor in my Power to prove @ Ne-
gative, and coniradifl bim, is furely a very unpre-
cedented and new Jory of Logie (£). Not fo un-
precedented and new, but this Infidel has acted,
dorh and will aft upon it, in the molt weighty
Affairs which can occur in Life, or elfe he really
15 a Moun Subftantive, and differs from all the
reft of Mankind.

Thirdly, I now procsed to confider what he
offers uu(i::r his third Head of Dilcourfe, Here
he fets up for an Interpreter of Seripture, the Au-
thority of which he difputes, and therefore, ac-

carding

(Y. 55



fo be fupparted by Argument, g1

cording to him nothing is to be proved by ie. In
this P!gm:c he labours exceedin Iy to render it ri-
diculous, and pues fuch a Scnigc upan the Terms
and Expreffions of the Word of God, as he thinks
will effectually anfwer his Dufign.  This Infidel
contends, that the Scripture makes it the Privi-
lege of every Man in the World to be infallibla,
that every [ndividual of Mankind, is immediately,
and at once renderd perfect in heavenly Know-
ledge, without the Exercift of his reafloning; Facul-
tics, or taking into Confideration, whar Difcoveries
are made in the Bible of divine T ruths, Buc
what if this Man miftakes the Scripeare, and the
Prim:iple be advances, and palms upon i, is npe
there found 3 bur is as contrary to that, as it is o
all Experience and good Senfe ? Then his Speer
upon the Bible, and it holy Doctrines, will ap-
pear as groundlefs as it is smpions, And thae this
1s the Fadt, will quickly be evident,

The Werd of Gad, is the Rule of gyr Fiith,
or it contains all thofe impertant Traths, which
it concerns us o know, in order to oyr Happi-
nels 5 it is able to mate 45 wife unto Salvatizg -
For as it is the only Rule we have, by which we
are to form our Judgments of divine Things, it is
a perfect one.—J; g Plaim and explicit, and fiiz.
ed to the Capacities of Perfons unfirnifhe with
Liearning undpgccfeutc. Its Doftrines are Sudiima
and myferions, bur the Language in which they
are thete expref'd, tho' noc defticute of the
greatell Beauties, is eafy to be underftood : S ad-
mirably are Simplicity, Elegance, and Majeft
attempered together in the facrod Seyle.—T¢ fy
the Diucy of ail Men to read and ftudy the Bibles
they cuzhe o Sfearch the Seriptures, and Seareh
them dadly, and compare fiivitgal o, ings with
Spiritual, 1, e, one Pare of holy Wrir with ang-

ther,
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ther. And it is their in:!il’pem‘ahh-. Duty, to pray
that they may have Henris difpofed 1o conform
their Conduct to the excellent Rules therein pre-
feribtd ——And thercfore, ne immediate Infpis
ration is to be expefted from Heaven, to inftradt
us into the Knowledge of Truth.  That is abyfo-
dutely wmpeedful, according to the feripenral Ae-
count of Things: For every heavenly Truch we
are required to believe and embrace, is rherein
difcovered and propofed to our Enquiry : ¥ sbe
Law, and 40 the Teflimeny : 1f they fpeak not ac-
cording to this Ward, it irbecanfe thive is na Lighe
in them, Hence it is evident, thac this Writer juts
a forced and wnnatural Senfe upon various Texts,
to introduce what he knew to be abfurd and fulfe
in Fall, and muft of Neceflity expofe Chriltia-
nity to the greatelt Contempe,” The holy Scrip-
ture. gives us no Reafon o capelt an immediale
Revelation of any divine Truth to our Under-
flanding, as he confidently affirms it does ; but
whatever we ftand oblig®d to believe, by Verwe
of i Autherity, is already therein reveal®d, and
propoled to our ferions Confideration and free
Enquiry, Indeed we have need of divine Illu-
raination, to enable us to difcover the Exceliency,
Glory, and Tmportance of thofe momentons Doce
trines, the Seripture teaches us, and which we, as
Men, by a due Exercife of our reafoning Powers,
without this Hlumination, may diftover are there-
in contain’d. ‘This is gracioully promifid, and s
cerminly . communicated, to whomfever it is
agreeable vo the Will of Ged fo fay to favour,
What then becomes of all the curious Olbfep-
vations of this Infidel, with Reltion to 2 Con=
veyance of heavenly Knowledge, in an immediare
Manner to the Soul? As of wwiverfal Inffuence,
of proper Weight, of inflaws Effesd, of abjolute

Certaipy,
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Certainty, and Jfuch as Books conld never fap
wifh (m). This is no Principle of Revelition :
Nor will he ever be able to prove, that it coun-
tenances Enthnfiafin, which he fo eagerly charges
it with, and with an uncommen Afurance palms
upon it, to promote his wicked Defign of bring-
ing it under Difgrace, ‘This is no other than a
Notion of his Invention, and thercfore, he is
only expofing a Brac of his own fecile Brain,
The Chriftian Religion is not in the leaft affefled
by all he is pleafed to iy upon this Head.—The
Infidel is goiley of the molt Bagrant Contradic.
tion, when he Juys, the Tender of 2his Conviflion
greatly depends wpon the Difpefitian of our Minds
te give if Reception, for its Bfficacy (n). 1t feems
afier all, it is not an aual Conveyance of Lighe
1o the Soul, but is only an Offer of i: Jult now
it was fo ltrong o Light fathing into the Mind,
that it was of infess Efeét, and bore away all
Prejudices and Durknefs before ik, But by this
Time it is funk into a bere Tender of Koow-
ledge, if Men will receive it Cap this Man ex-
pect to be in the lealt regarded, whin he fo egre-
gioufly trifles, and manifeltly conrradiéts himfelf?

Infdelity is a Crime, and may be (o proved,
bur pot in the Way he peints out (o). if Men
have the fame rationa] Grounds o belicws dhag
Chriftianity 15 true, as they have char the World
has exifted © Iong o dme, 25 ot s uppofd w
have beei introducd intw i, chey muft be ity of
Perverfenelsand Obftinacy, tocall the Trueh of it
mto queltion : And choe they Lave fuch rarional
Grounds, is unquettionably Fait, Toar Men
are culpable in embracing of Heidiies 15 cercunly
true: For il the Scriprure expreflis its Doclrines,
in Words ealy o be underftood, but -Men will

{m) P58 5, 60,60, (w) P63 (o) PGy
F not
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not allow them their proper Meaning, becaufé they
diffelifh the Doctring, they muft in that cafe grant
to be true s they ack a very erimimal Parts and
this is really the Fact.—The Infidel fpeaks of the
fudden Converfion of fome Perfons as a Thing ridia
culos (p ). But he ought to have proved, thar thofe

nverfions were without rationa Grounds s fince
he has noc done this, he truly becomes whar he
fallely reprefents them to be, excerding ridicalany,
The Samaritans had jult Reafon to conclude thap
Perfon to be endued with heavenly Powers, who
could give a Woman a Narrative of her Life,
whom, till chat Time, he had not feen, and with
whom he had not before converfed — The
Writings of the Prophets plainly foretold the
Sufferings and Death of che Meffiah, and his Re-
furrection from the Dead, and therefore, the Dif.
ciples of our Lord, were culpable in not believing
what they had fiuch Means of knuwing to be crue,
confequently they were juftly reproved by Chrift
for their Incredulity, notwithftanding all chis
Infidel offers to prove the conerary (g).

The next Thing he labours, iz to prove thae
there is a Repuynancy between Religion and Rea-
Jon (r}. It is allowed that the Chrftian Religion
contains Myfteries, which are above and not dif
coverable by Reafon y fuch are the Dodrines of
the Trinity, of the Incarnation of the Son of God,
his Subftitution in the Sinner’s Room, bearing his
Guilc and Punithmenr, &Ffe. But neither of thefs
Things is repugnant to Reafon, nor will ever be
Prov'd oppolite and contrary to it, by this Man,
orany other breathing. It is no Prejudice to the
Coude of reveal'd Religion, or Evidence tha it is
deftitute of rational Progf, that Philofophers kave
oppolid it, becaule they could not comprehend iﬂ.

J A
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Al that in Juftice can be demanded to a rational
Proof of its Daltrines, is, that it is a Revelution
from Gods that once prov'd, it is unreafonable o
hefitate concerning the Truth of irs Daélrines,
how much foever thofe Doétrines may exceed our
Comprehenfion. The Conduct of the Philofo-
pher, who difhelicves Revelation, becaufe he finds
it contains Principles that tranfoend his Reafon,
fpeaks the Languige of his Heart to be this:
That if God will reveal his Will to Men, if he
expreffes more, or any ather Thing, than what
might be known and demonftrated, before and
wit this Revelation of himfelf, the Truth he
expreffes can lay no Claim to his Affent, Thisis
the impious Principle of Philofephy and wain De-
ceit, which the Scripture warns Us againft, And
hence arifes all the Philofopher’s %ppﬂcﬁt'mn to
the Gofpel of Chrift, The holy ord of God
contains nothing, teaches not any Thing conira=
ditiary to Realon, tho' it difcovers fome Things
that Reafon could not come at the Knowledge of,
without this Revelation of them s which Things
therefore, it is not to be expeéted fhould be pro-
ved by Argumentation, or Reafoning from fuch
Principles, us the Light of Naturc leads us to
acknowledge arc true, Nor is it o be thought
{trange, that revealed Religion fhould conin
Principles mylfkerious and incomprehenfible, fince
natural Religion obliges us to believe what we ane
unable to comprehend, viz. the erernal Exiftence
of God, his Immenfiey and Infipice Enowledge:
And the Produétion of all Things out of nething,
by an At of his almighty Power. Bur why do 1
mention natural Religion, when I ain confidering
whae this Infidel objects to revealeds fince he
ferms to give very ligtle Crediceven rochat 2 1 have
fumetimes thought it is impoflible, that any enc

¥ g in
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in human Shape can be an Atheift in Opinion §
but, perhaps, I may be miftaken in that: For
¢his Inficlel feems ro apprehend that the Being of
God, will not admit of evident and UneKCEpEio-
nable Proof: Tt feems to be a Queftion with
him, whether nagural Religion hath raciopal and
fufficient Evidence to fapport it I own, I hard-
L inoughe it pofible, that a Creature pollefi’d of
-he loweft Degree of Reafon,. could advance any
Thing = irrational, Dr, Clarke, it feems, by produ.
cing ingenions Arguments to prove the Being of
God, has, in the Opinion of this Infidel, contribuzed
to Atheilin, and rimwn Men into Doubting and
Scruples about its what Sore of Mep they are,
is eafy to guefs, fuch as this Man it, or who
have as Iilﬁ: Reafon as himflf, and reall ¥ are
a Difgrace to human Nature,

He thinks thar a Chriftian’s Evamivation of
Chrifiianity is abfurd (5). Bat why moft it be
thought fo? A Man has undouhiedly a Righe
o examine the Evidences of the Chriftian Re-
ligion ; but then, as he may examine freely, T
hope it will be allow'd he ought to examine
impartially, and admit thofe Evidences 0 be fiafs
ficient here, which he will not deny to be fo in
any Thing elfe, if fuch Evidences are here to be
found, and that they are noc this Infidel will
never be able to prove, —Iufallibility he makes @
neceflary Qualification of a Chreftian Preacker (1),
Buc very abfurdly, For as the Preacher and the
Hearer have one and the {ime Rule of Faith, the
Hearer, tho' he may not be capable of expref
firg fo well, and illultrating; thoie Ideas of divine
Truths, which he forms in his Mind, and difcovers
are contained in the Ward of God, ver he is able
te dilcern, when that Do@&rine the Preacher de-
livers, is agrecable to the holy Seripture, for all

P8 .t P g divina
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divine Truths are therein exprefid, in fuch Lan-
i as he underftands himGlf, = And therefore

* an infallible Interpreter of this infallible Rule is

unneceflary.  Farther he afferts that, Evamina-
tiow caw't be under any Obedience (w)., Strange!
no, what ifthe Evidences of the Thing examined
are clear, full, and every way fufficient? Then a
Man is not bound to beljev . *vhere his Reafon
demands a ready and firm affent of him. #bas
may be examined may de rejosied, fays he, (w).
May it fo ? T hape not merely beeanfe it may be
examined, ‘The Opinion of the Heil}%‘uf God
iberty to

rejectic: And he muft be a Fool that does, The
Opinion of God’s ereating the World may be ex-
mined, or the Evidencesof it may be enguired into,
but it may not be rejefted, The Opinion of the
Immortality of the Soul may be examined, but it
may not be rejected 3 and a Man muft offer Vio-
lence to Reafon, if he will reject ir.  ‘The Opi-
nion that intelligent Crearures {tand obliged to ho-
nour God and practice Virwe may alfo be exa-
mined 5 but it may noe be rejected : Nor s it
necelfary that a Man fhould doubt of the Truth
of either of thefe things, when he begins to cxa-
mine into the Fvidences of them. Chriftianity
may doubtlefs be examin'd 3 but it ought not to
be rejected : For it hath fuch Evidences and Ar-
wments in its Favour, 19 would certainly he al-
owed fufficient, to prove the Truth of any one
thing elfe in the World. Neither i5 it neceflary
fora Man oo become an Infidel, i order to his
being a rational Chriftian : as it is not neccl-
Iar{; to become an Atheift, in order to difeover
with Certainey the Being of God,  And s 2 Man
wou'd not be excufible in becoming an Atheift,
when he examines the Evidences and Arguments

(#)'P. g3, (=) P g3. wf
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of the Exiftence of Deity ; fo he would be inexs
cofable in becoming an Infidel, when he fers him-

felf about the Examination of the Fwidences of

Chriftiavity,  And yet a Man can’c be fuppos’d
to belisve the Being of God withoue Evizﬁnca 3
nor the Truth of che Chriftian Religion without it.
For a5 foon asa Man knows, whae Tdea the Words
Ged and Deity ftand for, fo foon he mult necefarily
difcern the Evidences of the Exiftence of God, and
therefore, cannot realonably admit any Doube con-

ceeningit, Andasfoon asaMancan frame an Ideaof
what Chriltianity is, or underftand what it means,

{o foon muft he neceffarily difcover fufficiernr Evi-
dences of its Truth, and by Confequence cannot

reafonably be in doubt abouc it 1 dare fay, if

a8 Man will but allow that to be fufficient Evi-

denceand Proof here, which he will noe deny to

be fo in aay thing elle, he will not, he cannot he-

fitate concerning the Truth of Chriltianity a fin-

gle Moment.——And the' we elteem the Reli-
gion of Jefis the moft facred Thing in the Warld,

as we have nothing to fear from a fair Opponent,

{if fuch it can poflibly have) we are noe againfk

the molt rigid (let it be but impartial) Examina-

tio, of the Evidences and Arguments on  which

we form eur Perfuafion of its Truth, Neicher

will we ever call npon the civil Magiftrate, to put

a flop to the Reafoning of Infidels againft Chrifti-

anity : For 'tis Pity bue they fhould be allowed

the free Exercile of the licle Reafon they have,

and from which we know, ne Prejudice can ever

arife to the glorious Caufe we defend.  Yer we

can’t but with {for their own fakes) that their

Lalents in arguing werebetter employ'd. ——With

Refpect to whar this Man obferves, of its being

the Opinion of Bithop Beveridre, that o Con=

veyance af beavenly Light s meceffary to @ foving

Kuowledpe of the Doflrines of Chriftianity (x)3 it

{x) P. 103, 104 -
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isa Truth which Revelation abundantly reaches us,
A Man may know thofe Dogtrines to be true,
by the bare Exercile of his reafoning Faculies,

the Word of Gorl § bathe cannorenter into
the Spirity Importance and Glory of them, with-
out the Superaddition of heavenly Lighe, This
gracious Influence upon the Mind is nor a Difeg-
very of Truths which Men'had not Means of
knowing before, and which they could no by the
Help of fuch Means difcover withour it, = For
thofe' Doctrines, which under this benign Influ-
ence and heavenly Guidanee, are apprehended to
be of the greatelt Importance, glorious, and every
way worthy of their divine Author,are exprefs'd in
the holy Seripture, in fuch Language as Men may
eafily underltand, and therefore may learn thar thoia.
Dactrines are Truths, by a proper Exercife of
their reafoning Powers, upon Revelation, withour
this Supernatural Light and Influence,

I. Let me inftarcein che Doétrine of the Deicy
of our Saviour. He is reprefinted to have been,
or exifted inthe Beginning, and is affereed to be
God : Tn the Bogimning was the Word, and. the
Word apas with God, aud the Word way God {7%
He is called shemighoy God ( 2 ), the irue God{a ),
ever all, God bicled for ever (b)) He hath
aferibed to him thole Perfections, which are in-
communicible to a Creature, and are cercainly
proper 2o a Deity, oz, Eternity (), Immukis
bility {4 ), Omnifcience (¢), Ommprefence G
Omnipotence (). He is affirmed to have made
adl thimgs, and *us denied chat any Thing was mads
withont bim that was made ( 5). He is declared to

bave

ohmi. 1. =) I, ix. 6. a hn v. 20,
P&fj JRc:nl ix. 5. f {’r)‘ }a-lfn i T r({f’.l'l I!;;:b!.lx:!ii-f%.l
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bavt laid the Foundations of the Earth, and the
Heavens areaflerted 1o be the [Works of his Hands (i) 2
Even in thofe wvery Records, which con.
ftantly make Creation a kadpm r to God,
and argue his Being, Power an ifdom from
it. He is propos’d as the Obijeét of Worfhip, in
thofe wver Wri[in%s which throughoue ﬂﬂn&mn
the Worthip of a Creature, He isthy Lord and
Warflip thon bim (k). dgain, when be bringep -
in the firf begotien inlo the World, be faith and
et all ibedngels of God worilip bim {1). Chriftiang
are to be baptized into his Name ss 70 oy (m).
Prayer is directed to him joindly with the Father
(#). And of him Grace and Peace are implord
(#). Doxologics of Praife are aferibed 1o him (),
And together with the Father he is'adored (g).
Thele Particulars concerning our Saviour are af.
ferted in the Scripture, in Language, fo plain,
explicite and full, that Art and Criticifm are not
neceffary to underftand it. Much of both indeed
are required to evade the Force of thefe elear Telti-
monies, in Fayour of this fundamental Truth of
the Chriftian Religion. And the Uk Men of
Letters make of both, to obfcure the Lighe of
thefe Evidences, only fervesto £.5w us, that Jearned
Accomplifhments enable them to argue in fach a
perverle and unreafonable Manner upon the Serip-
wre, a3 a Man of Senle would even bluth to da,
upon any human Writings in the World, But
I fuppole it is cxcufable to arguc moft perveriely
here, provided it is learnedly,

IL. Idefire to inftance in the Doétrine of Atone-
ment and Satistaction, by the Deach of Chrift,
He is faid to have bore onr Sins in bis oen Baidy

on

(7} Fleb io1e, e, 12, (&) PRL a0y, 11, {/} Heh. 5. 6.
() Mat. xxviii. 19. (] 2 Thel.i i, {2} Eph.i.a.
(2} Jude v, 24. (¢} Rev. vii. 10,
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oit the Tree (r).  The Lord Laidon bim the Inigui=-
tigr of usoll (£).  For be bath made bim tobe S,
f.ﬁr [T e few o Sim (4 Chrift s Eﬂﬂnﬂdﬁf
for ouy Tranyriffons he awasy draifed for our Ini-
wities (), The .ﬂd’-ﬁab was ent off, Lut wat for
g:'mﬁ.{,l' (o). Our blefed Suviour way made &
Curfefor us (&), It pleafed the Lord ta byuife
bim, and be bath pit bim to Grief (y),  The Chaf-
tifement of our Peace was upon biw, and with bis
Siripes are we bealed (z). He gave bis Lifea
Ranfam for many (a4 ). Our gracious Redeemer
purges our Confticnces from dead Borksy in Con-
fequence of biy effering bimfelf thre the erernal
Spirit, withour Spot to God (8). Once in the
End of the World baih be appeared to put atzay.
Siw, by the Sacrifice of bimfelf {¢).  Unto bim twha
bath Toved us, and wafbed us from our Sins in bis
own Blood (d), The Blood of Fefus Chrift bis
Suos, cleanferh us from ali §in (e ). Chrilt bas made
Peace by the Blood of bis E}‘E}J (f). He bas madp
Reconciliation for Iniguity (g ). Muck more then
being mon fuflified by bis Bloody we flal b¢ faved
from Wrath thre* bim (b). Wil ¢ were
Enemier e were reconciled to God, by rhe Doarh
of bis Som (i), He is the Propitiaiicn for car
Sipr (k). A Man who fhall tell us, thar Are
and Criticiim are neceffary to dilcover the Truth
of the Satistaction of Chrilt, which is fo clearly
and explicitly declared, in thele Scripures, may
with cqual Reafon tell us, that the Sun is not vi-
fible, when it thines brighteft upon us, and we
are unable to bear ity dazzling lays, and that a
() pPet izg.  fe) Mo liG.  fe) 2Corw. 210
() I liil g, (ec)Dan. ix, 26,  (x) Gal iii 13.
() IR Gt oo, (=) Thid. v 5. {a) Marxx 28,
(£) Hebix. 1. (chIbidw.z6.  [4) Rev.iis.
(£) 1 Jobni. 7. {#) Col. i 2o, (o) Dan.ix, 2.
1) Rum, Vol [ lb':i;.-r.- 10, {4} 1 John i z.

Telicteope
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Tellefcope is neceffary to difeover it.  Men of
Learning have long endeavour™, by Art and
Criticilim, to darken and hide from View the
frong Light, which Aows in upon us, from thefe
and other fucred Teftimonies, in Favour of this
important Dodbrine, but all invain, Their En-
deavours this Way, enly evidence, that their Ac-
quirements enable them to argueagainftthe cleareft
Tifilponics, which can pl:l:l'ﬁbly_%.r.' given of di-
vine Triths, thae Approve not therfclves to their
Liking and pood Opinion,

IIT, I beg leave to inftance in the Doftrine of
the Neceflity and Efficacy, of the Operations of the
Spiric of Ged, upon the Souls of Men, in order
to their Regeneration and San&tification.  fx-
cept @ Man be bovu again, be easngt fre the King-
dom of Ged (1). No Man can come to Chrif,
except the Fatber draw bim (m ), "The carnal
Mind is Enmity againt God, for it is not fubjeé?
#o the Lawsf God, neither indeed conke (n) They
swbo are in the Flefb cannot pleafe God (0). With-
et Faith it iv impofhidde to pleafe Gog [ p). Hha
spere darn not of Bloods, mar of the Will of the
Figh, norof the Wil of Maw, but of God (g).
#bo of bis abundant Mercy bath begosten us again,
o a lioely bope (r). Thed® Faith, and that not
of yonrfelves, # i1 the Gift of God (5). We are
Bis Workmaniip, cveated dsn Chrilf | Fofier unio
good Werks(t). For it is God who sworketh in
you, both to will and to do of bis peed Plea-
furele), Not by Works of Riphtesufnefs, which
we bave domey but of bis Mercy batk be faved a2
by the wafbing of Regeneration, and the Renewing
of the baly Gholl (). Wihe batkh faved us, and
called ws with an boly Calling, not according to our

s

(f) Johniii. 3.  (w)Chap.vi.4g.  (»] Rom.viii 7.

(o] lhid, 2. & {p) Heb. xi. 5. (g} Johnmi:13.

() 1 I%t i3 () Eph. 1. 8. (¢) lbid. o 194

1s) P13, (e} Th bl g,
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Works, but according to bis oun Purpafe and Grice,
qwbich s given us in Chrifl Fefis before the Earid
bigan (%), %tbmﬂ- thee, O Fatbery Lord of Hiaven
and Barth, becasfe thon baft bid thefe Things Srarm
1o wife and prucdent, and bafi revealed them wnie
Babes © Even fo Fatber, for o &t feered  goad in
by 8ight (y ). God who commanded the Light to
JBing out of Darknefs, bath fhined in our Hearis,
to give the Light of the Knowiedge of the Glory of
Gad in the Face, or Perfon of Fefis Ghrift (=)
A new Heare alfo will [ give you, and a new Spi-
vit woill I put within you, and Iwill tafke awaythe
Jony Haart oxt of your Flofb, and I will give you an

Heari of Flefb (a ). Thy Peeple ihall de willra

i tbe Day of thy Power (& ) For ibou alfs A
sorong i all our Works inus (¢). And what is the
exceeding Greatneft of bis Power, fo ns-ward, who
belive, according to the Working of bis wighiy
Power, which be wronghl in Chrifl, wben pe
i yaifed bim from the dead (d). And you bath be
guickened, wha were dead in Trefpaffes and Sius (¢).
The Evidence which thele numerous Texts with
many others, afford o prove the Doétrine of the
Neceffity, Efficacy, and gracious Fffedls, of the
Operations of che Grace and Spirit of God upon
I us, has coft many learned Men great Pains and
Labour, in Art and Criticilim to obleure ity but
altogether in vain. For like the Sun it will fhine
thro® the thickeft Clouds, they willever be able o
| faife in order to darken and keep it from our
Sight, Here again [ muft oblerve, that Art and
Criticifm are abfolutely unneceflary to dilcover
that fhining Evidence, Perfons of mean Capa-
cities, and unfarnifhed with Learning and Science
G2 may
{*) 2 Tim.i.ix. (3)Mat. xi. 22,26, (=) 2Cor.iv.G,
(e} Bzeleoovi 26, (£} Plal. ex. 5 {e) Ha, xavio 12,
(4) Eph.i, 19. 20 (e} Chap. ji. v,
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may difcover it.  Upon thewhole, it is very ap-
parent that, this Writer dreadfully abufes the Serip-
ture,and purs a forced and panatural Senft wponit,
with relation to what it delivers concerning the
heavenly Influence of the Spirit of God, upon the
Souls of Men, That is nota Conveyance of the
Knowledge of any divine Truths, which Men had
not Means of difeovering before, and which they
were uncapable of knowing to be fuch : Butby this
Influence, they are enabled to fee the Excellency
of, and to difern the Goodnels, Wildom,
Holinefs and Faithlulpefs of God, which are
thercin difplayed in the fulleft Manner. To ima-
gire that God now affords fuch Light, as will
enable us to make Difcoveries of Truchs, not al-
yeady revealed to us, in his Word, is real En-
thufiafm 3 and has rothing to [upport it in the
holy Seriptures: On the contrary, fuch a wild Con-
ceit ftands there awfully condemn®d,  Buc that he
eommunicates Light and Graee, to aflilt us in our
Finquiries into thofe Truths, he hath gracioully
been pleas'd to inform uscf, in his Word, and by
the Help of which, wediftern the Glory of thele
Truths, isa precious Dotltrive the Bible contains,
and is at a grear Remove from Enthufiaim, and
ja not in the leaft ablird or ireational,

[tis Time for me to recapitulate and fum up
what I have before obfervd, and 1 muft mke leave
to give the Reader this Infidel’s Recapitulation re-
vere'd: or to affert the contrary of what he does in
every Particular,

*I'is evident that Men would very linde dif-
fer in their Sentimems, relating o Chriftian
Doctrines, if the Langusge of the Scripture,
which is plain and ealy to be underlicod,
was ioterpreted in s obvious and nataral
Senfe ——— Thae fuch Accomplifbments, a8

FEOMER
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s ime and Pains to attain; are not necel-
Eﬁ; ':gr?ndermud the S::r_ipmrc, in the molt
momentous Points of Doctrine, it requires us to
believe— That the Proofs of a Chriftian Faith
are fachs and fo clear, and o full, that a Conrfe
of Study to apprehend them 1§ not neceffry :
Thofe Proofs may be underitood as foon as Men
have learn’d to know, what Ideas the Terms and
Expreflions ufed in the holy Scripture fand for—
That a rational Conviction therefore, of the
Truth of the Chriftian Revelation, is not the
Privilege only of a few Students and Specula-
tifts— That there is a certain Connection be-
twixe the Notion of Dury, and aflenting ratio-
nally to a Propofition well [upported,  The Rea-
fon 1s plain, a Man is inexcufable ro difbelieve
that which he fees evident Reafon to conclude is
true, That the" Arguments are but Motives to
Affent, it is not a Contracliftion to affert, that
we are oblig’d to let them be conclufive, if they
are clear and ultly founded, and regularly drawn.
-—That there is not fuch a Complication of Cir-
cumftances to be determined vpon, Confequences
recularly drawn, and a fummening of Evidence
in order o the Proof of Chriftianiry, that fhould
hinder the Certainty of the Event, in an impartial
Enquirer, and thercfore, it may be forerold and
preferibed ——That the Proofs of Chriftianicy are
fo evident, and of fuch Force, that they are cal-
culated to produce an Affent, from every Man,
to whom they are propofed, as {oon as unders
fteod,  And thofe Proofs are of fo eafy and plain
a Maorre, that it iz a Dithoneur, to the Names
of Locke and Newiow, to fuggeft that Capacities
like theirs, are necelfary to underltand their Force
and Weight—Thar Chritianicy may not only
be enforced, as a Fact, but it may alfd be provid
frue
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true as a Gofpel, in Vertwe of fach Kiguments,
as isprtm: themfelves to thic Reafon, of which
all Men are poflefi'd —Thar all Men have Leave
and Right to examine the Evidences of Chriftia
nity, and determine of its Truth, ' as the Matter
fhall ap to their Reafon 3 but it §8'td b ob-
ferv'd, thar thofe Evidences are fuch, chat they
rmuft nmmrilg ippear pregnant Proofs of s
Truth. Ande :;Egm by granting Men Liberty
to examine thefe Evidences and Proafs, we are in
no Danger of auﬂmrizin%‘ Infidelity in Form, and
fetting it upon the fame Fooring, in Point of Con-
feience, with the Profiéffion of Chriftianiey “itfelf;
a3 this Author affirms we are () The Man has
ill Snceefs indeed, for he has not proved one fin-
gle Point, with all thefe Puios ami Labour, He
mi%.ht therefore, have very well (patéd the whole
of his pathetic and moving Expoftulation, with
the Oxoniaw, whom he addrefles, for it is entirely
founded on Principles unprov'd and falfe 5 it there-
fore demands no Regard from me, or any ather
Chriftian, let the unreafonable Infidel, fuch s this
Man himfelf is, piy his Refped® to it, and make
the belt of it, heis heartily welcomye.

&) Ps 2ony k10, 10T,

i & N L A

il |l S T

AGEG6. Line 8, in the Margin, dele of ; for mi,
©read iy for pfa, vead jpf,
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